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alex terrell (she/her) is a Black Southern writer. Her work has
appeared in Black Warrior Review, The Offing, The Kenyon Review,
and elsewhere. She is a recipient of the 2018 PEN/Robert J. Dau Short
Story Prize for Emerging Writers. Originally from Tennessee, she
works at Smith College and is now based in Massachusetts with her
sister and two cats. 

STRANGEBLOOD 

15-year-old Halle Kessell has always felt like 
the black sheep in her family: she and her 
three sisters are the latest in a long lineage of 
Wise Women—Black women imbued 
with potent and unpredictable magical 
abilities—only, Halle has already passed the 
age when Wise Women get their powers. 

When Momma passes in mysterious (and 
mystical) circumstances, her power gets 
divided up between the sisters—excluding 
Halle—and the chasm only widens. As her sisters use their power to pursue
their deepest ambitions and secrets, Halle turns her attention to uncovering
the details of Momma’s mysterious death. But as sinister, hard-to-explain
accidents increase throughout town, her investigation leads her deep into
Witchurch’s dark past and might be the key to saving them all. 

Feiwel & Friends (Fall
2027)
Territory: NA
Materials: pre-CE
Page count: 318

alex terrell 

For fans of  The Wicked Deep by Shea
Ernshaw and Practical Magic,

STRANGEBLOOD is a lush, gripping 
novel that asks how one might find true 
power in unexpected places. 

Film/TV: Mary Pender
/ WME 



THE FRIEDRICH AGENCY | 27

 
*Sold in a 7-imprint US auction, and a 4-

way ANZ auction during Frankfurt 2024*

An Indigenous teen fights to clear her
brother of a murder charge by embracing
her gift of hearing the sea’s prophetic
thoughts in this debut young adult
speculative thriller that’s Firekeeper’s

Daughter meets Moana.

SALT WATER BLOOD 

Eighteen-year-old Moe hears the sea’s 
prophetic thoughts. Correction: Moe doesn’t 
just hear them—the sea makes Moe feel them. 
This is how Moe learned years ago that her 
father would drown and her mother would 
abandon her and her younger brother, Tao. 
So, when the sea warns that Tao will follow 
their father’s fate, Moe is determined to secure 
them a way off the island. All those plans fall apart when Tao’s girlfriend is
then found dead and Tao is blamed. 

As incriminating evidence piles up, Moe will do all she can to protect the
only family she has left, even if it means swallowing her pride and teaming
up with her archenemy Temanea. Even if it means relying on the sea and its
prophecies—because her dreaded gift might be the only way to stop the
killer. 

Sarah Barley/S&S (Nov
17,  2026) 
Territory: NA 
Materials: final pdf
Page count: 358

Rights sold:
ANZ: Allen & Unwin
Italy: Giunti

Manuia Heinrich

Manuia Heinrich holds a PhD in Pacific Studies and is the co-
founder of APIpit and Pacific Islanders in Publishing. She is a We
Need Diverse Books mentee, and was selected for the Write Mentor
and New Zealand Society of Authors program. She currently lives in 
Aotearoa/New Zealand. 

Praise for Salt Water Blood:
“Salt Water Blood is a triumphant tidal wave of  a book; a compelling mystery

wrapped in a searing tale about family, siblings, culture and community. Listen
to me and the sea, and let this incredible book sweep you away.”

—Dhonielle Clayton, New York Times bestselling author of  The Marvellers
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	THE THINGS WE NEVER SAY

	fiction
	HORSE GIRLS
	Film/TV: Addison Duffy / UTA
	Vivian DeRosa
	A worldwide frenzy in the dead of summer, culminating in a 13-imprint auction in the US, as well as a 12-imprint auction in Germany.
	Jessica, Em, and Courtney are part of the
	same herd; they’ve been riding together for
	so long it’s hard to differentiate whose lush
	ponytail is whose. Manure under their
	manicures. Thigh chafing exposed by
	short-shorts. They know the sort of things
	you say about them.
	Horse Girls skip like they’re galloping.
	Horse Girls tighten the girth and loosen belt buckles.
	Horse Girls still sleep with stuffed ponies.
	Horse Girls will sleep with anyone.
	Some people argue that Horse Stories aren’t
	really about horses, that you could replace the
	stallion with a boy on a motorcycle and not
	much would change.
	Let’s be clear. This is not that kind of
	Horse Story.
	Riverhead (Spring 2028)
	Territory: NA
	Materials: sub ms
	Page count: 308
	Rights sold:
	Denmark: Politikens
	Finland: Otava
	France: Calmann-Levy
	Germany: Kiepenheur & Witsch
	Italy: Mondadori
	Netherlands: Atlas Contact
	Norway: Cappelen Damm
	Poland: Publicat S.A.
	Spain: Blackie Books
	Sweden: Albert Bonniers
	UK: Borough Press
	Ukraine: Family Leisure
	Club


