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FICTION

Mothman Is My Boyfriend
By McKayla Coyle

Welcome to Cryptid Creek, a hidden place full of undiscovered 
creatures, from yetis to lake monsters. Only certain humans 
can find their way here, but when they do stumble in, they can’t 
resist the allure of this cozy locale—or its fascinating citizens. 

Join the humans of this inclusive fantasy community as they hit the 
skate park with nightcrawlers, wander the botanical garden with the 
Jersey Devil, and go on other dream dates that offer new spins on classic 
romance tropes. Stories include:

• A friends-to-lovers slow burn with the Loveland Frog

• A butch/femme hookup with Sasquatch

• A second-chance ex drama with the Michigan Dogman

• And more heart-racing trysts!

If you loved Legends and Lattes and That Time I Got Drunk and Yeeted 

a Love Potion at a Werewolf, get ready to dust off your cryptozoology 
equipment and put on your cutest outfit—because monster-lovers, 
misfits, and cryptid fans will never want to leave this mountain town.

MCKAYLA COYLE (they/them) is a lesbian writer from Anchorage, 
Alaska and the author of Goblin Mode: How to Get Cozy, Embrace 

Imperfection, and Thrive in the Muck. They’re the engagement 
editor for Literary Hub, and they hold an MFA in fiction from The New 
School. In their free time they read fantasy novels and make a lot of 
jam.

Subject:

Fiction - Romance - Paranormal - General 

Fiction - Romance - LGBTQ+ - General 

Fiction - Fantasy - Romance

Publication Date: May 5, 2026

ISBN: 978-1-68369-518-9

$18.99 USD

5 x 7½, 192 pages 

2c unjacketed hardcover

Word Count: Approx. 45,000

Rights Sold:  
All Rights Available

Final PDF: February 2026

ARC PDF Available: September 2025

Also available from McKayla Coyle:

GOBLIN MODE 

See page 23

Fall in love with a secret town  

and its mysterious inhabitants in ten 

charming tales of human-cryptid romance, 

from the author of Goblin Mode.
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FICTION

Subject: 
Fiction - Mystery & Detective - Amateur 

Sleuth 

Fiction - Romance - Fake Dating 

Fiction - Asian American & Pacific Islander

Publication Date: June 2025

ISBN: 978-1-68369-477-9

$17.99 USD

51⁄4 x 8, 384 pages 

1c paperback

Word Count: Approx. 90,000

Rights Sold:  
Audio: World English to Audible

Translation: Available from Quirk

Film/TV:  Reserved by Author (Sterling Lord)

Also Available

SIRI WHO AM, I? 

By Sam Tschida

Alice Chen’s Reality Check 
By Kara Loo and Jennifer Young

In this page-turning murder mystery perfect for fans of Dial A  

for Aunties, a reality TV contestant must fake date her rival as 
bodies pile up and the show spirals out of control. Can Alice 
crack the case . . . and confront her true feelings?

Alice Chen doesn’t believe in true love, but she does believe in cold, 
hard cash. Buckling under the weight of student debt and her mother’s 
medical bills, Alice will do anything to make bank—even star on Dawn 

Tay’s Inferno, the hot new reality TV show designed to push couples 
to their breaking point. 

The show is Alice’s chance to sip cocktails on the beach and win a cash 
prize of a million dollars. But when her fiancé cheats on her with another 
contestant, Alice is faced with a choice: go home in defeat or fake date 
the other newly single contestant—who just so happens to be her high 
school rival and sworn nemesis, Daniel Cho.

But all’s fair in love and reality TV, and Alice isn’t the only one who will do 
whatever it takes to win. When a dead body turns up, Alice and Daniel 
are faced with uncovering the secrets of the cast and crew to catch the 
killer—all while playing the loving couple on camera. Starring a murder 
mystery twist, plenty of reality show drama, and a thrilling romance, 
this debut by up-and-coming Asian American writer duo Kara Loo and 
Jennifer Young is the ultimate beach read.

KARA LOO is a game writer and reality TV fan who 
can be found enjoying afternoon tea whenever 
possible.

JENNIFER YOUNG is a game writer, avid romance 
reader, and Dungeons & Dragons adventurer. 

Together, Loo and Young’s game writing credits 
include hit interactive fiction games Surviving High 

School from Electronic Arts, and High School Story, 
Hollywood U, and Choices: Stories You Play from Pixelberry Studios. 
They have been writing together since high school, when they 
plotted out stories at slumber parties over mugs of hot chocolate.

“Fake dating + reality TV drama + murder 
mystery = an absolutely addictive read.”

—Mia P. Manansala, author of the award-
winning Arsenic and Adobo

“Alice Chen is a funny, clever, and determined guide through  
this upside-down world of chaos, ambition, trust, and love.” 

—Elizabeth Mazer, BookPage
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FICTION

Death in the Downline 
A Multi-Level Marketing Murder Mystery 
By Maria Abrams 

It’s multi-level murder in this darkly funny mystery novel about 
the glamorous world of direct-selling MLM* “huns”—and the 
dangerous secrets at the top of the pyramid. 

Drew thought she was destined to become a star journalist in New York 
City. But now she’s back in New Jersey, pushing thirty, newly single, 
and living with her father..

After a chance encounter, she reconnects with her former best friend, 
Steph, who married young and never left their hometown. But Steph 
looks . . . good. She’s tanned, glowing, and only wears designer labels. 
Her secret? A skincare sales opportunity called LuminUS. With nothing 
left to lose, Drew gets sucked into this glamorous world of downlines, 
sales parties, and girls’ trips.

But when a LuminUS distributor is found dead, Drew must uncover 
the dark secret at the heart of the organization—and save her best 
friend—before it’s too late.

Gripping, wickedly funny, and a pitch-perfect skewering of pyramid 
schemes, Death in the Downline is a page-turner that will have 
readers cheering for Drew until the cathartic conclusion.

MARIA ABRAMS is a mystery/thriller/horror 
novelist who lives in Colorado with her rescue frogs 
and dogs. She has a graduate degree in psychology 
and is a graphic designer by day. Maria is also a 
member of the Horror Writers’ Association and a 
regular attendee at Stokercon.

“Abrams perfectly skewers the MLM movement. . . . A funny, spot-

on mystery that will appeal to genre fans and MLM-skeptics.” 
—Booklist 

“Equal parts entertaining and unsettling, Death in the Downline 

is a page-turner that expertly shines a light on the dark world 

of MLMs and social media. . . . This is a mystery that feels as 

compelling as it does timely.” 
—Olivia Muenter, best-selling author of Such a Bad Influence

“Abrams perfectly skewers the MLM movement. . . . A funny, spot-

on mystery that will appeal to genre fans and MLM-skeptics.” 
—Booklist

Subject: 
Fiction - Mystery & Detective - Women 

Sleuths 

Fiction - Thrillers - Suspense 

Fiction - Feminist

Publication Date: January 2025 

ISBN: 978-1-68369-414-4

$18.99 USD

51⁄4 x 8, 304 pages 

1c paperback

Word Count: Approx. 79,000

 

Rights Sold:  
Audio: World English Audio to Blackstone  

Translation: Available from Quirk 

Film/TV:  Available from Quirk

Also Available

SUCH A BAD INFLUENCE 
OVER 20,000 COPIES SOLD!

“DEATH IN THE DOWNLINE IS 
ENTERTAINING, FUNNY, AND 

PAGE-TURNING.” 

—Emily Lynn Paulson, author of Hey, Hun

*MLM = MULTI-LEVEL MARKETING/DIRECT SELLING COMPANY 
SUCH AS HERBALIFE, ORIFLAME, AMWAY, OR NUSKIN
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FICTION

Subject: 
Fiction - Horror - Occult & Supernatural  

Fiction - Horror - Psychological 

Fiction - Thrillers - Psychological

Publication Date: August 2025

ISBN: 978-1-68369-464-9

$17.99 USD

51⁄4 x 8, 320 pages 

1c paperback 

Word Count: Approx. 80,000

Rights Sold:  
Audio: Blackstone

Translation: Available from Quirk

Film/TV: Reserved by the author (Morhaim)

Also Available from Lindsay King-Miller:

THE Z WORD 
OVER 10,000 COPIES SOLD! 
Rights sold: Audio (Blackstone)

This Is My Body 
By Lindsay King-Miller

Brigid thought she’d escaped her strict religious upbringing— 
but the demons aren’t done with her yet.

Gay single mom Brigid always thought that cutting ties with her extremist 
Catholic family was the best thing she could have done for her daughter 
Dylan—and for herself. But when Dylan starts having terrifying fits of 
unnatural violence, Brigid can’t shake her memories of a girl from her 
childhood who behaved the same way . . . until Brigid’s uncle, Father 
Angus, performed an exorcism.

Convinced that her daughter is suffering from demonic possession, 
Brigid does the thing she told herself she’d never do: she goes home. 
Father Angus is the worst person she knows, but he’s also the only 
person who can help her daughter. 

But as Brigid starts to uncover secrets about Father Angus, that long-
ago exorcism, and her family’s past, she realizes that she and Dylan 
have never been in more danger. 

This Is My Body is a piercing journey into religious trauma and childhood 
shame, building towards a heart-pounding twisty climax that will spin 
your head all the way around.

