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By Katharine Holabird
Illustrated by Helen Craig

Angelina Ballerina returns to center stage 
with sweet stories that put her right back 
in the spotlight!

H �Angelina Ballerina books sold more 
than 1.5 million copies (and counting) 
to adoring fans across formats.

H �Angelina’s tales continue with classic 
titles available in vibrant new editions, 
as well as in fun new paperback, leveled 
readers, novelty, and board book formats.

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT
In this delightful Level 1 Ready‑to‑Read, 
Angelina and her cousin rehearse for their 
summer festival dance performance!

Publication Date: May 2021
Ages: 4–6 
Page Extent: 32 pp

ANGELINA BALLERINA AND 
THE ART FAIR 
Join Angelina Ballerina and her 
cousin Henry as they participate in a 
Chipping Cheddar art fair in this Level 1 
Ready‑to‑Read!

Publication Date: August 2021
Ages: 4–6
Page Extent: 32 pp

ANGELINA AND THE 
VALENTINE’S DAY SURPRISE
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with Angelina, 
who is sending cards to all her friends and 
family! This novelty book with pull-tab 
Valentines on every spread re-creates 
the fun of getting cards in the mail. At the 
end, she has a Valentine’s Day card for the 
reader, too!

Publication Date: December 2021
Ages: 3–7
Page Extent: 18 pp

STEP BY STEP
Angelina Ballerina teaches her little 
sister, Polly, the five ballet positions 
and more! Aspiring dancers will love 
following along with the dance steps in 
this paper‑over‑board book with foil on the 
cover.

Publication Date: May 2021
Ages: 3–7
Page Extent: 14 pp

ANGELINA AND ALICE
This classic bestselling picture book is 
back in a beautiful, refreshed hardcover 
edition! Angelina and Alice love doing 
gymnastics together. But when Angelina 
can’t do a handstand, all the older 
children laugh—and Alice giggles too. 
Can Angelina and Alice stay best friends?

Publication Date: August 2021
Ages: 4–8
Page Extent: 32 pp

ANGELINA’S BABY SISTER
The classic bestselling picture book is back 
in a beautiful, refreshed hardcover edition 
perfect for Angelina fans new and old! 
Can Angelina sashay her way through all 
the changes a baby brings?

Publication Date: May 2021
Ages: 4–8
Page Extent: 32 pp© 2021 Helen Craig Ltd and Katharine Holabird. The Angelina Ballerina 

name and character and the dancing Angelina logo are trademarks of 
HIT Entertainment Limited, Katharine Holabird and Helen Craig.
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By Katharine Holabird
Illustrated by Sarah Warburton

From the bestselling author of the beloved 
Angelina Ballerina series comes a sparkling new 
series for young readers about a precocious 
young fairy named Twinkle!

TWINKLE
Twinkle is just starting to learn her spells in fairy school, but what 
comes naturally for all the other fairies-in-training is a struggle for 
her. This triumphant picture book about persistence is perfect for 
little ones who are learning new skills.

Publication Date: December 2018

TWINKLE THINKS PINK!
In this picture book, Twinkle and her friends are excited for Fairy 
Godmother’s garden party, but Twinkle notices that there is one 
thing missing—her favorite color! So she casts a little spell to turn 
everything pink—but the spell goes sideways! Can Twinkle set 
everything right before the garden party is ruined?

Publication Date: February 2020

TWINKLE’S FAIRY PET DAY
Twinkle has always wanted a pet, so she’s thrilled when Fairy 
Godmother grants her and her friends each a wish in this 
magical picture book. But a naughty pet dragon named Scruffy is 
definitely NOT what she’d asked for! Will Twinkle be able to tame 
her rambunctious little dragon in time for Fairy Pet Day?

Publication Date: January 2021

For all picture books: 

Ages: 3–7   Page Extent: 32 pp

TWINKLE, TWINKLE, SPARKLY STAR
The Fairy School of Magic and Music is putting on a show, and 
Twinkle the fairy is the star in this Level 2 Ready‑to‑Read.

Publication Date: December 2020

TWINKLE AND THE FAIRY CAKE MESS
Twinkle tries to bake a cake and whips up a magical mess instead 
in this charming Level 2 Ready‑to‑Read.

Publication Date: December 2020

TWINKLE AND THE FAIRY FLOWER GARDEN
In this Level 2 Ready‑to‑Read, the feisty fairy Twinkle tries to make 
her garden grow, but Twinkle’s plant isn’t growing any flowers!

Publication Date: July 2021

TWINKLE AND THE WISHING WAND
Twinkle goes on a class trip to the library in this Level 2 
Ready‑to‑Read. All the fairies choose their favorite story and 
cast a spell to make it come to life, but Twinkle’s wish doesn’t go 
as planned.

Publication Date: August 2021

For all Ready-to-Reads: 

Ages: 5–7   Page Extent: 32 pp
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Fun-to-read chapter books that 
are perfect for emerging readers!

ELF ACADEMY 
#1: TROUBLE IN TOYLAND
By Alan Katz
Illustrated by Sernur Isik
Imprint: Aladdin

The merry misadventures of a young North Pole 
elf in this new series for Aladdin QUIX

Andy Snowden is one of the many North Pole 
elves who make holiday gifts for children all 
around the world. But day after day, week after 
week, Andy starts to grow tired of the same old 
routine. He knows he’s destined for a different 
path from the other elves. Maybe Andy will 
discover his special talent at the Elf Academy 
Toy Making contest?

Publication Date: #1: September 2021;  
#2: February 2022; #3: September 2022
Ages: 5–8
Page Extent: 80 pp

PET PALS 
#1: MITZY’S HOMECOMING
By Allison Gutknecht
Illustrated by Anja Grote
Imprint: Aladdin

Read all about Mitzy, Luna, and Gus and their tail-raising adventures at the Whiskers Down 
the Lane Animal Shelter in this new QUIX series from Allison Gutknecht. 

Mitzy, Luna, and Gus are three best friends at the animal shelter. But when Mitzy leaves for a 
weekend, her fellow pet pals discover Mitzy’s favorite purple ball was left behind! Can they 
get it back to her? And has Mitzy found a new home? 

Publication Date: May 2021
Ages: 5–8
Page Extent: 80 pp  
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GEEGER THE ROBOT 
#3: TO THE RESCUE!
By Jarrett Lerner
Illustrated by Serge Seidlitz
Imprint: Aladdin

For fans of the Bots books and Dan Gutman’s My Weird School series comes the adventures 
of Geeger, a wacky robot, from Aladdin QUIX. 

Geeger’s best friend, Tillie, is having a bad day, and he wants to cheer her up. But sharing 
snacks and jokes aren’t working. How will Geeger make Tillie smile again?

Publication Date: September 2021
Ages: 5–8
Page Extent: 64 pp

GIVE THIS BOOK A COVER
By Jarrett Lerner
Imprint: Aladdin

Inspire kids to grow their imaginations with this second collection of creative activities 
from Jarrett Lerner, author of the EngiNerds, Geeger the Robot, and Hunger Heroes series! 

This collection of fun, open-ended writing and drawing prompts will kickstart creativity 
and challenge kids to be imaginative in new ways. Finish This Comic, How to Draw, and a 
smorgasbord of other drawing and writing activities are perfect for home, road trips, school, 
and anywhere!

Publication Date: May 2021
Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 144 pp
RIGHTS SOLD FOR GIVE THIS BOOK A TITLE : Italian

R
IG

H
T

S
 G

U
ID

E
               B

O
L

O
G

N
A

 2
0

2
1

47



Little Simon Chapter Books Are Filling the Gap!

DAISY DREAMER
#12: SWEET DREAMS!

By Holly Anna     Illustrated by Genevieve Santos

Join Daisy Dreamer and her totally true 
imaginary friend, Posey, in the World of 
Make‑Believe!

Publication Date: October 2020

THE CRITTER CLUB
#23: LIZ’S PIE IN THE SKY

By Callie Barkley     Illustrated by Tracy Bishop

In a small town, four eight-year-old best 
friends help run the Critter Club, a rescue 
shelter set on saving “lost and lonely” 
animals. 

Publication Date: October 2021

CRAFTILY EVER AFTER
#8: ONE BIG CRAFTY FAMILY

By Martha Maker     Illustrated by Xindi Yan

Join Emily, Maddie, Bella, and Sam as the 
four crafty friends dream up new projects to 
design, build, and create.

Publication Date: May 2021

DESMOND COLE, GHOST PATROL
#14: WHO WANTS I SCREAM?