	Vivian DeRosa graduated from Smith College, where she studied writing with Ruth Ozeki and Kelly Link. She later submitted HORSE GIRLS to the Adroit Prize, where it was selected as a runner-up by Kaveh Akhbar in 2024. She is a Lambda Literary Emerging LGBTQ+ Writer, an Aspen Words Emerging Writer, a Presidential Scholar in the Arts, and she recently received her M.A. in History and Museum studies at Tufts University.


	BEYOND THE GARDEN
	WALL
	Random House (Nov 2, 2027)
	Territory: NA
	Materials: copyedited ms in early Oct
	Page count: 438 (pre CE)
	Rights sold:
	ANZ: Allen & Unwin
	Germany: Goldmann
	Hungary: Agave
	Italy: Newton Compton
	Poland: Proszynzki Media

	Katy Sewall
	Sold in a heated 9-person auction in the US, right before Frankfurt ‘25, a prequel to Frances Hodgson Burnett’s classic The Secret Garden, for fans of Broken Country and The Thornbirds.
	A sweeping emotional tale and love story. BEYOND THE GARDEN WALL begins at the moment The Secret Garden starts—just as a cholera epidemic is sweeping through India—except this time, we flash back into the life of Mary Lennox’s mother, and the boy who will help her realize how expansive life can be.

	Advance Praise for Beyond the Garden Wall:
	“Beyond the Garden Wall is a moving, beautifully-written book about the eternal struggle between society and self-discovery. Katy Sewall has taken a beloved story and brilliantly reconsidered it into something wholly new and original, a modern novel with the literary soul of a classic.”

	—Jess Walter, New York Times bestselling author of Beautiful Ruins
	Katy Sewall is a writer and radio professional based in Seattle. She spent more than two decades working with NPR and currently hosts a weekly podcast called The Bittersweet Life, now in its 11th year.


	OTTER MUSIC
	Karen Joy Fowler
	New York Times bestseller and Man Booker Prize finalist Karen Joy Fowler returns with a luminous, emotionally resonant story of a marine researcher grappling with whether ecosystems—and people—can truly be saved, set along the shimmering Santa Cruz coast.
	Lainey Miller spends her days studying endangered wildlife, and her nights worrying about the slow unspooling of democracy. An introverted marine researcher studying sea otters, Lainey felt reasonably happy with the post divorce life she’d made for herself in Santa Cruz until her beloved niece says with careful casualness: Mom thinks you don’t have any fun.
	Sparky, wise, and disarmingly funny, Karen Joy Fowler’s new novel expores ways to find hope in the simple things--even amidst chaos--and how we might all summon the fortitude to move into the awaiting future with love, courage, and kindness, to ourselves and the planet.
	Putnam (Feb/March 2027)
	Territory: NA
	Materials: 1P
	Page count: 133
	Rights sold:
	UK: Serpent’s Tail
	German: Aufbau

	Option Publishers:
	France: Presses de la Cite
	Film/TV: Sylvie Rabineau / WME


	Karen Joy Fowler is the New York Times bestselling author of seven novels and three short story collections. Her 2004 novel, The Jane Austen Book Club, spent 13 weeks on the New York Times bestseller list and We Are All Completely Besides Ourselves won the 2014 PEN/Faulkner Award and was shortlisted for the 2014 Man Booker Prize. Her most recent novel Booth was longlisted for the 2022 Booker Prize. She lives in Santa Cruz, California.