LINDSAY KING-MILLER is the author of The Z Word 
and Ask A Queer Chick: A Guide to Sex, Love, and 

Life for Girls Who Dig Girls. Her fiction has appeared 
in The Fiends in the Furrows, Tiny Nightmares, The 

Jewish Book of Horror, Fireside Fiction, Baffling 
magazine, and numerous other publications. She lives 

in Denver with her partner and their two children.

“The line between homage and pastiche is sharp and  
dangerous, but King-Miller walks it with grace in This Is My 

Body, a demonic possession story in the vein of The Exorcist. . . . 
Effective, straightforward storytelling and great attention  
to emotions make this sad and often horrific novel  
King-Miller’s finest work to date.” 
—Gabino Iglesias, New York Times 

“This Is My Body is simply one of the finest works of familial 
horror I have ever encountered. This book is hideously 
satisfying.” 
—Sarah Gailey, author of Just Like Home 

“A brutal, brilliant story of motherhood, memory, and religion, 
deviously simple and terribly clever. King-Miller has become one 
of my must-read authors.” 
—Gretchen Felker-Martin, author of Cuckoo

A gripping, emotional, and darkly funny queer 

horror novel about family trauma and possession, 

for fans of Rachel Harrison and Catriona Ward.
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FICTION

Subject:  
Fiction - Horror 

Fiction - LGBTQ+ 

Fiction - Occult & Supernatural

Publication Date: October 7, 2025

ISBN: 978-1-68369-470-0

$18.99 USD 

5¼ x 8, 320 pages 

1c paperback

Word Count: Approx. 75,000

Rights:  
Audio: Dreamscape 

Translation: Available from Quirk 

Film/TV:  Retained by Author (Tobias Literary 

Agency)

Also Available from Jenny Kiefer:

THIS WRETCHED VALLEY 

OVER 20,000 COPIES SOLD! 

Rights Sold: CZ, RU

Crafting for Sinners 
By Jenny Kiefer

The ratcheting tension and gut-churning terror will appeal to 

fans of Camp Damascus by Chuck Tingle and Horrorstör by 

Grady Hendrix

Ruth is trapped. She’s stuck in her small, religious hometown of Kill Devil, 

Kentucky, stuck in the closet, and stuck living paycheck to paycheck. 

After her manager finds out that she lives with her girlfriend, Ruth is 

fired from her job as a cashier at New Creations—a craft store owned 

by the church that dominates life in Kill Devil. 

In an act of revenge, Ruth attempts to shoplift some yarn but is caught 
red-handed. Instead of calling the police, the employees lock her in the 
store—and attack her. As Ruth fights for her life using only the crafting 
supplies at hand, she plunges deeper into the tangled web of the New 
Creationists, who are hiding a terrible secret that threatens not only 
her but the entire town.

Urgent, scathing, and utterly original, Crafting for Sinners cements 
Kiefer’s status as a dazzling new star in horror.

JENNY KIEFER is a Kentucky native and an avid 
rock climber. Together with her mother, she is the 
owner and manager of Butcher Cabin Books, an all-
horror bookstore in Louisville, Kentucky. She is also 
the author of This Wretched Valley.

A queer woman must �ght her way out  

of a cra� store run by a megachurch in this 

gripping survival horror novel by Jenny Kiefer, 

author of �is Wretched Valley

“You will compulsively turn these pages well  
into the dead of night.” 
—Paul Tremblay, New York Times best-selling author of Horror Movie  
and The Cabin at the End of the World

“Crafting for Sinners is like a deranged, hellish variant of  
Die Hard except instead it’s a gay woman trapped inside a  
craft store run by an evangelical nightmare cult. It’s surreal, 
terrifying, thrilling, and looks right down the barrel at the  
cultural horrors at the center of our current era.” 
—Chuck Wendig, New York Times best-selling author of The Book of Accidents 

and The Staircase in the Woods

“Suspenseful, of the moment, and bloodthirsty as all hell,  
Jenny Kiefer’s Crafting for Sinners is the kind of book we  
need these days.” 
—Nick Cutter, author of The Troop and The Deep
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THE REMAKING

Inspired by a true story, this supernatural 
thriller for fans of horror and true crime 
follows a tale as it evolves every twenty 
years—with terrifying results.

ISBN: 978-1-68369-211-9 

Price: $14.99 

Specs: 5¼ x 8, 320 pages, 1c paperback 

Rights Sold: Audio (Recorded Books), French (Pygmalion) 

Publication Date: October 2019

FICTION - CLAY McLEOD CHAPMAN

“Clay McLeod Chapman is one of my favorite horror storytellers working today.” 
—Jordan Peele

GHOST EATERS

One of Vulture’s Best Horror Novels of 2022, this terrifying 
supernatural page-turner will make you think twice about 
opening doors to the unknown.

“A Gothic-punk graveyard tale about what haunts history and 
what haunts the human soul. An addicting read that draws you 
into its descent from the first page.” 
—Chuck Wendig, New York Times best-selling author of The Book  

of Accidents

ISBN: 978-1-68369-378-9 

Price: $16.99 

Specs: 5¼ x 8, 304 pages, 1c paperback 

Rights Sold: Audio (Blackstone), Czech (Euromedia), Russian (AST), Film Rights Under 

Option 

Publication Date: September 2022

WHAT KIND OF MOTHER

A New York Times Book Review Best Horror 
Book of 2023

One of Esquire’s Best Horror Books of 2023 

ISBN: 978-1-68369-433-5

Price: $16.99 USD 

Specs: 5¼ x 8, 304 pages, 1c paperback 

Rights Sold:  Audio (Blackstone), UK (Titan), Spanish 

(Alianza/Runas) 

Publication Date: September 2023

WHISPER DOWN THE LANE

A pulse-pounding, true-crime-based horror 
novel inspired by the McMartin preschool 
trial and Satanic Panic of the ’80s.

ISBN: 978-1-68369-306-2 

Price: $15.99 
Specs: 5¼ x 8, 320 pages, 1c paperback 

Rights Sold: Audio (Blackstone), French (Flammarion) 

Publication Date: April 2021

ALMOST
20,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER
50,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

15,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

WAKE UP AND OPEN YOUR EYES

“Surreal, hypnotic, unrelenting, profoundly claustrophobic, 
and an absolutely scathing send-up of the pitfalls of American 
divisiveness.”
—Keith Rosson, author of Fever House

A relentless social horror novel about a family on the run from a 
demonic possession epidemic that spreads through media.

ISBN: 978-1-68369-395-6 

Price: $24.00 USD 

Specs: 6 x 9, 384 pages, 1c jacketed hardcover 

Rights Sold: Audio (Blackstone), Brazil (Darkside Entretenimento), UK (Titan) 

Publication Date: January 2025

OVER
20,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER
20,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

CLAY McLEOD CHAPMAN writes novels, comic books, and children’s books, as well as for film and TV. He is the author of the horror 
novels The Remaking, Whisper Down the Lane, Ghost Eaters, and What Kind of Mother. He also co-wrote Quiet Part Loud, a horror 
podcast produced by Jordan Peele’s Monkeypaw for Spotify. Visit him at claymcleodchapman.com.
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FICTION - GRADY HENDRIX

WE SOLD OUR SOULS

A hard-rocking, spine-tingling horror 
novel about a washed-up guitarist of 
a ’90s heavy metal band who embarks 
on an epic road-trip across America 
and deep into the web of a sinister 
conspiracy.

ISBN: 978-1-68369-340-6
Rights Sold:  
Audio: Blackstone  
Translation: Catalan (Obscura), French (Sonatine), Pol-
ish (expired), Brazilian Portuguese (Intrinseca), Spanish 
(Minotauro), Turkish (Ithaki) 
Film/TV:  Available from Quirk 
Publication Date: September 2018

OVER
70,000
COPIES 
SOLD!

HALF A 
MILLION
COPIES 
SOLD!

300,000
COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER
75,000
COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER
200,000
COPIES 
SOLD!

GRADY HENDRIX is an award-winning novelist and screenwriter living in New York City. He is the author of several New York Times 
best sellers including How to Sell a Haunted House, The Final Girl Support Group, The Southern Book Club’s Guide to Slaying 

Vampires, and many more. His books have been translated into more than twenty languages and sold over two million copies. He 
also writes nonfiction, and his history of the horror paperback boom of the seventies and eighties, Paperbacks from Hell, won the 
Bram Stoker Award for Superior Achievement in Nonfiction.

THE SOUTHERN BOOK CLUB’S GUIDE  
TO SLAYING VAMPIRES

Steel Magnolias meets Dracula in this New York Times best-
selling horror novel about a women’s book club that must do 
battle with a mysterious newcomer to their small Southern town.

ISBN: 978-1-68369-251-5

Rights Sold: 
Audio: Blackstone 

Translation: Bulgarian (Artline), Czech (Euromedia), Dutch (Bruna), German (Heyne), 

Hungarian (Agave), Italian (Strade Blu), Japanese (Hayakawa), Korean (Munhakdongne), 

Polish (Vesper), Portuguese in Brazil (Intrinseca), Russian (AST), Slovak (IKAR), Spanish 

(Minotauro), Turkish (Ithaki), Ukrainian (Bookchef)

Film/TV: Under Option to HBO

Publication Date: April 2020

MY BEST FRIEND’S EXORCISM

This unholy hybrid of Beaches and The Exorcist blends 
teen angst and unspeakable horrors into a pulse-pounding 
supernatural thriller.