By Andres Miedoso     Illustrated by Victor Rivas

A fearless eight-year-old runs his own ghost 
patrol, looking for ghosts, monsters, and 
mischief makers in this adventure-filled 
chapter book series.

Publication Date: July 2021

BOTS
#11: ATTACK OF THE ZOMBOTS

By Russ Bolts     Illustrated by Jay Cooper

Meet Joe Bot and Rob Ot, the two most 
big‑hearted, but goofily annoying robots in 
the entire universe in the adorable and funny 
Bots chapter book series.

Publication Date: July 2021

CAPTAIN AWESOME
#23: CAPTAIN AWESOME, THE SHOW MUST GO ON!

By Stan Kirby     Illustrated by Doc Moran

Eugene McGillicudy loves comic books and 
superheroes so much that he invents his very 
own alter ego named Captain Awesome! 
With best friend Charlie (a.k.a. Nacho Cheese 
Man), Captain Awesome protects his town!

Publication Date: September 2021

THE ADVENTURES OF 
SOPHIE MOUSE
#18: THE HIDDEN COTTAGE

By Poppy Green     Illustrated by Jennifer A. Bell

Join Sophie Mouse and her woodland 
friends on their adventures through 
Silverlake Forest. 

Publication Date: October 2021

GALAXY ZACK
#17: SNOW PLACE LIKE HOME

By Ray O’Ryan     Illustrated by Jason Kraft

Get to know Galaxy Zack—and his new home 
planet!—in this out-of-this-world illustrated 
chapter book series.

Publication Date: October 2018

GREETINGS FROM SOMEWHERE
#10: THE MYSTERY OF THE SECRET SOCIETY

By Harper Paris     Illustrated by Marcos Calo

In this exciting series, twins Ethan and Ella 
solve mysteries and find friends as they 
journey around the world to a new place in 
each book!

Publication Date: March 2016

THE DATA SET
#8: DOWN THE BRAIN DRAIN

By Ada Hopper     Illustrated by Glass House Graphics

What would happen if your next-door 
neighbor was a mad scientist? That’s exactly 
what Gabe, Laura, and Cesar discover when 
Dr. Bunsen moves in next door, and suddenly 
their lives are filled with danger, action, 
trouble, and adventure!  

Publication Date: August 2020

For all chapter books: 

Ages: 5–9   Page Extent: 128 pp
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Easy-to-read text and illustrations on almost every page make these chapter 
book series perfect for newly independent readers.

For all chapter books: 

Ages: 5–9   Page Extent: 128 pp

RIDER WOOFSON
#10: THE VERY FIRST CASE

By Walker Styles     Illustrated by Ben Whitehouse

Meet Rider Woofson, a dog detective with a 
nose for finding clues and trouble. Along with 
his pack of canine investigators, these pups 
are always on a hunt to collar criminals!

Publication Date: March 2018

SUPER TURBO
#9: SUPER TURBO AND THE FOUNTAIN OF DOOM

By Lee Kirby     Illustrated by George O’Connor

He’s not just the class pet hamster, he’s SUPER 
TURBO! In this hilarious series that’s packed 
with adventure, Captain Awesome’s loyal 
sidekick is the star of the show!

Publication Date: August 2019

ITTY BITTY PRINCESS KITTY
#9: TEA FOR TWO

By Melody Mews
Illustrated by Ellen Stubbings

Join Itty Bitty Princess Kitty and her friends 
on their adventures throughout Lollyland in 
this sweet and adorable chapter book series 
that’s filled with unicorns, fairies, talking 
flowers, and more.

Publication Date: November 2021

HENRY HECKELBECK
#7: HENRY HECKELBECK SPY VS. SPY

By Wanda Coven
Illustrated by Priscilla Burris

Join Heidi Heckelbeck’s little brother, Henry, 
on all-new adventures as he deals with 
everyday childhood challenges . . . with a bit 
of help from his own magical Book of Spells 
in this bewitching chapter book series.

Publication Date: September 2021

HEIDI HECKELBECK
#33: HEIDI HECKELBECK AND THE SNOW DAY 
SURPRISE

By Wanda Coven     Illustrated by Priscilla Burris

Join Heidi Heckelbeck and her friends at 
Brewster Elementary on their charming 
adventures as they face everyday challenges 
with help from Heidi’s magical Book of Spells.

Publication Date: August 2021

MIA MAYHEM
#11: MIA MAYHEM RIDES THE WAVES

By Kara West     Illustrated by Leeza Hernandez

Mia Mayhem is a witty, action-packed series 
about a regular girl who has a super secret—
she’s a superhero-in-training—and when 
she goes on adventures . . . mishaps follow.

Publication Date: June 2021

THE KINGDOM OF WRENLY
#16: THE DREAM PORTAL

By Jordan Quinn     Illustrated by Robert McPhillips

Journey to the magical Kingdom of Wrenly 
and join Prince Lucas and his best friend 
Clara on their epic adventures!

Publication Date: May 2021
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JEANIE & GENIE 
#4: NOT-SO-HAPPY CAMPER 
#5: BROTHER BE GONE! 
#6: WHEN WISHES GO WRONG
By Trish Granted
Illustrated by Manuela López

When Jeanie Bell meets Willow Davis, Jeanie’s fairly normal life will never 
be the same . . . because Willow is a genie! Jeanie soon realizes that having 
a genie for a friend can come in handy, but having a genie friend who 
sometimes gets her spells wrong can come with problems. Get ready for 
their magical adventures!

In Not-So-Happy Camper, Jeanie and Willow’s camping adventure puts their 
friendship to the test when two of Jeanie’s camping friends aren’t all that nice 
to Willow. Willow promised Jeanie she wouldn’t grant any wishes this trip, but 
she’s beginning to wish she hadn’t made that promise.

In Brother Be Gone!, Jeanie wishes that her little brother would leave her 
alone. But then her brother really does disappear! When your best friend is a 
genie, you need to be careful what you wish for. . . .

Something is off with Willow’s wish granting in When Wishes Go Wrong. 
Instead of only granting the most sincere wishes, anytime anyone says 
“I wish,” Willow grants it! Can the girls fix Willow’s powers?

Publication Date: #4: June 2021; #5: September 2021; #6: November 2021
Ages: 5–9
Page Extent: 128 pp

GOOD DOG 
#4: FIREWORKS NIGHT 
#5: THE SWIMMING HOLE 
#6: LIFE IS GOOD
By Cam Higgins
Illustrated by Ariel Landy

Meet Bo Davis, a lovable and rambunctious puppy who is an expert at 
finding adventure on his family farm.

It’s summertime in Fireworks Night, and Bo Davis loves summer. The grass 
is greener, the days are warmer, and there are cookouts with fireworks on 
special nights. But do the other animals love fireworks as much as Bo?

In The Swimming Hole, it’s a hot summer day, and Bo and his family decide to 
cool off. They take Bo to a swimming hole on their farm. But Bo hasn’t gone 
swimming before. Can he learn how in time to join in on the fun?

In Life Is Good, Bo experiences his first snowfall. But when he sees that the 
barn cats are freezing their tails off, Bo decides to lend a helping paw and 
invite them into his warm and cozy home.

Publication Date: #4: May 2021; #5: July 2021; #6: October 2021
Ages: 5–9
Page Extent: 128 pp

New Little Simon Chapter Books!
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HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA: TRANSFORMANIA
Get ready for another fang-tastic movie with your favorite 
monsters! Hotel Transylvania: Transformania is set to release on 
August 6, 2021.

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA: TRANSFORMANIA 
MOVIE NOVELIZATION
Adapted by Patty Michaels 
Imprint: Simon Spotlight

Fans will love reliving every monster-rific  
minute of the film with this novelization that  
comes with an eight-page, full-color, glossy insert!

Publication Date: July 2021
Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 144 pp

VIVO MOVIE NOVELIZATION
Adapted by Ximena Hastings
Imprint: Simon Spotlight

This funny and heartfelt novelization features 
an eight-page insert of images from the 
film and is sure to have readers singing and 
laughing along!

Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 144 pp

MEET VIVO! 
Adapted by May Nakamura
Imprint: Simon Spotlight

The adventure will continue for families 
with this cheerful and colorful board book 
adaptation!

Ages: 2–5
Page Extent: 14 pp

Vivo, the highly anticipated animated movie-musical 
with original songs by Lin-Manuel Miranda.

COVER NOT FINAL

COVER NOT FINAL

JOURNEY TO MIAMI! 
Adapted by Patty Michaels
Illustrated by Derek Ortega
Imprint: Simon Spotlight

Journey to Miami with Vivo in this Level 2  
Ready-to-Read based on the movie!

