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WONDERMOMS!
By Maggie Edkins Willis

Imprint: Beach Lane Books

From bestselling author-illustrator Maggie Edkins Willis comes a delightful picture 

book celebrating mothers and the kids who love them—perfect for fans of How to 

Catch a Mamasaurus and Why a Daughter Needs a Mom.

When problems arise, adorable animal kids call for their WonderMoms, and in a flash 
they arrive with just the right super-tools to comfort, help, and play. And if all else fails, a 
WonderMom will use her special power: a super kiss!

Publication Date: March 2027
Page Extent: 40 pp
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WORM IS DEAD, LONG LIVE WORM
By Abigail Rayner

Illustrated by Molly Ruttan

Imprint: Beach Lane Books

Life carries on after loss in this tender, warmhearted picture book  

about friends coming together to celebrate the life of their beloved friend.

When Worm dies, the other members of the Soil Club are sad and confused—
everything is the same in the world, but without Worm, it feels so different. To 
give him a proper goodbye, they celebrate Worm’s life and all the wonderful things 
about him. In commemorating their lost friend, the insect pals discover something 
surprising—Worm is still with them after all. He’s in the soil beneath their feet and in 
every growing thing in the garden.

This heartfelt, optimistic story gently introduces young readers to loss, the cycles that 
connect all living things, and how love for our friends lives on forever.

Publication Date: March 2027
Page Extent: 40 pp
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HORIZONTAL CROCODILE
By Scott Rothman

Illustrated by Brian Won

Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

When a very loooooooong Horizontal Crocodile gets ready for a visit from a 

friend, his list of chores makes for a loooooooong day in this charming and 

ridiculous picture book perfect for fans of Tiny T. Rex and the Impossible Hug 

and Mother Bruce.

In a nice, loooooooong swamp lives a nice, loooooooong Horizontal Crocodile whose 
long-lost best friend is coming over . . . but Horizontal Crocodile’s nice, long house is 
one HUGE mess!

Can he get it cleaned up in time for his best buddy’s visit? See the lengths Horizontal 
Crocodile goes to in the name of being a caring and considerate friend in this hilarious 
and heartwarming read-aloud featuring a fun surprise gatefold!

Publication Date: September 2026
Page Extent: 48 pp
RIGHTS SOLD: Chinese (complex), Chinese (simplified), Portuguese (Brazil)

FIGDOR MAKES A FRIEND
By Julie Falatko

Illustrated by Marissa Valdez

Imprint: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

A precocious student misunderstands his teacher’s advice 

to “make” a friend on the first day of school in this charmingly  

silly picture book about a very ambitious arts and crafts project.

It was finally the first day of kindergarten, and Figdor was ready to experience the 
wonders of a rigorous academic curriculum.

But when his teacher first tasks the class with making friends, Figdor is thrown for a loop. 
While he was prepared to make anything, he didn’t see why this craft project should 
stand in the way of real learning. But if he must make a friend before getting to color 
theory and subtracting bushels of apples, then so be it.

Equipped with markers, Popsicle sticks, and glue, Figdor sets out to 
answer the age-old question: What makes a good friend?

Publication Date: July 2027
Page Extent: 40 pp

S
IM

O
N

 &
 S

C
H

U
S

T
E

R
 C

H
IL

D
R

E
N

’S
 P

U
B

L
IS

H
IN

G

PICTURE BOOKS

6



COYOTE AND ME
By Nell Cross Beckerman

Illustrated by Yas Imamura

Imprint: Beach Lane Books

A child longs to howl, run, and be free like a coyote in this spirited ode to wildness, 

wonder, and connection.

What does the sidewalk feel like under wild paws?

As the sun sets, a child spots a coyote trotting through her urban neighborhood. The  
child’s day is ending. But coyote’s is just beginning. This spellbinding, moving story 
imagines what it might be like to be a coyote through the eyes of a young kindred spirit. 
What would happen if she could join Coyote on his escapades? Together, could they be 
wild and free?

Publication Date: August 2027
Page Extent: 32 pp
RIGHTS SOLD FOR WHEN THE SKY GLOWS: Chinese (simplified), French, 
Indonesian, Italian
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LIVING STARS
By Britt Crow-Miller

Illustrated by Josée Masse

Imprint: Beach Lane Books

Two sisters set out to create the perfect environment to welcome fireflies into their 

yard to put on a show for their neighbors in this lyrical picture book inspired by a 

real-life firefly sanctuary.