ISBN: 978-1-59474-976-6

Rights Sold: 
Audio: Blackstone 

Translation: Czech (expired), French (expired), German (Droemer), Italian (Strade Blu), 

Polish (expired), Brazilian Portuguese (Intrinseca), Portuguese Eur. (LeYa), Russian 

(expired), Spanish (Minotauro), Turkish (Ithaki)   

Film/TV:  Amazon Studios

Publication Date: May 2016

PAPERBACKS FROM HELL

A nostalgic and unflinchingly funny 
celebration of the horror fiction boom 
of the 1970s and ’80s.

ISBN: 978-1-59474-981-0

Rights Sold:  
Audio: Blackstone  

Translation: Chinese-S (expired), Russian (AST), 

Spanish (Minotauro)  

Film/TV: Reserved by Author (JABberwocky) 
Publication Date: September 2017

HORRORSTÖR

A hilarious and terrifying haunted house 
story in a thoroughly contemporary 
setting: a furniture superstore. 

ISBN: 978-1-59474-526-3
Rights Sold:  
Audio: English (Blackstone) Spanish (RB Libros) 
Translation: German (Droemer), Greek (Brain Food), 
Italian (Strade Blu), Polish (Vesper), Russian (AST), 
Spanish (Hidra), Ukrainian (Bookchef). Expired: Chi-
nese-S, Chinese-T, Czech, Estonian, Finnish, French, 
Hungarian, Korean, Slovak, Swedish, Thai, Turkish 
Film/TV: Under option to New Republic 
Publication Date: September 2014

 Enter The Award-Winning World of Grady Hendrix.



TO REGISTER INTEREST: rights@quirkbooks.com
10

FICTION - SPECULATIVE AND HORROR BACKLIST

THE UNMOTHERS
By Leslie J. Anderson

A New York Times Best Horror Book of 2024

“An impressive debut, an intricate and unsettling narrative about 
desperation that is full of stellar writing.”
—Gabino Iglesias, New York Times

In this raw and lyrical folk horror novel, a journalist sent to a 
small town begins to unravel a dark secret that the women of the 
town have been keeping for generations.

Publication Date: August 2024 

ISBN: 978-1-68369-429-8 

Price: $18.99 USD 

Rights sold: Audio (Blackstone), PL (Insignis)

THE RESURRECTIONIST
By E. B. Hudspeth

“Disturbingly lovely . . . a cabinet of curiosities, stitching  
history and mythology and sideshow into an altogether  
different creature.”
—Erin Morgenstern, author of The Night Circus

Discover a nineteenth-century Philadelphia surgeon’s lost codex 
and his macabre quest to prove a controversial hypothesis by 
any means necessary in this dark fantasy book.

Part stunning coffee table art book, part fictional biography, 
this gaslamp bestiary features grotesquely detailed anatomical 
illustrations and a chilling horror novella.

Publication Date: May 2013 

ISBN: 978-1-59474-616-1 

Price: $24.99 USD 

Rights sold: Audio (Blackstone), ES (Planeta), IT (Moscabianca),  

KR (Dotori), RU (AST), UA (Bookchef)

OVER
200,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER
10,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

NIGHT OF THE LIVING TREKKIES
By Kevin David Anderson and Sam Stall

“Night of the Living Trekkies can be enjoyed as a standalone 
story by ANY zombie or Star Trek fan, and while pre-existing 
knowledge of the Star Trek universe or the nature of zombies is 
helpful in places, it is definitely not required.”—ScienceFiction.

com

A disillusioned war vet must lead a crew of Trekkies through a 
zombie outbreak at a sci-fi convention in this bloody, fandom- 
fueled fight for survival.

Publication Date: September 2010 

ISBN: 978-1-59474-463-1 

Price: $14.95 USD 

Rights sold: Audio (Penguin Random House)

SECRET SANTA
By Andrew Schaffer

“Shaffer writes with a keen eye for the tropes of the genre but 
also a sharply ironic sense of humour . . . provides chuckles and 
chills in equal measure.”—Financial Times

The Office meets Stephen King, dressed up in holiday tinsel, in 
this fun, festive, and frightening horror-comedy set during the 
horror publishing boom of the ’80s, by New York Times best- 
selling satirist Andrew Shaffer.

Publication Date: November 2020 

ISBN: 978-1-68369-205-8 

Price: $15.99 USD 

Rights sold: Audio (Blackstone)

OVER
25,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!
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FICTION - SPECULATIVE AND HORROR BACKLIST

THE LAST POLICEMAN
By Ben H. Winters

Winner of the 2013 Edgar® Award for Best 
Paperback Original

Publication Date: July 2012 

ISBN: 978-1-59474-674-1 

Price: $17.99 USD 

Rights Sold: Romanian (ART), Spanish (Hidra), Turkish 

(Ithaki)

THE BONUS ROOM
By Ben H. Winters

This supernatural page-turner about a 
real-estate nightmare will make you think 
twice about your dream home.

ISBN: 978-1-59474-382-6 

Price: $16.99 USD 

Rights Sold: French (Sonatine)

DARE TO KNOW
James Kennedy

“A voraciously readable page-turner of 
a novel, part creepypasta, part thought-
experiment.” 
—Cory Doctorow, author of Little Brother and 
Radicalized

ISBN: 978-1-68369-316-1 

Price: $16.99 USD 

Rights Sold: Audio (Blackstone),  

Polish (Virtualo), Turkish (Perseus),  

film rights under option

BRIDE OF THE TORNADO
James Kennedy

Stephen King’s The Mist meets David 
Lynch’s Twin Peaks in this surreal,  
mind-bending horror-thriller.

ISBN: 978-1-68369-327-7 

Price: $17.99 USD 

Rights Sold: Audio (Blackstone), Italian (Mondadori)

COUNTDOWN CITY
By Ben H. Winters

Publication Date: July 2013  

ISBN: 978-1-59474-626-0  

Price: $14.99 USD 

Rights Sold: Turkish (Ithaki)

WORLD OF TROUBLE
By Ben H. Winters

Publication Date: July 2014  

ISBN: 978-1-59474-685-7 

Price: $14.99 USD 

Rights Sold: Turkish (Ithaki)

OVER 
150,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER 
60,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER 
50,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

With an approaching asteroid on a collision course with Earth, the end of the world is just months away.  
But as civilization frays at the edges, police detective Hank Palace is determined to stay on the job  

and investigate the crimes everyone ignores. A police procedural set on the brink of the apocalypse,  
the series asks: What really matters when the world is ending?

OVER 
17,500 

COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER 
8,000 

COPIES 
SOLD!
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NONFICTION - WORST-CASE SCENARIO® SERIES

A hilarious and highly portable manual for surviving any car 
disaster, from hurricane weather to high-speed pursuits.

Subject: 
Humor - Form - Parodies 

Transportation - Automotive - Driver Education 

Reference - Personal & Practical Guides 

Publication Date: November 18, 2025 

ISBN: 978-1-68369-527-1 

Price: $9.99 USD  

3½ x 4¾, 96pp 

2c unjacked hardcover with rounded corners 

All Rights Available

OUR WORST-CASE SCENARIO IS YOUR BEST-CASE SCENARIO  
NOW IN A FUNNY POCKET-SIZED GIFT BOOK

Learn to navigate the pitfalls of retirement,  
from grill fires to knitting needle injuries.

Subject: 
Humor - Topic - Aging 

Reference - Personal & Practical Guides 

Self-Help - Aging 

Publication Date: November 18, 2025 

ISBN: 978-1-68369-525-7  

Price: $9.99 USD 

3½ x 4¾, 96pp 

2c unjacked hardcover with rounded corners 

All Rights Available

Everything a bridesmaid needs to know to handle  
even the most outrageous crisis, from a broken  
high heel to repairing a dropped wedding cake.

Subject: 
Humor - Topic - Marriage & Family 

Reference - Weddings 

Reference - Etiquette 

Publication Date: May 12, 2026 

ISBN: 978-1-68369-531-8  

Price: $9.99 USD 

3½ x 4¾, 96pp 

2c unjacked hardcover with rounded corners 

All Rights Available

Everything a groomsman needs to know to handle  
even the most outrageous crisis, from reviving  
a fainted guest to stopping a bad toast.

Subject: 
Humor - Topic - Marriage & Family 

Reference - Weddings 

Reference - Etiquette 

Publication Date: May 12, 2026 

ISBN: 978-1-68369-533-2 

Price: $9.99 USD 

3½ x 4¾, 96pp 

2c unjacked hardcover with rounded corners 

All Rights Available
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NONFICTION - WORST-CASE SCENARIO® SERIES

JOSHUA PIVEN has been chased by knife-wielding 
motorcycle bandits (he escaped); stranded on a 
chairlift during a howling blizzard (he was rescued); 
and torn both his rotator cuffs (he had surgery). He 
lives in Philadelphia. 