Ages: 5–7
Page Extent: 32 pp

JAM SESH!
Adapted by May Nakamura
Illustrated by Alex Cho
Imprint: Simon Spotlight

This 8 x 8 storybook includes a cardstock drum 
that readers can use to jam along with Vivo!

Ages: 3–7
Page Extent: 16 pp

ENCORE! 
Adapted by Cala Spinner
Illustrated by Alex Cho
Imprint: Simon Spotlight

Vivo sets off on a musical journey in this 8 x 8 
storybook that’s sure to delight young fans!

Ages: 3–7
Page Extent: 24 pp

COVER NOT FINAL

COVER NOT FINAL

COVER NOT FINAL

TM

Publication Date for All Titles: November 2021 
RIGHTS SOLD: French
TM & © 2021 Sony Pictures Animation Inc. All Rights Reserved
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Designed for beginning readers who are interested in graphic novels, the 
Ready‑to‑Read Graphics line features compelling stories and engaging art, 
easy‑to‑follow panels and speech bubbles, and memorable characters that 
will get kids excited about reading!

THUNDER AND CLUCK 
#2: THE BRAVE FRIEND LEADS THE WAY!
By Jill Esbaum
Illustrated by Miles Thompson
Imprint: Simon Spotlight

Two dinosaurs with larger-than-life personalities become unlikely friends in this silly and 
sweet new Level 1 Ready-to-Read Graphics book!

It is a hot day. Thunder and Cluck find a dark, cool cave. But which friend is brave enough to 
lead the way in?

JILL ESBAUM is an accomplished picture book and beginning-reader author whose books 
have been nominated for many awards and named to notable children’s book lists. 
MILES THOMPSON is a veteran animator and book illustrator who brings an unparalleled 
knowledge of storyboarding and conveying action and humor in art.

Publication Date: August 2021
Ages: 4–6 
Page Extent: 64 pp
RIGHTS SOLD: Chinese (simplified)

NUGGET AND DOG 
#2: YUM FEST IS THE BEST!
By Jason Tharp
Imprint: Simon Spotlight 

Join a hot dog named Dog and a chicken nugget named Nugget in this Level 2 
Ready‑to‑Read Graphics book that’s perfect for beginning readers.

Nugget and Dog and everyone in Gastropolis are excited about Yum Fest, the coolest fall fair 
around. But a unicorn-puppy tries to spoil all the fun. Can Nugget and Dog use kindness and 
their K.E.T.C.H.U.P club to save the fair?

Publication Date: August 2021
Ages: 5–7
Page Extent: 64 pp
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SUPER TURBO 
#3: SUPER TURBO VS.  
THE PENCIL POINTER
By Edgar Powers
Imprint: Little Simon

In this brand-new graphic novel series, the 
classroom pets of Sunnyview Elementary 
band together to form a superpet superhero 
league. The fate of the world rests on their 
adorable shoulders!

Publication Date: #3: June 2021;  
#4: August 2021; #5: September 2021; 
#6: November 2021
Ages: 5–9
Page Extent: 144 pp

PUP DETECTIVES 
#3: THE SOCCER MYSTERY 
By Felix Gumpaw
Imprint: Little Simon

In this new action-packed graphic novel 
series, the Pup Detectives of Pawston 
Elementary join forces to solve mysteries. 
Pencil thieves and lunchtime bandits don’t 
stand a chance!

Publication Date: #3: June 2021; #4: July 2021;  
#5: August 2021; #6: October 2021
Ages: 5–9
Page Extent: 144 pp

DRAGON KINGDOM OF WRENLY 
#3: NIGHT HUNT  
By Jordan Quinn
Imprint: Little Simon

Follow Ruskin, the beloved scarlet dragon from the bestselling 
Kingdom of Wrenly series, in this brand-new graphic novel full 
of magical quests, epic adventures, action-packed stories, and 
DRAGONS!

Publication Date: #3: May 2021; #4: July 2021; #5: September 2021; 
#6: November 2021
Ages: 5–9
Page Extent: 144 pp 
RIGHTS SOLD: Italian, Russian
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FRANNY K. STEIN, MAD SCIENTIST 
#10: MOOD SCIENCE 
By Jim Benton 
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

Franny K. Stein is back in her tenth laugh-out-loud experimental adventure from 
Jim Benton, the New York Times bestselling author-illustrator of the Dear Dumb Diary 
and It’s Happy Bunny series.

Franny is having a tough time managing, because her feelings are getting in the way. So she 
physically removes them with the help of one of her machines.

But it turns out that NOT having feelings can make things even worse, especially when you’ve 
accidentally released a virus that’s turning everybody into toads.

Good thing she has the help of her grandma, Granny Fran, and her sense of duty to help her 
shake the apathy.

Over 5 million copies of Franny K. Stein titles have sold worldwide!

Publication Date: August 2021
Ages: 6–10 
Page Extent: 128 pp
RIGHTS SOLD: Basque, Chinese (complex), Chinese (simplified), French, Japanese, 
Korean, Polish, Portuguese (Brazil), Spanish, Thai, Turkish, UK, Vietnamese

NIGHT FRIGHTS 
#1: THE HAUNTED MUSTACHE 
#2: THE LURKING LIMA BEAN
By Joe McGee
Illustrated by Teo Skaffa
Imprint: Aladdin

For fans of Goosebumps and Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark, a new series of spooky, silly, 
scary stories to keep you up at night!

Welcome to Wolver Hollow, a small town nestled in the woods and mountains, where WiFi 
doesn’t seem to work and weird things happen. But only the kids notice the monsters, ghosts, 
strange lights in the sky, and things that’ll make your skin crawl.

In The Haunted Mustache, the kids learn that after the accidental explosion of a quarry 
foreman, his mustache was all that remained. Legend has it that it returns every year on the 
anniversary of his death, seeking a lip to claim as its own! Fourth graders Parker and Lucas 
intend to prove that there’s no truth to this story . . . only to find themselves in the middle of a 
very hairy nightmare.

In The Lurking Lima Bean, Madeline Harper is sent to bed for not eating her vegetables, but 
she finds that there is something far worse than her mother’s anger. A Lima bean scorned is a 
terrible thing and it will not stop until Madeline Harper “eats. her. vegetables.”

Publication Date: August 2021
Ages: 7–10
Page Extent: 160 pp
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MS. FROGBOTTOM’S FIELD TRIPS 
#3: FANGS FOR HAVING US! 
#4: GET A HOLD OF YOUR ELF!
By Nancy Krulik
Illustrated by Harry Briggs
Imprint: Aladdin

The Magic School Bus meets the Magic Tree House books in a new chapter book series 
about a teacher who uses a magical map to take her class all over the world to face mythical 
creatures and learn about the places they call home.

In Fangs for Having Us!, Ms. Frogbottom’s class is on a field trip to Romania, where a visit to 
Dracula’s castle brings them face-to-fang with vampires, garlic, bats, and—yikes!—could it be 
the legendary count himself? And in Get a Hold of Your Elf!, Ms. Frogbottom’s class is on a 
field trip to Iceland, where the kids meet terrifying and sneaky trolls and worry they will never 
return home when the Magic Map goes missing!

Publication Date: #3: July 2021; #4: September 2021
Ages: 7–10
Page Extent: 144 pp

THE INVINCIBLE GIRLS CLUB 
#2: ART WITH HEART 
By Rachele Alpine
Illustrated by Addy Rivera Sonda
Imprint: Aladdin

The Invincible Girls are determined to make a positive difference in their school and community through 
volunteering and acts of kindness! 

In Art with Heart, when someone starts leaving mean messages about Emelyn and other kids 
around the school, she and her three BFFs Laura, Ruby, and Myka decide to fight negativity 
with positivity.  

Publication Date: May 2021
Ages: 7–10
Page Extent: 160 pp

UNICORN UNIVERSITY 
#3: SHAMROCK’S SEASIDE SLEEPOVER
By Daisy Sunshine
Illustrated by Monique Dong
Imprint: Aladdin

For those who love magic, happiness, and My Little Pony, this sparkling new chapter book series follows 
the trials and triumphs of young foals attending Unicorn University.

In the third book, the four unicorn friends have a sleepover at Sapphire’s barn by the sea! It will be a night full 
of yummy snacks, silly pranks, and maybe even spooky stories. But what if the ghosts aren’t just in the tales? 
What if one is . . . real? 