One summer night, two sisters visit a backyard firefly sanctuary with their mom. 
Alongside their neighbors, they watch hundreds of fireflies put on a magical light show in 
the dark. The girls decide they want to host a firefly show in their own backyard too. First, 
though, they’ll need to make their yard an inviting home for the fireflies. Over the next 
few seasons, they work hard to create the ideal habitat for the fireflies to thrive in. But 
have they done enough? When summer comes around again, will beautiful living stars 
show up and put on their show? Only time will tell!

Publication Date: May 2027
Page Extent: 48 pp

ONE GRAIN OF SAND
By Judy Bryan

Illustrated by Laura Ramos

Imprint: Beach Lane Books

Every grain of sand has a story to tell, and young readers can come along 

on the geological journey to discover how sand is made in this lyrical and 

illuminating nonfiction picture book.

Have you ever held a grain of sand and wondered what was in your hand? Each 
and every particle has a tale to tell . . . from a mountaintop storm to fossils 
of prehistoric creatures to a booming volcanic eruption. Explore the odyssey, 
through time and tides and waves that roar, that brings each grain of sand onto 
our shore.

Publication Date: April 2027
Page Extent: 40 pp
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SNOW LEOPARD

HIMALAYAN WOLF

START

YAK

THE YOUNG EXPLORER’S NATURE ADVENTURE BOOK
By Adam Shoalts

Illustrated by Sarah Grindler

Imprint: Simon & Schuster Canada 

Join renowned explorer Adam Shoalts on a globe-trotting journey to some of the 

most amazing places you’ll ever see!

From the sands of the Sahara to the snows of the Arctic, you will adventure together to 
learn about nature and meet some of the coolest, wildest animals. Watch out, though! 
To make it safely to your destinations, you will need to stay alert. Can you find your way 
through these mazes of natural obstacles? Adventure awaits!

ADAM SHOALTS, PhD, is an adventurer, explorer, geographer, archaeologist, and the 
bestselling author of six books for grown-ups, including Vanished Beyond the Map,  
Where the Falcon Flies, and The Whisper on the Night Wind.

SARAH GRINDLER grew up on Salt Spring Island, BC. She is the author 
and illustrator of Ocean Secrets, Garden Wonders, Forest Magic, and  
Seaside Treasures.

Publication Date: March 2027
Page Extent: 40 pp
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DINOSAURS TO DRAGONS
By Elizabeth Shreeve

Illustrated by Violeta Encarnación

Imprint: Atheneum Books for Young Readers

An imaginative nonfiction middle-grade exploration of mythology, paleontology, 

and early civilizations invites readers to delight in legendary creatures from across 

the globe and the fossils that might have inspired their origins.

What if we lived in a world with fire-breathing dragons? Or enigmatic, alluring mermaids? 
How about rainbow-nibbling unicorns? These fabled beasts aren’t as far from us as we 
think. After all, their legends had to have come from somewhere . . . This book weaves 
together legendary tales and new scientific findings to uncover connections between real 
and mythical creatures. Learn how our ancestors took what they found in the world and 
created the beloved fantastical creatures we dream about today.

Could the skull of a protoceratops have 
inspired the hooked beak of a griffin? 
From manatee to mermaid, heron to 
phoenix, readers will trace the truth behind 
these fantastical creatures and make some 
new discoveries along the way!

Publication Date: July 2026
Page Extent: 96 pp

SIMONA AND HER FOREST FAMILY
By Giselle Potter

Imprint: Beach Lane Books

The extraordinary true story of scientist Simona Kossak, who lived among the 

animals she studied in the secluded Polish wilderness, comes to vivid life in this 

enchanting picture book biography.

From a very young age Simona Kossak set her heart on a life studying animals and living 
in their world. Once she was old enough, in the 1970s, Simona moved from the city in 
Poland where she was born to a cabin nestled in the wilderness. 

Over time, Simona grew her forest family, nursing injured animals back to health and 
fostering orphaned critters, all while learning their ways. Though the townsfolk accused 
her of being a witch, Simona remained devoted to her mission, transforming her modest 
house into a home for the wildlife she cared for. Her compassion and respect for the 
rescued animals earned her the trust of the forest animals, and their worlds became one.

This moving story brings to light Simona Kossak’s extraordinary and unconventional 
scientific pursuits, teaching young readers that by paying attention to the natural world 
and having compassion for all living things, they can find friendship in unexpected places.