DAVID BORGENICHT has ridden in heavily-
armored vehicles in Pakistan, stowed away on 
Amtrak, been conned by a grifter, and “repurposed” 
mini-bottles from the drink cart on Delta. He lives in 
Philadelphia, and is the founder of Quirk Books.

OVER  
250,000
COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER  
30,000
COPIES 
SOLD!

WORST-CASE SCENARIO  

There are over 30 titles in the Worst-Case Scenario® series!  
Request the full series rights guide.

THE WORST-CASE SCENARIO SURVIVAL HANDBOOK
Expert Advice for Extreme Situations  
By Joshua Piven and David Borgenicht 

Danger! It lurks at every corner. Quicksand. Sharks. Cyberbullies. 
Super Flu. From wrestling an alligator to evading drones to 
landing an airplane if the pilot passes out, The Worst-Case 

Scenario Survival Handbook is here to help with expert, 
illustrated, step-by-step instructions for the best ways to tackle 
life’s sudden turns for the worse.

Publication Date: May 2019 

ISBN: 978-1-4521-7218-7 

Price: $19.95 USD 

5 x 7, 256 pp 

Active Rights sold: Chinese-S (Gingko), Chinese-T (Gingko), Dutch (Uitgeverij Lannoo), 

Hebrew (Tchelet), Italian (Blackie Edizioni), Japanese (Bunkyosha), Russian (AST), Serbian 

(Kalipso), Spanish (Editora Planeta), Swedish (Tukan Förlag), Thai (WeLearn) 

Film/TV: Available from Quirk

THE WORST-CASE SCENARIO SURVIVAL  
HANDBOOK: APOCALYPSE
By Joshua Piven and David Borgenicht

The doomsday clock is seconds from midnight. Extinction-level 
dangers draw closer with every tick. But fear not! Here is an in-
dispensable guide to preparing for and surviving the ultimate in 
worst-case scenarios, with humor to lighten the load. You can’t 
panic if you’re laughing.

Publication Date: October 2023 

ISBN: 978-1-68369-355-0  

Price: $18.99 USD 

5 x 7, 272 pp 

Rights sold: 
Audio (Blackstone) 

Translation: Chinese-S (Beijing Lightbooks),  Dutch (Uitgeverij Pluim), Japanese 

(Bunkyosha), Spanish (Anaya), Thai (WeLearn) 

Film/TV: Available from Quirk 

A SAMPLING OF OTHER AVAILABLE TITLES:

Coming in 2026:
THE WORST-CASE SCENARIO SURVIVAL HANDBOOK: 
MIDLIFE
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NONFICTION - STUFF YOU SHOULD KNOW SERIES

Stuff Every Bird Lover Should Know
By Alice Sun

This illustrated, accessible guide covers it all—from bird anatomy and 
behavior to migration patterns and bird-watching tips. Experts and bird 
beginners alike will learn:

• How Birds Navigate

• Birder Lingo to Know

• Common Backyard Birds

• Making Bird-Friendly Habitats

• What to Do If You Find an Injured Bird

With handy diagrams, helpful tips, and fun trivia, this handbook is the 
perfect companion for anyone looking to get a bird’s-eye view on our 
avian allies, whether in the great outdoors or at their window feeder.

ALICE SUN is a science journalist whose work has appeared in 
Scientific American, National Geographic, Nautilus, Science, 

Audubon, Live Science, and Inverse, among other 
outlets. She holds a bachelor’s degree in environmental 
biology and master’s in science, health and 
environmental reporting from New York University. She 

is also the author of Birds: An Illustrated Field Guide (Cider Mill Press, 
2022).

This pocket-sized guide is the perfect gift  

for bird-watchers, bird owners, and anyone 

fascinated by our feathered friends

Subjects: 
Nature - Animals - Birds 

Nature - Birdwatching Guides 

Nature - Reference

Publication Date: February 24, 2026

978-1-68369-514-1 

$10.99 USD

3½ x 5-¾, 144pp

Word Count: Approx. 10,000

Final PDF Available: Available Now 

All Rights Available

Also Available

STUFF EVERY GARDENER SHOULD KNOW 

OVER 60,000 SOLD!
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NONFICTION - STUFF YOU SHOULD KNOW SERIES

Stuff You Should Know

STUFF EVERY MOM SHOULD KNOW

ISBN 978-1-68369-063-4 • $10.99

Rights Sold: MK, SR

OVER 55,000 SOLD!

STUFF EVERY TEA LOVER  
SHOULD KNOW

ISBN 978-1-68369-178-5 • $10.99 USD

Rights Sold: HU

STUFF EVERY COFFEE LOVER 
SHOULD KNOW

ISBN 978-1-68369-252-2 • $10.99 USD

STUFF EVERY DAD SHOULD KNOW

ISBN 978-1-68369-064-1 • $10.99

Rights Sold: MK, SR

OVER 60,000 SOLD!

STUFF EVERY WINE SNOB  
SHOULD KNOW

ISBN 978-1-68369-019-1 • $10.99 USD

Rights Sold: CZ, HB, TR

STUFF EVERY BEER SNOB  
SHOULD KNOW

ISBN 978-1-59474-983-4 • $10.99 USD

Rights Sold: CZ, HU, TR

Each volume in the Stuff series tells you everything 

you should know to navigate life’s key topics, 

trends, and milestones. From telling jokes, cooking 

vegetarian, or tending a garden to getting through 

college, planning a wedding, or becoming a 

grandparent, you’ll find all the answers in this concise 

but comprehensive pocket-sized package.

STUFF EVERY COOK  
SHOULD KNOW

ISBN 978-1-59474-936-0 • $10.99 USD

Rights Sold: CZ, NO

STUFF EVERY WOMAN 
SHOULD KNOW

ISBN 978-1-68369-089-4 • $10.99 USD

Rights Sold: HU, MK, SK

STUFF EVERY MAN  

SHOULD KNOW

ISBN 978-1-68369-272-0 • $10.99 USD

Rights Sold: MK

STUFF SERIES INCUDES:

Stuff Every Man Should Know

Jokes Every Man Should Know

Insults Every Man Should Know

Quotes Every Man Should Know

Dirty Jokes Every Man Should Know

Stuff Every Husband Should Know

Recipes Every Man Should Know

Stuff Every Dad Should Know

Stuff Every Woman Should Know

Stuff Every Mom Should Know

Stuff Every Bride Should Know

Stuff Every Groom Should Know

Stuff Every Grandfather Should Know

Stuff Every Grandmother Should Know 

Recipes Every College Student Should Know

Stuff Every College Student Should Know

Stuff Every Graduate Should Know

Stuff Every Golfer Should Know

Stuff Every American Should Know

Stuff Every Cheese Lover Should Know

Stuff Every Sushi Lover Should Know

Stuff Every Cannibisseur Should Know

Stuff Every Cook Should Know

Stuff Every Vegetarian Should Know

Stuff Every Gardener Should Know

Stuff Every Beer Snob Should Know

Stuff Every Wine Snob Should Know

Stuff Every Tea Lover Should Know

Stuff Every Coffee Lover Should Know

OVER 50,000 SOLD!

OVER 20,000 SOLD!

OVER 80,000 SOLD!

OVER 400,000 SOLD!

OVER 175,000 SOLD!

OVER 45,000 SOLD!

OVER 30,000 SOLD!



TO REGISTER INTEREST: rights@quirkbooks.com
16

NONFICTION

This Is Terrible, This Is Wonderful 
Dispatches from the Postpartum Universe 
Written and illustrated by Rani Ban

Combining the raw honesty and humor of Allie Brosh’s Solutions and 

Other Problems with the warmth of classic parenting memoirs, Rani Ban’s 
debut will reassure any new parent that they are not alone.

Designed to be read in stolen moments between feedings and diaper 
changings, this modern take on early parenthood offers a candid but 
validating perspective on the highs and lows of postpartum life.

With short, hand-lettered essays and poems and Ban’s evocative 
mixed-media illustrations, This Is Terrible, This Is Wonderful is an affirming, 
unfiltered self-purchase or shower gift for new parents in the thick of it.

RANI BAN is a writer and artist based in the Hudson Valley, where she 
owns an art supply store called The Little Art Shop. She shares an old 
farmhouse with her partner, toddler, and a circus of rescue animals.

For anyone experiencing the 

contradictory chaos and joy of 

early parenthood, illustrator 

Rani Ban offers no-bullshit 

wisdom and sparks of hope.

Subjects: 
Family & Relationships - Parenting - General 

Self-Help - Affirmations 

Family & Relationships - Life Stages - Infants 

& Toddlers

Publication Date: March 31, 2026

978-1-68369-498-4

$19.99 USD

5½ x 7½, 208pp 

4c unjacketed hardcover

Final PDF Available: October 2025

ARC PDF Available: Now

Word count: approx. 20,000

All rights available
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NONFICTION - PARENTING BACKLIST

THE SNEAKY PARENT 
Crafty Tactics for Raising Cheerful, 

Cooperative Kids

By David Borgenicht and James Grace

More than 200 clever tips to help stubborn 
kids go to bed, clean their room, take a 
bath, and more—without tears or fights.

DAVID BORGENICHT is a 
New York Times best-selling 
author and the creator of the 
iconic Worst-Case Scenario 
Survival Handbook series. 