Publication Date: June 2021
Ages: 6–9
Page Extent: 80 pp
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HARDY BOYS CLUE BOOK 
#14: THE BAD LUCK SKATE
By Franklin W. Dixon
Illustrated by Santy Gutierrez
Imprint: Aladdin

When the Bayport Checkers’ lucky hockey skate is sabotaged right before their big game, 
Frank and Joe will need all the luck they can get to score the truth.

Frank and Joe are excited to be supporting their friends on the Bayport Checkers as they face 
off against the Southport Snipers in the Division Hockey Championship game. But when 
someone dumps paint all over the team’s lucky skate just before the game, their star player 
is sure the team’s luck has run out. As more and more things go wrong, the team starts to 
wonder: Have they really lost their luck or is someone trying to psych them out? 

Publication Date: August 2021
Ages: 6–9
Page Extent: 96 pp

HARDY BOYS ADVENTURES 
#23: MYSTERY ON THE MAYHEM EXPRESS
By Franklin W. Dixon
Imprint: Aladdin

Brother detectives Frank and Joe go full steam ahead to find the truth in the next thrilling 
Hardy Boys Adventure.

The Hardys and some of their friends hop aboard an old train that’s been turned into a murder 
mystery experience. A cast of actors will perform an immersive theatrical production while 
passengers assume roles in the game and try their hand at solving the case. This should be a 
piece of cake for Joe and Frank!

But then one of the cast members goes missing, and it quickly becomes clear that this is not 
part of the act. For the Hardys, the mystery has gone from fun to deadly serious. Will Frank 
and Joe be able to figure out how someone can vanish on a moving train before this case 
goes completely off the rails?

Publication Date: June 2021
Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 176 pp
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NANCY DREW CLUE BOOK 
#16: DUCK DERBY DEBACLE
By Carolyn Keene
Illustrated by Peter Francis
Imprint: Aladdin

When the rubber duckies for the River Heights duck derby go missing, the Clue Crew is ready to 
“quack” the case in this interactive chapter book mystery series.

River Heights is hosting a duck derby to raise funds for the park. Nancy, Bess, and George want to help, so 
they ask Mayor Strong if they can number the rubber duckies that will be used in the race. Then the box 
holding the duckies goes missing from Nancy’s doorstep! Will the Clue Crew figure out who flew off with 
their rubber duckies before the mayor finds out?

Publication Date: July 2021
Ages: 6–9
Page Extent: 112 pp
RIGHTS SOLD: Russian

NANCY DREW DIARIES  
#22: A CAPITOL CRIME
By Carolyn Keene
Imprint: Aladdin

When Nancy’s father goes missing, she, Bess, and George head to Washington, DC, on a high‑stakes 
mission to find him.

Nancy’s slumber party with Bess and George is interrupted by a call from a number she doesn’t 
recognize. Her dad never showed up for his panel at a conference. Worried, Nancy and the gang hop on 
the next flight to DC to investigate. There they retrace Mr. Drew's steps  to figure out what went wrong or 
who might be out to do him harm. If they don’t solve this mystery, it may cost Mr. Drew his life.

Publication Date: May 2021
Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 208 pp
RIGHTS SOLD: Norwegian, Portuguese (Brazil), Russian, Turkish

TOM SWIFT INVENTORS’ ACADEMY 
#7: THE BLURRED BLOGGER
By Victor Appleton
Imprint: Aladdin

Tom and his friends track down a mysterious blogger who pushes pranks too far in this series that’s 
perfect for fans of the Hardy Boys or Alex Rider.

A series of videos showing hidden-camera footage of students being pranked are the talk of Tom Swift’s 
school. Everyone's on edge, and Sam, tired of the tension, decides to take matters into her own hands. 
But as Sam pieces the clues together, she unveils the biggest prank of all—someone’s trying to frame her 
for the videos! Can Tom and his friends unmask the blogger and clear Sam’s name before they become 
the targets of the prankster’s increasingly nefarious stunts?

Publication Date: June 2021
Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 160 pp
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ALLEY & REX
By Joel Ross
Illustrated by Nicole Miles
Imprint: Atheneum Books for Young Readers

Alley has the heart of a lion and the test scores of a baked potato. Rex is a boy genius in a 
bunny suit. Together they will rule the school—one test at a time.

Alley Katz is innocently trying to help a bunch of younger kids when the burrito hits the fan. 
Literally. A burrito. A ceiling fan. A hail of beans. Now he has to get an A on his science test or 
he’ll be transferred to the dreaded Steggles Academy.

An A seems impossible! Alley is kind, intrepid, and well liked, but for some reason he doesn’t 
get graded on any of that. So the principal assigns a peer mentor to help: Rex, a young genius 
who wears a bunny suit. 

Alley is totally in favor of both bunnies and geniuses, but he doesn’t need Rex. He has his own 
foolproof plan to ace the test. Still, Rex is determined to fulfill his duty as Alley’s mentor—and 
he may need some help of his own. One boy needs to stay in school; the other needs to get 
through it. Can this odd couple save the day—and each other?

Publication Date: September 2021
Ages: 8–12 
Page Extent: 144 pp

THE GREAT GHOST HOAX
By Emily Ecton
Illustrated by David Mottram
Imprint: Atheneum Books for Young Readers

The Secret Life of Pets meets Scooby Doo in this hilarious adventure of a group of furry 
friends who try to hunt down a ghost!

Butterbean is bored. She and the other pets pulled off a heist once, but that was, like, a million 
years ago. Nothing exciting has happened since then. That is, until Mrs. Third Floor shows up 
at their apartment, convinced there’s a ghost in the building.

Mrs. Third Floor’s rental unit is showing signs of paranormal activity—eerie noises, objects 
moving when no one is there, fish disappearing from the tank overnight. The pets decide to 
investigate. Soon they’re confronted with a bigger problem than just ghosts: professional 
ghost hunters who are offering to drive out the spirits for a hefty fee. It’s up to Butterbean 
and the rest of the gang to save Mrs. Third Floor from losing her life savings to scammers, all 
while dealing with some really annoying new animals. Can the furry friends uncover the truth 
in time?

Publication Date: September 2021
Ages: 8–12 
Page Extent: 272 pp
RIGHTS SOLD FOR THE GREAT PET HEIST : Czech, Russian
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LOLA BENKO, TREASURE HUNTER  
#2: THE MIDNIGHT MARKET
By Beth McMullen
Imprint: Aladdin

In the second book of this series by Mrs. Smith’s Spy School for Girls author Beth 
McMullen, twelve‑year‑old Lola Benko and friends embark on another treasure-hunting 
adventure—City Spies meets Indiana Jones.

After saving her father and the world, twelve-year-old Lola Benko and her new best friends Jin 
and Hannah are ready for their next treasure-hunting adventure. They decide to try their luck 
at a competition where the prize for the winning team is an invitation to join the legendary 
Task Force. If they win, they will be given plum assignments in treasure hunting around 
the globe. 

When their former nemesis shows up unexpectedly, she makes an offer they can’t refuse: 
help her find the legendary Helm of Darkness and she will help them come out on top in 
the competition. They just have to go to the mysterious Midnight Market, where the Helm 
is rumored to be. But one serious mistake puts the whole Helm operation into jeopardy. 
Will they prove they have what it takes?

Publication Date: August 2021
Ages: 9–13
Page Extent: 304 pp

TANGLED UP IN LUCK
By Merrill Wyatt
Imprint: Margaret K. McElderry Books

When middle-grade enemies Sloane and Amelia research a missing set of jewels for a class 
project, they begin to realize that the answers to the unsolved case might be much closer to 
home, in this fun-filled mystery for fans of Book Scavenger and Lemons.

If you told Sloane Osburn and Amelia Miller-Poe that they’d be hiding in their town cemetery 
from an evil mastermind, they would have been hard-pressed to believe you. If you also told 
them that person was intent on beating them to a cache of long-lost jewels, using nothing 
more than a slingshot and wicked aim, they’d have been sure you got your facts wrong. 
Finally, if you told them they’d be doing all of this as friends . . . well, they would have been 
sure you needed medical attention. 

Whether through serendipity (really, really good luck) or zemblanity (really, really bad luck), 
someone tricked their teacher into using the seventh-grade class to investigate the mystery 
of their town’s long-missing treasure. From there, things have escalated. Quickly. Now the 
girls are hiding behind a gravestone and dodging acorns (Who knew acorns could be so 
threatening?), a few clues short of those jewels.

It’s up to these enemies-turned-partners to uncover those centuries-old clues to find the 
treasure at the end of this book before the mysterious person on their trail can get to it first. . . .