	UNTRAVELLED WORLD
	Martha Perotto-Wills
	A heart-pounding, otherworldly adventure, mixed with the thorny, sexy lesbian dynamics of a Julia Armfield novel. For fans of The Ministry of Time and Annihilation.
	Ten years ago, the door opened to reveal
	a surreal, uncharted world adjoining our
	own: a terrifyingly beautiful expanse of glass
	which shifts at its own whims—every two
	hours, every two days—unpredictably
	gifting clear, flat planes or delivering
	dangerous crevasses hiding reality-bending
	hallucinations.
	For Teddy, newly graduated and directionless, 
	the era-defining mystery of the other world is
	merely an icebreaker, a conversation topic on
	dates gone cold. But  then Adrian Clermont,
	an old family friend, appears in Teddy’s living room seeking funding for an expedition into the other world. Teddy, seeing a chance for purpose and an escape from her privileged, hermetic world, begs to join Adrian’s team. 
	When the Clermont party make it through the door, Teddy falls helplessly in love with both the landscape and with Jenny Cattaneo, a flinty meteorologist with a strangely deep connection to the other world. When Teddy makes a staggering discovery about a missing explorer, she is forced to reckon with the true cost of the life she’s built in the other world—the first real home she’s ever known.
	Random House (Fall 2027/ Winter 2028)
	Territory: NA
	Materials: sub ms
	Page count: 313
	Rights sold:
	UK: Serpent’s Tail
	Italy: Mercurio
	Film/TV: Jiah Shin / CAA


	Martha Perotto-Wills is a writer from London. She has a BA in History and an MA in Queer History. After spending several years as a bookseller and cataloguer in crumbling second-hand bookshops she moved into trade publishing, and now works as an associate agent at a literary agency. She lives in south London with her girlfriend and their cat. Untravelled World is her first novel, partially born from her obsession with Apsley Cherry-Garrard’s 1922 memoir The Worst Journey in the World.


	MY FUTURE
	McSweeney’s (Spring 2028)
	Territory: NA
	Materials: sub ms
	Page count: 207
	Sasha Graybosch
	Marrying the vignette structure and propulsion of Katie Yee's Maggie or Jenny Offill's Dept. of Speculation, MY FUTURE is a slim, inventive literary novel for fans of Maggie Nelson and Sheila Heti.
	In the future, Sasha will die young, leaving a
	child behind. In the future, Sasha will live to old
	age, skin lined and spotted by the sun.
	In the future, Sasha will leave her partner and
	live a childless life of hedonism. In the future,
	the plumber will come on time.
	When Sasha learns that she may be the
	carrier of a rare, life-limiting genetic
	mutation—one that explains the premature
	deaths of several relatives—she begins to imagine what her future will be like even if she might not be there to live it. As she and her two sisters decide whether to undergo testing and receive the news of their results, Sasha tries furiously to will her future into existence through a series of increasingly surreal and imaginative leaps.
	Sasha Graybosch’s fiction and essays have appeared in Zoetrope: All Story, McSweeney's Quarterly Concern, the New York Times Audio, Electric Literature, the Los Angeles Review of Books Quarterly and the Rumpus, among other publications. She holds an MFA in Fiction Writing from New York University. Her story “In Nature,” published in Zoetrope, is the winner of a 2027 Pushcart Prize. She works in City University of New York writing centers and facilitates creative writing workshops for medical students. Originally from Nebraska, she lives in Brooklyn.


	GARBAGE GIRL
	Emily Austin
	For readers of Jen Beagin and Melissa Broder, Emily Austin returns to the wacky existentialism that made her debut a cult sensation.
	Rob, a twenty-eight-year-old grocery store custodian, doesn’t know why she can’t keep a friend, and she's getting tired of cleaning up other people's shit—literally. Eager to understand what she's doing wrong, Rob becomes consumed with figuring out why her childhood best friend Dinah ghosted her ten years ago. Between being berated by her Superstore manager, cleaning up after the serial men's room vandal, and obsessing over her new crush, Bones, Rob tries to track down Dinah. But the more she searches, the more she's overcome by the creeping feeling that something might be very wrong. What if Dinah didn't just ghost her—what if something terrible happened?
	Bloomsbury (Spring 2028)
	Territory: World English
	Materials: edited ms in October
	Page count: 325
	Option Publishers:
	Germany: Lübbe
	Spain: Urano
	Thailand: Marshmallow



	Praise for Emily Austin:
	“The perfect blend of macabre and funny.”