JAMES GRACE is the 
coauthor of several books, 
including the New York 
Times bestselling The Worst-

Case Scenario Survival 

Handbook: Golf. 

Subject:  
Family & Relationships - Parenting 
Reference - Personal & Practical Guides 
Family & Relationships - Life Stages - Infants & 
Toddlers

ISBN 978-1-68369-421-2

$16.99 USD

6 x 7, 176 pages 
2c unjacketed hardcover

Word Count: Approx. 15,000

Rights Sold: 
Audio: Dreamscape 
Translation: Traditional Chinese (Willful), Indonesian 
(Gramedia), Vietnamese (Skybooks) 
Film/TV: Available from Quirk

Publication Date: March 2024

UNPLUG AND PLAY 
The Ultimate Illustrated Guide to 

Roughhousing with Your Kids

By Anthony T. DeBenedet, M.D., and 
Lawrence J. Cohen, Ph.D.

Learn how rough-and-tumble play can 
nurture relationships, lead to closer 
connections, encourage resilience, 
and boost confidence in kids—with 45 
illustrated activities to get you started.

ANTHONY T. DEBENEDET, 
M.D. is a practicing 
physician, behavioral-
science enthusiast, and 
energetic dad.

LAWRENCE COHEN, 
PH.D. is a licensed 
psychologist, author, and 
consultant living in Portland, 
Oregon.

Subject:  
Family & Relationships - Activities 
Family & Relationships - Life Stages - Infants & 
Toddlers 
Psychology - Developmental - Child

ISBN 978-1-68369-349-9

$17.99 USD

5 1/2 x 7 1/2, 192 pages 
2c unjacketed hardcover

Word Count: Approx. 30,000

Rights Sold: 
Audio: World English to Tantor 
Translation: Simplified Chinese (Beijing Young Sun-
flower), Hungarian (Kulcslyuk), Korean (Forestbooks), 
Polish (Mamania), Turkish (Görünmez Adam) 
Film/TV: Available from Quirk

Publication Date: March 2023

THE BABY OWNER’S MANUAL 
Operating Instructions, Troubleshooting 
Tips, and Advice on First-Year 
Maintenance

By Louis Borgenicht, M.D., and Joe 
Borgenicht, D.A.D.

At last! A beginner’s guide to newborn 
baby technology, complete with step-by-
step instructions, FAQs, and schematics, 
from a board-certified pediatrician and 
his son (an older model).

DR. LOUIS BORGENICHT 

is a board-certified 
pediatrician with the 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics who runs his own 
practice in Salt Lake City. 

JOE BORGENICHT 
is a D.A.D., writer, and 
entrepreneur who frequently 
telephones his father for 
advice.

Subject:  
Family & Relationships - Life Stages - Infants & 
Toddlers 
Family & Relationships - Parenting 
Humor - Topic - Marriage & Family

ISBN 978-1-59474-597-3

$18.99 USD

5 x 7, 256 pages 
2c paperback

Word Count: Approx. 50,000

Rights Sold: 
Audio: Available from Quirk 
Translation: Czech (Albatros), Finnish (Karisto), Ger-
man (Goldmann), Italian (Feltrinelli), Polish (Vesper), 
Portuguese in Europe (Bertrand), Slovak (Albatros SK), 
Spanish (Planeta) 
Film/TV: Available from Quirk

Publication Date: September 2012

21

Preparation and
Home Installation

[ Chapter 1 ]

Preparation and Home Installation

Preparing the Home
A newborn baby has limited mobility, so there is no immediate need to

childproof the environment (see page 182). However, it is recommended

that you make the following preparations before the baby’s arrival.

[ 1 ] Finish any home improvement projects well in advance of delivery.

The demands of a newborn can delay the completion of these projects for

years or even decades.

[ 2 ] Adjust and monitor the house temperature. During the first few months

of life, the baby will need help regulating internal temperature. The optimal

home temperature for a newborn is 68–72 degrees Fahrenheit (20–22˚C).

[ 3 ] Clean the home thoroughly. Put objects away when you are finished

with them. Clean the kitchen after meals. The delivery of the baby may be

a surprise. It is helpful to be prepared.

[ 4 ] Increase your food supply. Fill the pantry with dry goods. Accumulate

frozen late-night snacks. Once you own a baby, navigating the aisles of a

grocery store will be infinitely more complicated.

[ 5 ] Pre-cook meals. By cooking meals in advance and freezing them,

you will have an ample source of food that can last for weeks after the

baby’s arrival.

EXPERT TIP: In the final four weeks before the baby’s arrival, never let

the gas tank in the automobile dip below half-full.

22

OVER  
700,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!
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NONFICTION

Tiny Pep Talks For Teachers 
Bite-Size Encouragement for the Classroom 
By Paula Skaggs and Josh Linden

Teachers are constantly handing out reassurance, support, and inspira-
tion. But who’s boosting them through their everyday challenges—like 
waking a sleeping student, paying for supplies out of pocket, or fighting 
with the copy machine again? Frankly, sometimes an apple isn’t enough!

Comedians Paula Skaggs and Josh Linden are here to give teachers 
their due, with a hilarious compendium of over 75 pep talks for all the 
mundane struggles of the classroom. Let them cheerlead the beloved 
teachers in your life through those tough times at work:

• You don’t get the students’ references and now you feel old!

• Someone microwaved something gross in the teacher’s lounge!

• A parent has strong opinions about their kid’s grade!

• It’s 9 p.m. and you still haven’t planned tomorrow’s lesson!

• Oops! You looked at your paycheck!

• And more low-stakes but all-consuming situations inside and 
outside of school!

A teacher’s support lasts for a lifetime. Let them know someone’s root-
ing for them, too—and give them the belly laugh they probably need.

PAULA SKAGGS and JOSH LINDEN are Chicago-
based writers, comedians, coauthors of Tiny Pep 

Talks: Bite-Size Encouragement for Life’s Annoying, 

Stressful, and Flat-Out Lousy Moments, cocreators 
of the conversation game No Wrong Answers, and 

cohosts of Being Earnest (A Very Sincere Podcast).

Subjects: 
Humor - Form - Parodies 

Self-Help - Affirmations 

Education - Teaching - General

Publication Date: April 7, 2026

978-1-68369-529-5

$14.99 USD

4¼ x 6, 160pp 

4c unjacketed hardcover

Word count: Approx. 10,000

All Rights Available

Final PDF Available: October 2025

ARC PDF Available: Now

Also available:

TINY PEP TALKS 

All Rights Available 

Two comedians offer hilarious 

encouragement for all the tiny heroic 

acts that teachers perform every day.
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NONFICTION

Subject:
Humor - Topic - Animals 

Self-Help - Affirmations 

Nature - Animals - Reptiles & Amphibians 

Publication Date: August 26, 2025 

ISBN: 978-1-68369-494-6

$14.99 USD

5 x 6, 128 pages 

4c unjacketed hardcover

Word Count: Approx. 1,000

All Rights Available

Final PDF Available: Now

I’m Just a Little Guy 
How to Escape the Horrors and Get Back to Dillydallying 
By Charlie James, illustrated by Paige Tompkins

Meet Paul Bog. He’s just a little guy. He likes to frolic through the meadow,  
collect trinkets, and sunbathe in the nude. You should be more like 
Paul. Within these pages, Paul Bog walks you through a day in his life 
and shares advice on how to navigate modern existence, including:

• Avoiding Burnout: “For every hour of work I do, I spend three 
hours staring at a still life painting.”

• Saving Money: “I cannot save money for the future. The future 
is too unknowable. I can, however, toss a little coin into a nearby 
wishing well and hope for the best.”

• Anxiety: “My only advice for limiting anxiety is to spend fifty to 
ninety percent of your life supine near a large body of water.”

• Friendship: “Friends are creatures you’d share a baguette with. I 
cannot go more than a week without paying a visit to a friend or I 
will start to howl at the moon.”

This hilarious and charming guide, fully illustrated in ink and watercolor, 
will inspire anyone who wants to slow down and muck around.

CHARLIE JAMES is a comedian and writer living 
in Los Angeles. He’s made videos for Funny Or Die 
and written humor pieces for Slackjaw and Points 
in Case. His viral “Little Frog” skits on TikTok have 
garnered tens of millions of views and likes. 

PAIGE TOMPKINS is an illustrator and frog 
enthusiast from the Pacific Northwest. She 
specializes in creating fantastical worlds through 
watercolor and ink, but is actively learning new 
mediums to bring her creations to life.

Are you too small, too sleepy, and too silly to meet the 

demands of modern life? Paul Bog the Small Frog is 

here to help in this adorably illustrated gift book!

Also Available:  

WHEN IN DOUBT, PLAY DEAD  

by Ally Burguieres
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NONFICTION

Subject:
Self-Help - Aging 

Body, Mind & Spirit - Inspiration & Personal 

Growth 

Humor - Topic - Health & Aging 

 

Publication Date: September 2, 2025 

ISBN: 978-1-68369-483-0

$18.99 USD

51⁄2 x 71⁄2, 208 pages 

2c unjacketed hardcover

Word Count: Approx. 52,000 words

Rights Sold:  
Audio (Tantor)

Also Available:

BASIC WITCHES 

Rights Sold: Audio (Tantor), Ancillary 

(Clarkson Potter).