Publication Date: November 2021
Ages: 8–12 
Page Extent: 256 pp
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THE NIGHT RIDE
By J. Anderson Coats
Imprint: Atheneum Books for Young Readers

The Black Stallion meets Tamora Pierce in this story of a girl whose new job at the royal 
stables seems like the chance of a lifetime—until she discovers a dangerous secret.

Sonnia loves horses more than anything. She works at her family’s struggling pony-ride 
business, but dreams of the beautiful steeds in the royal stables, especially Ricochet, 
the one she’s been slowly saving money to buy even though she knows people from her 
impoverished neighborhood are rarely so lucky.

Then Ricochet is moved to the racetrack across town, and Sonnia lands a job there. Now she 
can see Ricochet every day and earn enough money to buy him in no time—all while helping 
her family with her new wages! She even joins the junior racing cadre to train to become a 
jockey. But then she uncovers their secret pastime: competing in the Night Ride, a dangerous 
and highly illegal race in the darkest hours before dawn. 

Sonnia must decide which is more important—her own future security or the safety of the 
horses. If she doesn’t speak up, she’ll be able to earn enough to buy her beloved Ricochet. 
But would she be able to live with herself?

Publication Date: October 2021
Ages: 8–12 
Page Extent: 256 pp

ONE KID’S TRASH
By Jamie Sumner
Imprint: Atheneum Books for Young Readers

From the acclaimed author of Roll with It and Tune It Out comes a funny and moving 
middle-grade novel about a boy who uses his unusual talent to try to fit in at his new 
school.

Hugo O’Donnell is not happy about being dragged halfway across the state of Colorado just 
because his dad had a midlife crisis and decided to become a ski instructor. It’d be different 
if Hugo wasn’t so tiny, if girls didn’t think he was adorable like a puppy in a purse and guys 
didn’t call him “leprechaun” and rub his head for luck. But here he is, the tiny new kid on his 
first day of middle school.

When his fellow students discover his remarkable talent for garbology, the science of studying 
trash to tell you anything you could ever want to know about a person, Hugo becomes the 
cool kid for the first time in his life. But what happens when it all goes to his head?

Publication Date: August 2021
Ages: 10 up
Page Extent: 240 pp
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OUT OF MY HEART
By Sharon M. Draper
Imprint: Caitlyn Dlouhy Books

Out of My Mind was the groundbreaking, heart-shattering, ultimately send‑your‑heart‑soaring 
portrayal of Melody, a fifth grader with a brilliant mind trapped within her differently abled 
body. It sold over two million copies, won countless awards, and led to readers clamoring to 
know what happened to Melody next. 

At long last, we find out, in Out of My Heart. Melody, now in sixth grade, continues to refuse 
to let cerebral palsy hold her back. She sets her sights, and her heart, on going to summer 
camp and learning to ride a horse. That she’s actually scared of horses just makes her all the 
more determined to push past her fears in order to achieve her goal: to gallop across a field 
on the animal she has always loved from afar.

SHARON M. DRAPER is a three-time New York Times bestselling author and a recipient of the 
Margaret A. Edwards Award honoring her significant and lasting contribution to writing for 
teens. She has received the Coretta Scott King Award for both Copper Sun and Forged by Fire, 
and was awarded the Charlotte Huck Award for Stella by Starlight. Her novel Out of My Mind 
has won multiple awards and was a New York Times bestseller for over three years, and 
Blended has also been a New York Times bestseller.

Publication Date: September 2021
Ages: 10 up
Page Extent: 320 pp
RIGHTS SOLD FOR OUT OF MY MIND : Arabic, Armenian, 
Catalan, Chinese (complex), Chinese (simplified), Dutch, 
French, Georgian, German, Hebrew, Italian, Japanese, 
Korean, Polish, Portuguese (Brazil), Romanian, Russian, 
Spanish, Turkish, UK, Ukrainian, Vietnamese
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THE THIRTEENTH HOUR
By Quinn Sosna-Spear
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

Quinn Sosna-Spear’s second novel transports readers to dark, fantastical worlds—perfect 
for fans of Roald Dahl, Neil Gaiman, and Tim Burton.

When Aunt Jo gives Rosemary a pocket watch with vague instructions, Rosemary assumes 
that the heirloom is simply another one of Aunt Jo’s oddities—until she unlocks a dream world 
full of magic. While sleeping, she befriends a trio of outcasts with special powers and joins 
their war against the ominous Tall Man.

Rosemary thinks this world is only a dream until a bully steals the pocket watch, and the line 
between dream and reality collide as he’s sucked into the Eleventh Hour. Now Rosemary 
must gather magic from all twelve dream worlds to rescue the boy who makes her life a living 
nightmare.

Publication Date: October 2021
Ages: 8–12 
Page Extent: 336 pp
RIGHTS SOLD FOR THE REMARKABLE INVENTIONS OF WALTER MORTINSON : 
Chinese (simplified)

TEN THOUSAND TRIES
By Amy Makechnie
Imprint: Atheneum Books for Young Readers

A middle school soccer whiz’s determination to keep things from changing is tested when 
his father’s ALS symptoms worsen in this touching story about growing up and facing loss.

They say it takes ten thousand hours to become a master of something—and that’s what 
twelve-year-old Golden Maroni plans to do. He’s going to put ten thousand hours into 
perfecting his soccer skills and being named captain of his team, like his hero Lionel Messi. 
He’ll put ten thousand hours into stopping his best friend, Lucy, from moving away. And 
Golden is determined to put ten thousand hours into helping his soccer-star dad beat ALS, 
though his mom says there’s no cure. Even if it takes ten thousand tries, Golden won’t let Dad 
give up. 

But it seems like the more hours Golden puts into becoming master of his universe, the more 
it spirals out of orbit. As Dad continues to decline, Golden starts to wonder whether mastering 
something really means being in control of everything. What if it means letting go of the 
things you can’t control so you can try to do the most good for the things you can?

Publication Date: July 2021
Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 384 pp
RIGHTS SOLD FOR THE UNFORGETTABLE GUINEVERE ST. CLAIR : French
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CUPCAKE DIARIES 
#34: MIA’S SWEET SURPRISES
By Coco Simon
Imprint: Simon Spotlight

Mia goes on vacation and meets up with the girls from the Sprinkle Sundays series in the 
latest adventure of best friends Katie, Mia, Emma, and Alexis!

Things are slow at the cupcake shop this summer, so when Mia’s dad invites her on a long 
weekend trip to meet some of his college friends, she jumps at the chance—especially when 
she hears they have a daughter her age. It turns out she and her friends work in an ice cream 
shop. Not only does Mia end up making new friends, but she also comes back with a new 
invention for the Cupcake Girls: an ice-cream cone cupcake!

Over 2 million copies sold!

Publication Date: May 2021
Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 160 pp
RIGHTS SOLD: French, Indonesian, Portuguese (Brazil), 
Turkish, UK

DONUT DREAMS  
#6: READY TO ROLL! 
#7: DONUT GOALS
By Coco Simon
Imprint: Simon Spotlight

A sweet middle-grade series from the author of Cupcake Diaries and Sprinkle Sundays! 

In Ready to Roll!, Kelsey’s friends tease her about always having strong opinions, so she 
decides to start a blog, Kelsey’s Corner. Kelsey is positive her words will be her ticket to 
popularity. But she soon discovers a handful of good friends is far better than a baker’s dozen 
of insincere ones.

In Donut Goals, Molly loses her confidence on the soccer field when an opposing player 
makes rude comments about Molly’s soccer skills and appearance. Is Molly really not as good 
a player as she thinks?

Publication Date: #6: May 2021; #7: August 2021
Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 160 pp
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LONG DISTANCE
By Whitney Gardner
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

From the creator of Fake Blood comes an exceptionally charming story about the endurance 
of friendships both near and very, very far away.

When Vega’s parents decide it’s time to pack up and move to a new city, Vega is more than 
upset—she’s downright miserable. Forced to leave her one and only best friend, Halley, 
behind, Vega is convinced she’ll never make another friend again.

To help her adjust to the move, her parents send Vega off to summer camp to make new 
friends—except Vega doesn’t want to make any new friends at all. But when her cell phone 
unexpectedly calls it quits, and she notices how things at camp are getting 
stranger and stranger, Vega has no choice but to team up with her bunkmates 
to help her figure out what’s going on.

Publication Date: June 2021
Ages: 10 up
Page Extent: 320 pp
RIGHTS SOLD FOR FAKE BLOOD : Italian, Russian
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TINY DANCER
By Siena Cherson Siegel
Illustrated by Mark Siegel

A teenage ballet dancer struggles to find her next step, and her place in the world, in this 
exquisite graphic novel memoir—a follow-up to the award-winning To Dance.