	—Buzzfeed
	“If you haven't read her debut, I'm jealous: everything Austin writes is swoonworthy, full of lovely humans struggling to find meaning, love, and belonging in a world that's too often cold. Enid is a marvel.”

	—Andrew Macdonald, author of When We Were Vikings
	Emily Austin is the author of four novels, most recently IS THIS A CRY FOR HELP?, an instant USA Today, Globe & Mail, Quill & Quire, and Toronto Star bestseller. All four of her novels have been Indie Next picks, and her work has been published around the world.
	Dial (Fall 2027)
	Territory: NA
	Materials: revised ms
	Page count: 448
	Film/TV: Dana Spector / CAA



	AT YOUR SERVICE
	Kimberly Glassman
	A heartwarming and charming debut novel about connection, second chances, and the meaning found in service to others, for fans of Richard Osman and Nita Prose.
	Jameson Arthur Evans, proud graduate of
	the International Butler Academy, never
	expected to find himself in the Midwest. But
	that’s where his new employer, American
	finance tycoon Mr. Upton, needed him, so
	Evans has settled in and is preparing Upton’s
	newest residence... Right up until the FBI
	arrives at the front door, looking for Evans’
	employer. Mr. Upton, it seems, is not so
	much a finance whiz as he is a white-collar
	criminal, accused of stealing millions from the clients whose investments he
	oversaw, including Evans himself. Worse, Upton has disappeared, leaving Evans homeless, unemployed, and forbidden to leave the state until the matter is resolved.
	With few options and his savings dwindling, Evans reluctantly accepts a job with Mattie Gardiner, a mother of four-year-old twin boys. The daily tasks might be unusual for Evans, but he brings stability and calm (and excellent coffee) to the Gardiner household, as well as the support that Mattie has found lacking in her fraught marriage.
	Then disaster arrives on the night of Halloween, leaving Evans and the Gardiner family caught between the criminals and the FBI, as everyone converges. Hidden treasures are unconvered, secrets are revealed, and threats become all too real. Will Evans truly be able to take care of everyone... even himself?
	Kimberly Glassman’s AT YOUR SERVICE pulls from some of her own experiences as a research molecular biologist, but there are no butlers in her midst! She raised her children in Des Moines, where this novel is set, and lived there for 23 years, but now resides in Arizona.


	AMERICAN INNOCENTS
	Valerie Martin
	A taut literary horror novella exploring the complexities of marriage, told with devastating control.
	Determined to take a scenic tour of a historic Scottish estate, a middle-aged American woman leaves behind her grumpy husband in their Edinburgh B&B towards the end of their disastrous European trip.  A fine decision, until she boards the wrong bus and—even worse in this day and age—realizes she's left her phone behind. But it’s not until the bus breaks down and she's on foot, headed toward a secluded cottage, that her life is suddenly in grave danger.
	Union Sqaure Press (July 2027)
	Territory: NA
	Materials: pre-CE
	Page count: 142
	Rights sold:
	UK: Serpent’s Tail



	Praise for Valerie Martin:
	“Few have written so surprisingly, so convincingly as Valerie Martin about sexual obsession and the perverse twistings of the human heart.”

	—Margaret Atwood
	“[Martin’s] writing--so prized and clean limbed--is a marvel.”

	—Toni Morrison
	“An enrapturing and ruthless storyteller, Valerie Martin possesses a predator’s ability to mesmerize her prey.”

	—Chicago Tribune
	Valerie Martin is the author of eleven novels, four collections of short fiction, and a biography of Saint Francis of Assisi, titled Salvation. She has been awarded grants from the National Endowment for the Arts and the John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship, as well as the Kafka Prize (for Mary Reilly) and Britain’s Orange Prize (for Property).


	OLD WIVES’ TALES
	Julie Zhou
	A brilliant sliding doors debut where the same couple is told and retold, echoing oral storytelling traditions from Chinese folklore to childhood nursery rhymes.
	In one story, Elizabeth and Simon are having a baby, and as they convert a closet into a nursery, Elizabeth is cursed with a magical second sight.
	In another, Elizabeth and Simon can’t get pregnant, and something unseen is leaving bruises on Elizabeth’s body as she sleeps, making rest impossible.
	Each story retells an old wives’ tale: from the Persephone myth to The Princess and the Pea, pulling from legends across time and geography.
	Cardinal/Hachette (March 9, 2027)
	Territory: NA
	Materials: 2P
	Page count: 224
	Rights sold:
	UK: Verve

	Julie Zhou is a Chinese American writer from the Midwest. She is the author of Generics, winner of the 2017 Gold Line Press Fiction chapbook prize, selected by Danzy Senna. She lives in Saint Paul, Minnesota, where she serves as a communications consultant for organizations working towards reproductive and gender justice, food justice, disability justice, prison abolition, and the many intersections of those movements.