The Crone Zone 
How to Get Older with Style, Nerve, and a Little Bit of Magic 
By Nina Bargiel

If you’ve been looking for permission and encouragement to stop clinging 
to youth and propriety, The Crone Zone is here to help you step into 
your full bog witch power.

Following in the footsteps of role models from Strega Nona to Baba Yaga, 
you’ll learn to access your innate crone energy through rituals, medita-
tions, inspiration, and relatable advice from your crone guide. Learn to:

• Pick the perfect caftan for every occasion

• Embrace your gray hair—or dye it blue

• Cultivate all-black houseplants

• Make friends with a murder of crows

• And more!

Featuring covetable illustrations, this beautiful book makes an ideal 
gift for milestone birthdays or big life changes. So put on your best 
black cloak, prepare a cauldron of your favorite beverage, and indulge 
in a hearty cackle, because life in the Crone Zone is good—and about 
to get better.

NINA BARGIEL has spent most of her career writing for kids TV–if you 
ever heard Lizzie McGuire scream “I want a bra!” then you’re already 
familiar with her work. She lives in the Midwest with a formerly feral 
tuxedo cat named Ron Swanson.

It’s time to embrace your inner crone!  

Tap into the wisdom of age and learn how 

to take up space, do as you please, shake of f 
expectations, and live life on your own terms.

I,  
CRONE

1

22   •  •  •   The Crone Zone I, Crone   •  •  •   23

a blood ritual under a new moon. Patriarchy reminds us to make way on 

the sidewalk. To smile politely. To clean up someone else’s discarded candy 

wrappers from the table in the writers’ room even though it’s 1:17 a.m. and 

he ate all the strawberry Starburst.

But one day, you’re just going to be done. One day, you’re going to realize 

you’ve spent the last twenty years making sure everyone else is okay, with-

out ever stopping to ask if you are. One day, you’re going to leave the candy 

wrappers on his chair.

And that’s the day you �nd your crone voice.

DO YOU HEAR YOURSELF?

Your crone voice is the most important tool in your magical arsenal. It’s 

our new governing body, installed a�er our three touchstones—Wisdom, 

Knowledge, and Fuck It—stage a coup against all the patriarchal messages 

that we’ve been raised with. Your crone voice cuts through the bullshit. She 

(or he, or they, whatever feels right to you) comes right out and says what 

she wants instead of suggesting it. She’s not self-important or needlessly de-

manding, but she will speak up and speak out when the situation requires it. 

She is the �erce, beating heart of your crone era.

We’ve been taught to sti�e our crone voices, under the guise of “polite-

ness” and “respectability,” two ideas that have long been used to silence 

women—especially women of color. Politeness and respectability are tools 

used to discourage us from challenging the status quo. �e crone prefers 

integrity and compassion over decorum.

All my life, I have been told I was too loud. So I made myself quieter. I was 

told I took up too much space. So I made myself smaller. I was told I was too 

much. And so I made myself less. I wish I had my crone voice back then. But 

she’s here now. And she’s way too much—and proud of it.

SPELL IT OUT

Release the Crone Voice!

This is a non-meditation meditation. An anti-meditation, if you will. We’re 

going to go back to a time when we had to swallow our words in order to 

be polite. Our intention is to find our crone voice and yank her straight 

out of our hearts, bloody and warm. (Too much?)

YOU’LL NEED

* 
Your alone space (see page TK for more). This is a spell that’s probably 

best not performed in public, but don’t worry, I’ll give you options.

* 
An image of someone (or something) who’s wronged you in a way you 

couldn’t do anything about. A coworker who passed off your work as 

their own, but they were the boss’s favorite. An in-law who insulted 

you to your face, but your spouse begged you to keep the peace. 

Patriarchy (self-explanatory). Mitch McConnell (see previous). This 

doesn’t have to be a photograph—a labeled stick figure is plenty.

* 
Pen

* 
A calming drink, such as hot tea or a cocktail

THE RITUAL

1. Gather your items and sit down in your alone space. Stare at the pic-

ture of the person (or thing) who wronged you.

2. What do you really want to say to the person? It can specifically ad-

dress the situation (“you stole my work, you useless bag of hair!”) or 

just be a mean insult, as long as it’s not a slur. I’m 100 percent sure 

your crone voice would not call anyone a slur. If you want to make up 
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Leaving the Ocean Was a Mistake  
Life Lessons from Sixty Sea Creatures 
By Cara Giaimo 

If you sometimes wish to simply sink back into the depths of the ocean, 
great news—the strange little guys who still live down there will receive 
you with open arms (and fins, claws, and tentacles). But if you’re not 
quite ready to take to the sea, they’ve also got some solid advice for 
those cursed to live on solid ground.

In Leaving the Ocean Was a Mistake, Earth’s weirdest sea creatures 
offer their favorite tips for improving your life on land.

• The star tunicate, who avoids anxiety—by digesting its own brain

• The gloomy octopus, who asserts its boundaries—by throwing dirt 
at anyone who bothers it

• The fire-breathing shrimp, which gets its feelings out—by vomit-
ing bioluminescent goo

• The fanfin anglerfish, which expresses love—by fusing with its 
mate

• And more wonderfully wacky undersea weirdos who really know 
how to live!

Beautifully illustrated with charming watercolor portraits of the ocean’s 
most eccentric creatures, Leaving the Ocean Was a Mistake may make you 
long to return to the sea—but it will also help you bring a freewheeling, 
relaxed, self-actualized ocean spirit to even the driest life.

CARA GIAIMO is a science journalist who loves writing about our 
fellow species. You can find her work in the New York Times, Atlas 

Obscura, The Plant, and elsewhere. Cara lives in Somerville, MA, 
above sea level.

VLAD STANKOVIC is an illustrator and graphic designer based in 
Sydney, Australia. His inspiration comes from science and nature on 
one hand, and fantasy, fairy tales, and all sorts of mysteries on the 
other. Created with both digital and traditional media, his illustrations 
can be seen published in picture books, greeting cards, and other 
stationery products worldwide.
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Self-Help - Affirmations

ISBN 978-1-68369-507-3

$14.99 USD

5 x 6, 128 pages 

4c unjacketed hardcover

Word Count: Approx 6,000 words

 

Rights Sold:  
All Rights Available

Publication Date: October 7, 2025 

Final PDF Available: Now

Sixty bizarre and beautiful marine creatures offer their best 

tips for self-confidence, serenity, and fulfillment-drawn 

from real-life facts about our fascinating natural world.
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You Gotta Eat 
Real-Life Strategies for Feeding Yourself When Cooking  
Feels Impossible 

By Margaret Eby

Delivery is expensive. Eating a spoonful of peanut butter is depressing. 
You can’t imagine having the energy to chop an onion. But somehow, you 
gotta eat. How does anyone feed themselves under these conditions?

Enter You Gotta Eat, a friendly, accessible resource for getting something 
on your plate when you have too much on your plate. Part cookbook, 
part pep talk, and part action plan, You Gotta Eat offers tips and tac-
tics—plus ten “do exactly this” recipes—for making effortless food that’s 
nourishing, tasty, and even a little fun. Choose your current energy level 
and learn important kitchen skills such as the following.

• If you can open a package: Turn instant ramen into a feast

• If you can assemble a plate: Make a cheese board fit for a king

• If you can press a button: Whip up perfect eggs in the microwave

• If you can wield a knife: Turn any leftovers into a hearty casserole

Plus dozens more ideas for living deliciously without impossible effort!

Whether you’re burned-out, depressed, overworked, a new parent, 
living away from home for the first time, or some combination of the 
above, let food editor, classically trained chef, and nacho enthusiast 
Margaret Eby show you how to make your eating experience better—and 
easier—in every way.

MARGARET EBY is the deputy food editor for the 
Philadelphia Inquirer. She has written for the New 

York Review of Books, Rolling Stone, Vanity Fair, Bon 

Appétit, the New Yorker, the New York Times, and the 
Los Angeles Times, among other publications.

A trained chef teaches you how to keep  

yourself fed—and maybe even enjoy it!—in the  

face of stress, burnout, and exhaustion.

Subject: 
Cooking - Methods - Quick & Easy 
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Self-Help - Personal Growth - Happiness

Publication Date: November 2024 

ISBN 978-1-68369-442-7
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A Forbes Vetted Best Cookbook of Fall 2024 
A Washington Post Best Cookbook of 2024

“It is one of the most generous cookbooks I have ever read.  
It’s revolutionary; it’s a relief.” 
—Washington Post

“Not only is it an incredibly practical book for times of 
depression, anxiety, emotional overwhelm, or simply being too 
busy to even think, but it’s written in a tone so kind and calm that 
I would read it over and over, even if it were about how to change 
the oil in your car.” 
—Linda Holmes, NPR

“[Eby] saw the need for a book like this and filled it with empathy, 
humor, and useful counsel for feeding yourself when you’re low, 
anxious, exhausted, burnt out, or otherwise not at your best.” 
—Molly McArdle, Food & Wine
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SELF-HELP AND WELL-BEING HIGHLIGHTS

DRY HUMPING
A Guide to Dating, Relating, and Hooking 
Up Without the Booze

By Tawny Lara

A lighthearted, cheeky, and judgment-
free handbook from sober sexpert 
Tawny Lara on how to have better sex, 
better dates, and better partnerships—
without relying on alcohol!