All her life, Siena has dreamed of being a ballerina. Her love of movement and dedication 
to the craft earned her a spot at the School of American Ballet, and she hopes to become 
a member of George Balanchine’s world famous New York City Ballet company. Siena has 
worked hard for many years to be a professional ballet dancer, but injury and doubt are 
starting to take their toll. 

Maybe it’s time for her to look beyond the world of dance, but her whole identity has been 
shaped by ballet. When you have spent your entire life working toward something, how do 
you figure out what comes next? And how do you figure out who you are without the thing 
that defined you? 

Publication Date: October 2021
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 272 pp

THE DIRE DAYS OF WILLOWWEEP MANOR
By Shaenon K. Garrity
Illustrated by Christopher Baldwin
Imprint: Margaret K. McElderry Books

Nimona meets Paper Girls with a literary twist in this wickedly funny graphic novel 
about a teenager who is swept up in a strange new universe and must save it from an 
all‑consuming evil in order to return home.

One dark and stormy night, Haley sees a stranger drowning in the river. Since her greatest 
passion is gothic romance novels, Haley knows her moment has come. But when she 
leaps into the water to rescue him, she finds herself in Willowweep. It certainly looks 
like the setting of one of her favorite books: A stately manor. A sinister housekeeper. 
Three brooding brothers. There’s even a ghost.

Except Willowweep is not what it seems. Its romantic exterior hides the workings of a 
pocket universe—the only protection our world has against a great force of evil. And its 
defenses are crumbling. Could cruel fate make Haley the heroine that Willowweep needs?

Publication Date: July 2021
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 224 pp

R
IG

H
T

S
 G

U
ID

E
               B

O
L

O
G

N
A

 2
0

2
1

65



ARISTOTLE AND DANTE DIVE INTO THE WATERS OF THE WORLD
By Benjamin Alire Sáenz
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

In Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe, two boys in a border town fell 
in love. Now they must discover what it means to stay in love and build a relationship in 
a world that seems to challenge their very existence.

Ari has spent all of high school burying who he really is, staying silent and invisible. He 
expected his senior year to be the same. But something in him cracked open when he fell in 
love with Dante, and he can’t go back. Suddenly he finds himself reaching out to new friends, 
standing up to bullies of all kinds, and making his voice heard. And, always, there is Dante, 
dreamy, witty Dante, who can get on Ari’s nerves and fill him with desire all at once. 

The boys are determined to forge a path for themselves in a world that doesn’t understand 
them. But when Ari is faced with a shocking loss, he’ll have to fight like never before to create 
a life that is truthfully, joyfully his own. 

Publication Date: October 2021
Ages: 14 up
Page Extent: 544 pp
RIGHTS SOLD FOR ARISTOTLE AND DANTE DISCOVER THE SECRETS OF THE UNIVERSE : 
Bulgarian, Catalan, Czech, Danish, Dutch, French, German, Hebrew, Hungarian, 
Italian, Korean, Lithuanian, Polish, Portuguese (Brazil), Romanian, Russian, 
Serbian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, Thai, Turkish, UK, Vietnamese
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MISFIT IN LOVE
By S. K. Ali
Imprint: Salaam Reads

In this fun and fresh companion to Saints and Misfits, Janna hopes her brother’s wedding 
will be the perfect start to her own summer of love, but attractive new arrivals have her 
more confused than ever.

Janna Yusuf is so excited for the weekend: her brother Muhammad’s getting married, and 
she’s reuniting with her mom, whom she’s missed the whole summer.

And Nuah’s arriving for the weekend too. Sweet, constant Nuah. The last time she saw him, 
Janna wasn’t ready to reciprocate his feelings for her. But things are different now. She is 
finished with high school, ready for college, . . . and ready for Nuah.

It’s time for Janna’s (carefully planned) summer of love to begin—starting right at the 
wedding. But it wouldn’t be a wedding if everything went according to plan. Muhammad’s 
party choices aren’t in line with his fiancée’s taste at all, Janna’s dad is acting strange, and her 
mom is spending more time with an old friend (and maybe love interest?) than with Janna. 
And Nuah is treating her differently.

Just when things couldn’t get more complicated, two newcomers—
the dreamy Haytham and brooding Layth—have Janna more 
confused than ever about what her misfit heart really wants.

Publication Date: May 2021
Ages: 14 up
Page Extent: 320 pp
RIGHTS SOLD FOR SAINTS AND MISFITS : Indonesian

THE LAST WORDS WE SAID
By Leah Scheier
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

A poignant romance for fans of Jennifer Niven and Gayle Forman, about what happens 
when your best friend is also your first love . . . and your first loss.

Nine months ago, Danny disappeared. His closest friends, Ellie, Rae, and Deenie, are all 
dealing with the loss differently. Rae is pouring herself into rage-baking. Deenie’s deepening 
her commitment to Orthodox Judaism. And Ellie—who was Danny’s girlfriend and closest 
friend—is the only one who doesn’t believe he’s dead.

Because she still sees him.

In chapters that alternate between past and present, the story of Ellie and Danny unspools—
from their serendipitous meeting to Danny’s effortless absorption into the girls’ friend group, 
to Danny and Ellie falling for each other. In the past, they were the perfect couple—until it 
all went wrong. In the present, Ellie’s looking for answers. She, Rae, and Deenie all have 
secrets . . . and they each hold a clue about the night Danny disappeared. Can the friends 
come together to uncover the truth about Danny? Or will tragedy drive them apart for good?

Publication Date: August 2021
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 320 pp
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ALL THIS TIME
By Mikki Daughtry and Rachael Lippincott
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

From the team that brought you #1 New York Times bestseller Five Feet Apart comes 
another gripping romance that asks: What happens when you find the person of your 
dreams, but reality gets in the way?

Publication Date: September 2020
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 336 pp
RIGHTS SOLD: Czech, Danish, Dutch, French, Georgian, German, Hungarian, Italian, 
Lithuanian, Polish, Portuguese (Brazil), Portuguese (Portugal), Romanian, Russian, 
Slovak, Spanish, Turkish, UK 

By Rachael Lippincott
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

In her solo YA debut, Rachael Lippincott, coauthor of #1 New York Times bestseller 
Five Feet Apart and All This Time, weaves a captivating, heartfelt love story about 
learning who you are and who you love when the person you’ve always shared 
yourself with is gone.

Emily and her mom were always lucky. Every heatedly competitive bingo night in their 
small, quirky town of Huckabee, they picked card number 505 and thought about which 
prize they would choose when they inevitably won. But Emily’s mom’s luck ran out three 
years ago when she succumbed to cancer, and nothing has felt right for Emily since.

Now, the summer before her senior year, things are worse than ever because not only 
has Emily wrecked things with her boyfriend Matt, whom her mom was convinced she 
belonged with, but her dad is selling the house she grew up in and giving her mom’s 
belongings away. Soon she’ll have no connections left to Mom but her lucky quarter. And 
with her best friend, Kiera, away for the summer and her other friends taking her ex’s 
side, the only person she has to talk to about it is her dad’s best friend’s daughter, Blake, a 
girl she barely knows since she and her dad just moved back to town five seconds ago.

But that’s when Emily finds the list—her mom’s senior year summer bucket list—buried 
in a box in the back of her mom’s closet. When Blake suggests that Emily take it on as a 
challenge, the two set off on a journey to tick each box and help Emily face her fears over 
losing her connection to her mom. As she starts to feel closer to her mother, though, 
Emily’s bond with Blake deepens into something she wasn’t expecting. And suddenly 
Emily must face another fear: accepting the secret part of herself she never got a chance 
to share with the person who knew her best.

Publication Date: June 2021
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 304 pp
RIGHTS SOLD: Danish, Dutch, Portuguese (Brazil), UK
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KIND OF SORT OF FINE
By Spencer Hall
Imprint: Atheneum Books for Young Readers

A poignant, funny, coming-of-age story looks at what happens when the image everyone 
has of us no longer matches who we are, from debut author Spencer Hall.

Senior year of high school is full of changes. For Hayley Mills, these changes aren’t exactly 
welcome. All she wants is for everyone to forget about her very public breakdown and 
remember her as the overachiever she once was—and who she’s determined to be again. But 
it’s difficult to be seen as a go-getter when she’s forced into TV Production class with all the 
slackers like Lewis Holbrook.

For Lewis, though, this is going to be his year. After a summer spent binging 1980s movies, 
he’s ready to upgrade from the role of self-described fat, funny sidekick to leading man of his 
own life—including getting the girl. The only thing standing in his way is, well, himself.