	THE LOVE AN ABALONE FEELS FOR THE SEA
	Genki Ferguson
	In a remote Japanese fishing village, a grief-stricken boy searches for answers after his sister’s mysterious drowning—only to fall in love with a woman who may hold the secret of her final tragic dive.
	Haunting and buoyant, The Love an Abalone
	Feels for the Sea is situated within the world of
	Japan’s traditional freedivers, or Amas, who
	support the local economy by hunting abalone
	and other shellfish—reaching depths of up to
	65 feet without any scuba gear—a practice
	that stretches back over 2,000 years. In this
	treacherous line of work, breath and timing is
	everything, and it is crucial to train the lungs
	from a young age. But a determined young
	woman named Nagisa joins the ama as a teen,
	and during one fateful dive, she doesn’t return to the surface. Only a mysterious pile of wakame (seaweed) is left behind in her recovered basket.
	Ren Ioka, Nagisa’s seventeen-year-old brother, finds himself unmoored by grief and uncertainty. After discovering an unsent love letter written by his sister years earlier, Ren becomes convinced that this confession holds the secret behind her inexplicable final dive. While retracing his sister’s hidden love, Ren meets Aiko, an inscrutable ama who dove with Nagisa. As Ren gradually uncovers the truth behind his sister’s confession, he finds himself falling for Aiko, not realizing that she’s harboring a secret herself.
	Counterpoint (March 2027)
	Territory:  NA
	Materials: 1P
	Page count: 304
	Film/TV: Ellen Goldsmith-Vein / Gotham

	Genki Ferguson is a Canadian-Japanese writer and filmmaker, who spent the Spring of 2023 immersed in the world of ama divers in Mie, Japan, and based much of this story on his experiences living and working in their village. Genki's previous novel, Satellite Love, was published in 2021 by McClelland & Stewart to critical acclaim and several award nominations.


	GHOST BARN
	Counterpoint (September 29, 2026)
	Territory: World English
	Materials: final pdf
	Page count: 400
	Rights sold:
	Finland: Gummerus
	Greece: Dioptra
	Israel: Keter
	Spain: Roca
	Turkey: Koridor
	Film/TV: Bruce Vinokour/CAA

	John Verdon
	The thrilling conclusion to the retired NYPD detective Dave Gurney saga.
	Ghosts are returning from the past to trouble
	Dave Gurney’s peace as a local election sees a
	powerful real estate mogul with plans for a
	massive development face off against a
	librarian and ardent conservationist. When
	bodies start turning up and the local police turn
	a blind eye, Gurney suspects he’s the town’s
	only hope.
	But involvement comes at a price. His last case
	nearly got his best friend killed, and it shattered
	his marriage. In the aftermath, he’s focused on
	breaking his reliance on police work in hopes
	of rekindling things with his wife, Madeleine.
	Can he ignore what’s happening and
	potentially let a murderer run amok, or will he
	once again dive into the darkness, giving in to
	his obsessive need to solve the unsolvable—
	even if it costs him Madeleine for good? One
	thing is clear: This harrowing, confounding case
	will be his last.


	THE DAVID GURNEY SERIES
	Rights sold: Spain & Catalonia (Roca); Finland (Gummerus); Israel (Keter);  Greece (Dioptra); Turkey (Koridor)
	Ex-homicide detective and puzzle-solving master David Gurney comes out of retirement to solve seemingly impossible murder cases. Blending hard-boiled noir fiction with the pleasures of classic “whodunit” puzzle- solving, Verdon has written a “hero for the ages” (David Baldacci).
	John Verdon is the author of the Dave Gurney series of thrillers, international bestsellers published in more than two dozen languages: Think of a Number, Shut Your Eyes Tight, Let the Devil Sleep, Peter Pan Must Die, Wolf Lake, White River Burning, On Harrow Hill, and The Viper.

	ENORMOUS WINGS