Publication Date: January 2027
Page Extent: 40 pp
RIGHTS SOLD FOR HOW TO BUILD A HUG: Japanese
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OLIVE AND OSCAR: 

THE ELEPHANT PLAY
By Ariel Bernstein

Illustrated by Marc Rosenthal

Imprint: Simon Spotlight

In the second book in this instant classic Level 1 Ready-to-Read series, Olive wants to put on a play all 
by herself, but she is worried no one will like it. She asks Oscar to sit in the audience. She tells him when 
to laugh and cry. He is so good at acting! Will he steal the show?

Publication Date: February 2027
Ages: 4–6
Page Extent: 32 pp

AGENT ALPACA AND THE MISSING CAKE
By Laura Gehl

Illustrated by Sarah Rebar

Imprint: Simon Spotlight

In this new Level 2 Ready-to-Read, Agent Alpaca loves solving mysteries. Where did the cake go? 
Alpaca will figure it out (or so he thinks), but the wool is pulled over his eyes—he always gets the answer 
wrong! The reader gets the last laugh by solving the mystery on their own in this fuzzy, woolly version of 
a bumbling detective story!

Publication Date: January 2027
Ages: 5–7
Page Extent: 32 pp

SUPERBUNS!: 

WHAT’S THAT SOUND?
By Diane Kredensor

Imprint: Simon Spotlight

Superbuns, whose superpower is kindness, tackles the silly mystery of a distracting sound in this 
Level 2 Ready-to-Read. A jinglejangle noise is disrupting the neighborhood, and Superbuns’s friends 
can’t get anything done! They can’t sleep. They can’t paint. They can’t even think! Can Superbuns use 
her superpower of kindness to find the source of the sound and help her friends?

Publication Date: January 2027
Ages: 5–7
Page Extent: 32 pp
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STAR CHAPTER BOOKS from Simon Spotlight are the perfect bridge for kids moving beyond beginning 

readers but not yet ready for longer chapter books. With short chapters, bold two-color illustrations,  

and fast-paced, funny stories, these confidence-building books make reading fun and rewarding.

DOG MEETS DOG: 

SUPER SIBLING MEGA BATTLE!
By Dan Yaccarino

Illustrated by Ethan Long

Dog siblings Betsy and Bones travel to Tokyo and get swept up in 
a whirlwind of overnight fame in this third book in the Dog Meets 
Dog series!

Publication Date: August 2026
Ages: 5–9
Page Extent: 112 pp/2.25K words

NAT THE CAT: 

NAT THE CAT AND THE WEEPY KITTY
By Jarrett Lerner

A grumpy cat, a curious rat, and an exasperated narrator try to find 
out why their new friend, Dusty the kitten, is crying. It’s not what 
they think in this spin-off series from powerhouse 
creator Jarrett Lerner.

Publication Date: February 2027
Ages: 5–9
Page Extent: 112 pp/2.25K words

THE SUPER ROOMIES: 

PAINT THE TOWN PINK
By Jarrett Lerner

Join the Super Roomies in this laugh-out-loud superhero spoof! 
This time, their former roommate Nina Neon wants to paint 
the city a nauseating shade called Projectile Pink . . . and the 
Super Roomies stayed up too late watching their 
favorite TV show. Can they stay awake long enough to 
save the city?

Publication Date: August 2026
Ages: 5–9
Page Extent: 112 pp/2.25K words
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SHERLOCK ROACH, BUG DETECTIVE: 

SHERLOCK ROACH AND THE CASE OF THE STICKY SITUATION
By Joe McGee

Illustrated by Jannie Ho

Have you ever wondered what goes on underneath your couches and carpets? There’s 
a whole world of house bugs, and the famous Sherlock Roach and his loyal partner, 
Dr. Wormston, are the best chance Bugopolis has when it comes to cracking the dirtiest 
cases. More than a detective duo, they’re friends who always stick together. In the second 
book of this hilarious series, the greatest crime-solving duo of Bugopolis tracks 
down the bugs sabotaging the Queen Bee’s annual pie competition. 

Publication Date: February 2027
Ages: 5–9
Page Extent: 112 pp/2.25K words

TIME-TRAVELING CHICKENS: 

NUGGET AND TENDERS’S EGGCELLENT ADVENTURE
By Kaz Windness

Two chicken friends use their time machine to foil an evil plot for world domination in this 
second tale in the rollicking Time-Traveling Chickens series from Theodor Seuss Geisel  
Honor–winning author-illustrator Kaz Windness!

Publication Date: November 2026
Ages: 5–9
Page Extent: 112 pp/2.25K words
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