When the two are partnered up in class, neither is particularly thrilled. But then they start 
making mini documentaries about their classmates’ hidden talents, and suddenly Hayley is 
getting attention for something other than her breakdown, and Lewis isn’t just a background 
character anymore. It seems like they’re both finally getting what they want. But what 
happens when who you’ve become isn’t who you really are?

Publication Date: June 2021
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 288 pp

THE JASMINE PROJECT 
By Meredith Ireland
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

Jenny Han meets The Bachelorette in this effervescent YA romantic comedy about a 
Korean-American adoptee who unwittingly finds herself at the center of a competition for 
her heart, as orchestrated by her overbearing, loving family.

Jasmine Yap’s life is great. Well, it’s okay. She’s about to move in with her long-time boyfriend 
Paul before starting a nursing program—all of which she sort of wants to do. But her world 
is turned upside down when she catches Paul cheating. To her giant, overprotective family, 
Paul’s loss is their golden ticket to showing Jasmine that she deserves much more. The only 
problem is Jasmine refuses to meet anyone new.

But . . . what if the family set up a situation where she wouldn’t have to know? A secret 
Jasmine Project. The plan is simple: use Jasmine’s graduation party as an opportunity for 
her to meet the most eligible teen bachelors in Orlando. There’s no pressure for Jasmine to 
choose anyone, of course, but the family hopes their meticulously curated choices will show 
Jasmine how she should be treated. And maybe one will win her heart.

The party goes off without a hitch, but with the family fighting for their favorites, bachelors 
going rogue, and Paul wanting her back, the Jasmine Project could end in Jasmine finding 
love or total heartbreaking disaster.

Publication Date: September 2021
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 400 pp
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FOR ALL TIME
By Shanna Miles
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

Outlander meets The Sun Is Also a Star in this teen romance that follows two 
lovers fated to repeat their story across hundreds of lifetimes, until now. 

Tamar is a headstrong slave in Mali, a high school junior with a terminal 
illness on a last‑chance trip, a young woman struggling for independence in 
a segregated train car steaming her toward an arranged marriage. She is a 
musician, a warrior, a survivor. 

Fayard is a soldier that must obey all the rules set before him, a charming 
high school senior who wishes to give his high school sweetheart a promise 
ring, a lost young man who runs numbers for King Fats in Chicago. He is a 
con man, a pioneer, a hopeless romantic. 

Together, Tamar and Fayard have lived a thousand lives, seen the world go 
through revolutions and civil wars, and have even watched humanity take to the 
stars. But in each life one thing remains the same: Tamar and Fayard fall in love. 
Tamar and Fayard fight to be with each other. Tamar and Fayard die. Over and 
over again until, perhaps at last, they learn what it will take to break the cycle.

Publication Date: September 2021
Ages: 14 up
Page Extent: 368 pp

S
IM

O
N

 &
 S

C
H

U
S

T
E

R
 C

H
IL

D
R

E
N

’S
 P

U
B

L
IS

H
IN

G

US FICTION

70



DRAWN THAT WAY
By Elissa Sussman
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

Moxie meets 10 Things I Hate about You when a determined teen animator confronts 
sexism during an internship and finds an unexpected ally in the sometimes irritating son of 
the company’s founder in this fresh story told with a pitch-perfect voice.

Hayley Saffitz is confident, ambitious, and intent on following in the footsteps of her 
hero, renowned animation director Bryan Beckett. So when she’s given a spot in his 
once‑in‑a‑lifetime summer program, Hayley devises a plan: snag one of the internship’s 
coveted directing opportunities, dazzle Bryan with her talent, and secure a job postgraduation.

Except she doesn’t actually land one of the director positions. All of those go to boys. And one 
of them is Bryan’s son, Bear. Despite Bear’s obvious apathy for the internship, Hayley soon 
realizes that there’s more to him than she expected. As they work together, the animosity 
between them thaws into undeniable chemistry and maybe . . . something more.

But Hayley can’t stop thinking about the chance she was refused. Determined to make a name 
for herself, Hayley recruits the five other young women in the program to develop their own 
short to sneak into the film festival at the end of the summer.

As the internship winds down, however, one question remains: Will Hayley conform to the 
expectations of her idol, or will she risk her blossoming relationship with Bear—and her 
future—to prove that she’s exactly as talented as she thinks she is?

Publication Date: September 2021
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 352 pp

THE COMING STORM
By Regina M. Hansen
Imprint: Atheneum Books for Young Readers

Music, myth, and horror blend in this romantic, atmospheric fantasy debut about a teen girl 
who must fight a powerful evil that’s invaded her Prince Edward Island home—perfect for 
fans of An Enchantment of Ravens.

There’s a certain wild magic in the salt air and the thrum of the sea. Beet MacNeill has known 
this all her life. It added spice to her childhood adventures with her older cousin, Gerry, the 
two of them thick as thieves as they explored their Prince Edward Island home. So when 
Gerry comes up the path one early spring morning, Beet thinks nothing of it at first. But he is 
soaking wet and silent, and he plays a haunting tune on his fiddle that chills Beet to the bone. 
Something is very, very wrong.

Things only get worse when Marina Shaw saunters into town and takes an unsettling interest 
in Gerry’s new baby. Local lore is filled with tales of a vicious shape-shifting sea creature and 
the cold, beautiful woman who controls him—a woman who bears a striking resemblance to 
Marina. Beet is determined to find out what happened to her beloved cousin, and to prevent 
the same fate from befalling the handsome new boy in town who is winning her heart, 
whether she wants him to or not. 

Publication Date: June 2021
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 288 pp

R
IG

H
T

S
 G

U
ID

E
               B

O
L

O
G

N
A

 2
0

2
1

71



ROXY
By Neal Shusterman and Jarrod Shusterman
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

From the team that brought you the New York Times bestselling Dry comes a riveting new 
thriller that explores the opioid crisis.

The freeway is coming.

It will cut the neighborhood in two. Construction has already started, pushing toward this 
corridor of condemned houses and cracked concrete with the momentum of the inevitable. 
Yet there you are, in the fifth house on the left, fighting for your life.

Ramey, I.

The victim of the bet between two manufactured gods, Roxy and Addison—Roxicodone and 
Adderall, the low-level cronies of more illustrious bosses, who more than anything else want 
to prove their own lethality. The wager—a contest to see who can induce overdose first—is 
a race to the bottom of a party that has raged since the beginning of time. And you are only 
human, seduced by the release they bring. Tempted by the control they offer. They are 
beautiful, and they will give you the world—as long as you promise them forever.

But there are two I. Rameys—Isaac, a soccer player thrown into Roxy’s orbit by a bad fall and 
a bad doctor, and Ivy, his older sister, whose increasing frustration with her untreated ADHD 
leads her to renew her acquaintance with Addy.

Which one are you?

NEAL SHUSTERMAN is the New York Times bestselling author of more than thirty 
award‑winning books for children, teens, and adults, including the Unwind dystology, the 
Skinjacker trilogy, Downsiders, and Challenger Deep, which won the National Book Award. 
Scythe, the first book in his latest series, Arc of a Scythe, is a Michael L. Printz Honor Book. 
He also writes screenplays for motion pictures and television shows. Neal is the father of four, 
all of whom are talented writers and artists themselves.

JARROD SHUSTERMAN is the author of the short story “UnDevoured” in bestselling Unbound. 
He writes for film and television, and his talents extend to directing films and commercials. 
He was the story producer on the television movie Zedd—Moment of Clarity, and he and Neal 
Shusterman are adapting Dry for the screen. Jarrod lives in Los Angeles but enjoys travelling 
internationally and is currently studying Spanish.

Publication Date: November 2021
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 256 pp
RIGHTS SOLD FOR SCYTHE : Bulgarian, Chinese (complex), Czech, Dutch, French, Hebrew, 
Indonesian, Korean, Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese (Brazil), Romanian, Russian, Serbian, 
Slovak, Spanish, Thai, Turkish, UK, Ukrainian
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THE BONES OF RUIN
By Sarah Raughley
Imprint: Margaret K. McElderry Books

The launch of a fresh and thrilling historical fantasy trilogy set in 1880s London—which 
few know has become the battleground of the fast approaching Apocalypse—about a 
mysterious African tightrope dancer, recruited for the fight, who hopes to learn who and 
what she really is

Iris is an African tightrope walker with a secret: she cannot die. That is why a girl who looks 
not a day older than eighteen hasn’t aged in a decade—and possibly longer. Iris, haunted 
by her lack of memories from her past, is obsessed with discovering who she is. But after 
meeting the dark and alluring Adam Temple, a member of the mysterious order known only 
as the Enlightenment Committee, she learns a terrifying truth: the world is ending, and the 
Committee will control who survives and who doesn’t. 