ISBN 978-1-68369-363-5 • $16.99

World Rights Available.

GOOD SH*T
Your Holistic Guide to the  
Best Poop of Your Life

By Julia Blohberger and Roos Neeter

It’s time to talk sh*t—literally! Improve 
your gut health, and your life, with this 
relatable and humorous handbook.

ISBN 978-1-68369-297-3 • $19.99

Rights Sold: Dutch (Kosmos) Korean (Feel Books), Polish 

(Kobiece), Slovene (Hisa)

WORK IT OUT
A Mood-Boosting Exercise Guide for  
People Who Just Want to Lie Down

By Sarah Kurchak

Frank, funny, and sympathetic, this fit-
ness book offers realistic tips, encour-
agement, and dozens of activity ideas 
for times when exercise is the only 
thing that will help—and the last thing 
you want to do.

ISBN 978-1-68369-329-1 • $17.99

Rights Sold: Korean (Designhouse)

GOOD NIGHT
Your Holistic Guide to the  
Best Sleep of Your Life

By Julia Blohberger and Roos Neeter

If you struggle with insomnia, sleep 
procrastination, and catching zzz’s in 
general, this empowering handbook will 
help you master the art of sleep.

ISBN 978-1-68369-333-8 • $19.99

Rights Sold: Dutch (Kosmos), Serbian (Kalipso)

GOBLIN MODE
How to Get Cozy, Embrace Imperfection,  
and Thrive in the Muck

By McKayla Coyle

Embrace your inner goblin! Learn to 
decorate, dress, craft, forage, and live 
according to the goblin principles of 
community, diversity, and joyful mess.

ISBN: 978-1-68369-353-6 • $17.99

Rights Sold: Audio (Blackstone), Chinese-Simplified 

(CTPH), Chinese-Traditional (Cube), Polish (Insignis), 

Spanish (Obelisco), Turkish (Say Kitap)

GOOD FLOW 
Your Holistic Guide to the Best Period of 
Your Life 

By Julia Blohberger and Roos Neeter

Understand and connect with your 
body and moods at every phase of your 
menstrual cycle with this empowering 
handbook. 

ISBN 978-1-68369-361-1 • $19.99

Rights Sold: Dutch (Kosmos)
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Taylor Swift by the Book 
The Literature Behind the Lyrics, from Fairy Tales to Tortured Poets 
By Rachel Feder and Tiffany Tatreau

Let a literature professor and a musical theater artist guide you through 
the Taylor Swift canon—from Shakespeare to the Brontë sisters to 
Daphne du Maurier!

• Learn what “New Romantics” has to do with the old Romantics

• Get to know the Gothic monsters haunting Midnights

• Spot Taylor’s many The Great Gatsby references

• Discover what Taylor Swift and Emily Dickinson have in common

• And find your new favorite tortured poet!

With full-color illustrations highlighting the literary eras of Dr. Swift 
(yes, she has an honorary Ph.D.), it’s a perfect gift for the Swiftie in  
your life. 

Packed with fun facts, entertaining analysis, and literary-themed play-
lists that fans will love, Taylor Swift by the Book will turn anyone from a 
Taylor Swift lover into a Taylor Swift scholar.

RACHEL FEDER holds a Ph.D. in English from the 
University of Michigan and is an associate professor 
of English and literary arts at the University of 
Denver. She is the author of The Darcy Myth: Jane 

Austen, Literary Heartthrobs, and the Monsters They 

Taught Us to Love; Harvester of Hearts: Motherhood 

Under the Sign of Frankenstein; and Birth Chart, a poetry collection. 

TIFFANY TATREAU is an actor, singer, educator, and 
writer born and raised in Southern California. She 
has starred in various musicals at theaters across the 
country in Chicago, Atlanta, New York City, and more. 

From Robert Frost’s road not taken on her debut 

album to Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s albatross on  

The Tortured Poets Department, Taylor Swift’s 

lyrics are f illed with literary connections.

Make sure you’re catching them all with this  

expert guide to the novels, poems, and plays  

that inf luence her songwriting.

“Lively and smart. . . . For hardcore Swifties  

or neophytes, an accessible and incisive analysis  

of a star’s appeal.”—Kirkus Reviews
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Reality TV For Snobs
By Ali Barthwell

Much like reality itself, reality TV has one main problem: There’s just 
too much of it. Whether you’re a devoted fan who wants to explain your 
passion to your loved ones, a specialist who doesn’t have time to watch 
every series of everything, or a skeptic who still wants to understand 
what all the references are about, you’re going to need a guide.

Great news: Emmy-winning TV writer and critic Ali Barthwell has com-
piled a fun, highly informative primer that makes the vast field of reality 
television approachable. Reality TV for Snobs offers explanation and 
analysis of 25 influential shows to get newbies up to speed and give 
rabid fans something to chew on. Learn about:

• The massive cultural impact of The Bachelor

• The ultimate fate of all those “top models” from America’s Next 

Top Model

• The genesis of that Real Housewives meme you keep seeing

• What really happened on the set of Survivor

• And many more secrets, facts, and insights about the shows you 
love—or don’t love yet!

The Outsider’s Guide series offers highly readable crash courses in major 
cultural phenomena, so you can catch the references and understand 
the big deal. Join the conversation—or convince your favorite snob to 
join it with you!

ALI BARTHWELL is a writer who has been recapping reality TV shows 
since 2015. She is an Emmy-winning writer for Last Week Tonight with 

John Oliver. Her work has been featured in the AV Club and Chicago 

magazine.

Turn skeptics into fans and fans into scholars  

with this smart, entertaining guide to 25 influential 
reality shows, from The Real World to The Traitors.
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My Parents Are Dead: What Now?
By Becky Robison

Whether you’ve recently lost a parent or you’re just trying to plan for 
the toughest day of your life so far, you’re probably experiencing a lot 
of dizzying emotions. Unfortunately, our legal and financial systems 
don’t care about your feelings. Whether you’re holding it together or 
falling apart, you are going to need to enter an overwhelming labyrinth 
of paperwork and bureaucracy.

But you don’t have to do it alone.

After losing both parents, Becky Robison devoted herself to making 
death and postdeath logistics easier on others—reading up on 
estate law, becoming a trained death doula, and starting the website 
deadparentswhatnow.com. She draws on her own experience, plus 
interviews with experts ranging from monument makers to morticians, 
to hold your hand through:

• Asking your parents about their end-of-life wishes while you can

• Getting a body buried, cremated, or donated to science

• Planning a funeral

• Securing a death certificate

• Dealing with your parent’s property—or debt

• Handling even more tricky issues you never wanted to be in 
charge of

• And still being able to laugh a little sometimes

Nothing about this is easy. The good news is you have someone on 
your side.

BECKY ROBISON is a writer living in Louisville, Kentucky. A graduate 
of UNLV’s Creative Writing MFA program, she has been published 
in Salon, Slate, Juked, and elsewhere. After her parents died, she 
created My Parents Are Dead: What Now?—a website documenting 
her journey through the legal, financial, and bureaucratic aftermath 
in order to help others do the same. Now a certified death doula, 
she continues to educate others about death and dying through her 
writing and public speaking.

An approachable, expert-fueled guide 

to dealing with the legal, financial, and 

logistical hurdles of a parent’s death— 

without losing your sense of humor.
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Final PDF Available: Now
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IT’S YOUR FUNERAL! 
Plan the Celebration of a Lifetime—Before It’s Too Late

By Kathy Benjamin

You can’t attend your own funeral. But you can have a blast 
planning it!

Death is scary–but planning your funeral doesn’t have to be. It’s Your 

Funeral! will help demystify death, decrease your anxiety, and put the 
fun back in funeral, whether that means a drunken bacchanal or a 
somber reflection on just how great you were. Every stage of the legacy 
planning process is considered, from a burial outfit to a funeral theme. 

KATHY BENJAMIN ’s writing has received more than 100 million 
hits across some of the most popular humor and trivia websites in 
the world, including Mental Floss, Cracked, Grunge, The Smoking 
Jacket, and Uproxx. Kathy is also the author of Funerals to Die For: 

The Craziest, Creepiest, and Most Bizarre Funeral Traditions and 

Practices Ever.

WHAT’S YOUR GRIEF? 
Lists to Help You Through Any Loss

By Eleanor Haley, MS, and Litsa Williams, MA, LCSW-C

A friendly and accessible book of 75 lists that will help anyone 
experiencing a change or loss—for readers of Maggie Smith, 
Cheryl Strayed, and Katherine May—from the creators of the 
popular What’s Your Grief website and community.

Many life changes need to be grieved, from the loss of a loved one 
to the loss of a job, from a breakup to a relocation, and all the rest of 
life’s ebbs and flows. In What’s Your Grief?, mental health professionals 
Eleanor Haley and Litsa Williams help you examine, investigate, and 
move through the complex but universal experience of grief. Through 
seventy-five engaging, informative, and accessible lists, such as to-
do (and not-to-do) lists, bucket lists, interactive lists, and more, you’ll 
discover everything from the 5 Little-Known Truths About Grief to 9 
Tips for Communicating What You Do (and Don’t) Need and much more.