To help them choose, the Committee is holding the Tournament of Freaks, made up of the 
best fighters with the strangest abilities. Adam wants Iris to be his champion, and he offers 
her a special incentive: fight for him, and he will reveal to her who she really is. But little does 
she know that her true identity might be something best left forgotten. 

Publication Date: September 2021
Ages: 14 up
Page Extent: 496 pp

SYSTEM DIVINE 
#3: SUNS WILL RISE
By Jessica Brody and Joanne Rendell
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

Les Misérables meets the Lunar Chronicles in this thrilling conclusion to the 
System Divine trilogy

An heir. A renegade. A convict. A cyborg. A Défecteur. Five rebels. One revolution.

It’s been three months since the Patriarche was beheaded, leaving behind no known heir. Now 
the planet of Laterre is unrecognizable. General Bonnefaçon has cleaned up the streets, fed the 
hungry, and restored peace while the next leader is decided upon. From the outside, Laterre 
seems to be flourishing. But dangerous rifts threaten to shatter the planet from within, and it’s 
revealed that the Patriarche had a daughter who is still alive. A missing Paresse heir . . . 

Alouette has been locked in a secret facility for months, interrogated on the whereabouts of 
the General’s renegade grandson. Marcellus is desperately searching for Alouette, knowing 
she’s the key to the Vangarde’s plan to overthrow the corrupt Regime, but unaware that he is 
being hunted as well.

Meanwhile an old friend solicits Chatine's help to save the Défecteur 
community from a mysterious new threat. A threat that will tie them 
all together. 

Publication Date: August 2021
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 720 pp
RIGHTS SOLD FOR SKY WITHOUT STARS : German, Romanian, Russian
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OF PRINCES AND PROMISES
By Sandhya Menon
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

From the New York Times bestselling author of When Dimple Met Rishi comes the 
second installment in a brand-new series set at an elite boarding school. Each book 
offers a contemporary spin on a fairy tale, and this one’s a delightful, romantic twist on 
The Frog Prince.

Caterina LaValle is determined to show she’s still the queen of St. Rosetta’s Academy. 
Sure, her crown may be slightly askew after what Alaric did to her last semester, but she’s 
a LaValle. She’ll find a way to march right back in there, perfect face back on, her hands 
clutching the strings to the whole puppet show. This time, she’s going to be untouchable.

Rahul Chopra knows that moment he shared with Caterina LaValle at the homecoming 
dance meant something. Surely, she feels it too. He’s a little uncertain how someone like him 
(socially inept to a point way past “adorkable”) could fit into her world, but he’s loved Caterina 
for years. He knows they’ll find a way.

When a school project brings this unlikely pair together, Caterina and Rahul find 
themselves caught up in a fake-dating scheme that ends up feeling truer and 
more romantic than either of them expected. 

Publication Date: June 2021
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 320 pp
RIGHTS SOLD FOR OF CURSES AND KISSES : Spanish, UK

AS IF ON CUE
By Marisa Kanter
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

A not-so-friendly competition quickly devolves into an all-out prank war in Marisa Kanter’s 
sophomore YA, an enemies-to-lovers romance that fans of Jenny Han and Morgan Matson 
will adore.

Lifelong rivals Natalie and Reid have never seen eye to eye. So it's no surprise that when the 
arts budget for their high school faces severe cutbacks, playwright Natalie and clarinetist Reid 
find themselves on opposite sides in a race to come up with the best proposal to pitch to the 
school board to save their program.

But when their not-so-friendly competition devolves into an all-out prank war between the 
theater and band factions that goes too far, the competition is called off. Instead, the money 
will be spent on one joint production: an original musical—codirected by Natalie and Reid. If 
they sell out the show and prove to the school board that funding the arts matters, both the 
band and theater will receive a budget for next year. Everyone wins.

Except, after all this time facing off, Natalie and Reid have no idea how to work together. And 
they certainly don’t know how to deal with the growing feelings that develop between them 
as they realize that when they stop competing, maybe they could make the best team. . . . 

Publication Date: September 2021
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 352 pp
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BRIAR GIRLS
By Rebecca Kim Wells
Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

The Cruel Prince meets A Curse So Dark and Lonely in this epic reimagining of 
“The Sleeping Beauty” that follows a teen girl on a quest to wake a sleeping princess in 
an enchanted forest, while searching for the truth behind her own deadly curse.

Lena has a secret: the touch of her skin can kill. Cursed by a witch before she was born, Lena 
has always lived in fear and isolation. But after a devastating mistake, she and her father are 
forced to flee to a village near the Silence, a mysterious forest with a reputation for luring 
people into the trees, never to be seen again. . . .

But one night an enigmatic girl stumbles out of the Silence and into Lena’s sheltered world. 
Miranda comes from the Gather, a city in the forest brimming with magic. She is on a quest to 
wake a sleeping princess believed to hold the key to liberating the Gather from its tyrannical 
ruler—and she offers Lena a bargain. If Lena assists her on her journey, Miranda will help her 
break the curse.

Mesmerized by Miranda and her promise of a new life, Lena jumps at the chance. But the 
deeper into the Silence she goes, the more she suspects she’s been lied to—about her family’s 
history, her curse, and her future. As the shadows close in, Lena must choose who to trust and 
decide whether it’s more important to have freedom . . . or power.

Publication Date: November 2021
Ages: 14 up
Page Extent: 256 pp

WRECKED
By Heather Henson
Imprint: Atheneum Books for Young Readers

Ellen Hopkins meets Breaking Bad in this powerful look at the opioid crisis in rural 
Appalachia from award-winning author Heather Henson.

For as long as Miri can remember it’s been her and her dad, Poe, in Paradise—what Poe calls 
their home, hidden away from prying eyes up in the Appalachian Mountains. It’s not like Miri 
doesn’t know what her dad does or why people call him “the Wizard.” It’s not like she doesn’t 
know why Cal, her one friend and Poe’s right-hand man, patrols the grounds with a machine 
gun. It’s nothing new, but lately Paradise has started to feel more like a prison.

Enter Fen. The new kid in town could prove to be exactly the distraction Miri needs . . . but 
nothing is quite so simple. Poe doesn’t take kindly to strangers. Fen’s DEA agent father is a 
little too interested in Miri’s family. And Cal isn’t satisfied with being just friends with Miri 
anymore. But what’s past is prologue—it’s what will follow that will wreck everything.

HEATHER HENSON lives on a farm in Kentucky with her husband and three children, is the 
managing director of the Pioneer Playhouse, and is the author of several critically acclaimed 
picture books and novels, including Dream of Night, The Whole Sky, and the Christopher 
Award–winning That Book Woman.

Publication Date: August 2021
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 272 pp PH

OT
O 

©
 K

IR
K 

SC
HL

EA

R
IG

H
T

S
 G

U
ID

E
               B

O
L

O
G

N
A

 2
0

2
1

75



KENNY & THE DRAGON  
Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 160 pp

KENNY & THE BOOK OF 
BEASTS
Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 224 pp

SAUCY 
Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 304 pp

THE GREAT PET HEIST 
Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 256 pp

OUT OF MY MIND 
Ages: 10 up
Page Extent: 320 pp

REMEMBER ME
Ages: 14 up
Page Extent: 848 pp

THE NEW GIRL 
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 176 pp

THE WRONG NUMBER
Ages: 14 up
Page Extent: 176 pp

HALLOWEEN PARTY
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 160 pp

ARISTOTLE & DANTE DISCOVER 
THE SECRETS OF THE UNIVERSE
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 368 pp

NANCY DREW: THE CURSE 
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 272 pp

WHEN DIMPLE MET RISHI
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 432 pp

THERE’S SOMETHING 
ABOUT SWEETIE 
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 400 pp

10 THINGS I HATE ABOUT 
PINKY
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 368 pp

THE VERY, VERY FAR NORTH
Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 272 pp

JUST BEYOND THE VERY, VERY 
FAR NORTH 
Ages: 8–12
Page Extent: 272 pp

ROLL WITH IT
Ages: 10 up
Page Extent: 272 pp

TUNE IT OUT  
Ages: 10 up
Page Extent: 288 pp

DRY
Ages: 12 up
Page Extent: 416 pp

THE MIDNIGHT CLUB
Ages: 16 up
Page Extent: 224 pp
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