ELEANOR HALEY, MS and LITSA WILLIAMS, MA, LCSW-C are the 
cofounders of the online grief community What’s Your Grief. Together 
they run the grief education and creative exploration websites 
What’s Your Grief and Grief in Six Words. Both are mental health 
professionals with a collective 24+ years of experience working 
with people coping with all types of complicated losses and life 
transitions.

It’s Your Funeral
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Cult Following 
The Extreme Sects That Capture Our Imaginations— 
and Take Over Our Lives 
By J. W. Ocker

Everything you’ve ever wanted to know about history’s most notorious 
cults—and the psychology of the people who join them—is packed into 
this accessible, engaging volume. Walk in the footsteps of those who 
were lured into sinister groups from Heaven’s Gate to NXIVM. Contents 
also include:

• Los Narcosatánicos: This group of drug traffickers in 1980s Mexico 
committed human sacrifice and believed their leader had magic 
powers.

• Breatharianism: Breatharians believe that humans can live on air 
alone, and their founder claimed to have gone without food for 
seventeen years.

• Ordo Templi Orientis: Members of this mystical cult attempted to 
conceive and give birth to the Antichrist through sexual rituals.

• Rajneesh Movement: This spiritual commune committed the larg-
est bioterrorism attack in American history when they contami-
nated local salad bars with salmonella.

Ocker brings his trademark curiosity and wonder to the subject of 
cults and the terrifying way they attract followers, demonstrating the 
elasticity of belief, the desperateness of belonging, and the tragedy 
of trust.

J. W. (JASON) OCKER is an Edgar® Award 
winning travel writer, horror novelist, and blogger. 
His previous nonfiction books include Poe-Land, 
The New England Grimpendium and The New York 

Grimpendium, A Season with the Witch, the New York 

Times-reviewed Cursed Objects, and The United States of Cryptids. 
He is the creator of the blog and podcast OTIS: Odd Things I’ve Seen 
(oddthingsiveseen.com).

From the author of Cursed Objects 

and The United States of Cryptids , an 
astonishing compendium of the 30 most 

infamous, audacious, and dangerous 
cults in history
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T H E  S E A R C H  F O R  T R U T H

which, from the beginning of our government, has been 

guarded by constitutional barriers.”

But they didn’t side with Blackburn too heartily, calling her 

teachings “a babel of incoherency abounding in absurdities of 

an extreme type and the wonder is that rational minds should 

have become obsessed by such chimerical delusions.” 

Basically, the judge found that the teachings of DORAGE 

were ridiculous but believed it was impossible and dangerous 

to try to prove whether they were sincere or not, and Dabney 

and Co. were, as mentally competent adults, ridiculous for 

ascribing to them. But claiming and believing ridiculous things 

isn’t illegal and is actually protected.

Still, despite the exoneration of Blackburn, DORAGE was 

basically cooked in a kiln and buried under floorboards itself 

a�er the trial. Blackburn’s last gasp as a cult leader would hap-

pen in 1936 when she released a book called The Origin of God, 

another attempt by Blackburn to reveal new truths to the 

world. It received no attention. She died in 1951 at age sixty- 

nine. Ruth died in 1978 at age eighty. To our knowledge, Christ 

never came for that lion throne.

“We were led to a mountain, and we 

said an enemy would die under the 

shadow of that mountain of 

protection.”

—Jim Jones, Peoples Temple

T H E  S E A R C H  F O R 

PROTECTION
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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

We Are All Followers

C
ult is a scary word. Like terrorist. Or leprosy. Sharknado. 

Even people in cults don’t like the word cult. Dictionary 

definitions do little to encapsulate the fear and loathing 

the word inspires. Merriam-Webster simply describes a cult as 

“a religion regarded as unorthodox or spurious.” The Oxford 

English Dictionary gets us a little closer to the creepy connota-

tion with “a relatively small group of people having (esp. reli-

gious) beliefs or practices regarded by others as strange or 

sinister, or as exercising excessive control over members.”

Noted psychiatrist Robert Jay Li�on, in the 1991 paper “Cult 

Formation,” goes deeper. To paraphrase, the three elements of 

his definition are:

1. A charismatic leader who often becomes an object of 

worship

2. A process of indoctrination

3. A mechanism of exploitation, whether that be financial, 

sexual, or otherwise

Now things are getting scary. But it gets even worse.

Cults o�en seem to end badly—whether in mass suicide, 

mass murder, or mere public embarrassment. Such as Heaven’s 

C U LT  F O L L O W I N G

10

Gate members dead in their bunks, stomachs full of phenobar-

bital and applesauce. Or Chen Tao in their white clothes and 

cowboy hats despondently leaving their suburban Texas neigh-

borhood when UFOs didn’t arrive on the day their leader prom-

ised. Or Game of Thrones fans turning o� their TVs, gobsmacked 

at how eight years of investment and dedication were rewarded 

with anticlimax. And there’s always the good rule of thumb 

that if a group’s leader wound up dead or in jail, the group was 

probably a cult.

Despite these multiple definitions, and despite the strangle-

hold cults have on the public imagination, it’s surprisingly di�-

cult to define a cult, or even to recognize one. For example, 

there’s a thin, blurry line between a religion and a cult. Li�on’s 

definition can easily apply to any religion—but the impercepti-

ble delineation between a cult and a religion might just be its 

level of success. Religions are big. Mainstream. And as for end-

ing badly, religions are large and influential enough to absorb or 

withstand crimes, scandals, and tragedies within their struc-

tures and continue on, ties straightened, collars starched, and 

halos burnished, in a way that smaller sects cannot.

To complicate the definition even further, cults can form 

around more than just religious ideas and goals—from the sci-

entific to the political to the commercial. The Remnant Fellow-

ship Church was based on dieting, for goodness’ sake. And, of 

course, we’ve expanded the definition even further with the 

term cult following, which we use to describe obsession and 

fanaticism about pop culture.

But what if I were to tell you that, despite all the fear and 

strangeness and danger that cults can bring up, joining a cult is 

one of the most human things a person can do? 

We all want to belong to something greater than ourselves. 

To be accepted by like-minded people. We all want to believe “A must-read for those with  
a taste for cult narratives.” 

—Publishers Weekly
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THE UNITED STATES OF CRYPTIDS 
A Tour of American Myths and Monsters 

BY J. W. OCKER

Meet the monsters in our midst, from Bigfoot to Mothman and 

beyond! 

Welcome to the United States of Cryptids*, where mysterious monsters 
lurk in the dark forests, deep lakes, and sticky swamps of all fifty states. 
From the infamous Jersey Devil to the obscure Snallygaster, travel writer 
and chronicler of the strange J. W. Ocker uncovers the bizarre stories 
of these creatures and investigates the ways in which communities 
embrace and celebrate their local cryptids. Whether you believe in 
Bigfoot or not, this fully illustrated compendium is a fun, frightening, 
fascinating tour through American folklore and history, exploring the 
stories we tell about monsters and what those stories say about us.

*Cryptid: A creature some people claim to have seen that has never 
been proven to exist, like the Yeti, Bigfoot, or the Loch Ness Monster.

CURSED OBJECTS 
Strange but True Stories of the World’s Most Infamous Items 

BY J. W. OCKER

Beware . . . this book is cursed! These strange but true stories of 
the world’s most infamous items will appeal to true believers as 
well as history buffs, horror fans, and anyone who loves a good 
spine-tingling tale. 

They’re lurking in museums, graveyards, and private homes. Their often 
tragic and always bizarre stories have inspired countless horror movies, 
reality TV shows, novels, and campfire tales. They’re cursed objects, and 
all they need to unleash a wave of misfortune is . . . you. 

Many of these unfortunate items have intersected with some of the most 
notable events and people in history, leaving death and destruction in 
their wake. But never before have the true stories of these eerie oddities 
been compiled into a fascinating and chilling volume.

The United States of Cryptids

Subject: 
Social Science - Folklore & Mythology 
Reference - Curiosities & Wonders 
History - United States - State & Local

ISBN 978-1-68369-322-2

$19.99 USD

51⁄4 x 8, 288 pages 
2c unjacketed hardcover

Word Count: Approx. 65,000

Rights Sold:  
Audio: Blackstone 
Translation: Korean (KSI), Russian (AST) 
Film/TV: Author (Sanford J. Greenburger 
Associates)

Publication Date: October 2022

Cursed Objects

Subject: 
Reference - Curiosities & Wonders 
History - Essays 
Travel - Special Interest - Haunted & 
Unexplained

ISBN 978-1-68369-236-2

$19.99 USD

51⁄4 x 8, 272 pages 
2c unjacketed hardcover

Word Count: Approx. 50,000 
Rights Sold:  
Audio: World English to Tantor Translation: 
Trad. Chinese (Global Troup), Estonian 
(Eesti Raamat), French (Dargaud/
Cernunnos), Korean (Miraetimes), Polish 
(expired), Russian (AST), Slovak (IKAR), 
Spanish (Planeta/Luciernaga)  
Film/TV:  Author (Sanford J. Greenburger 
Associates)

Publication Date: September 2020

OVER
60,000 
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40,000 
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Movies with Balls 
The Greatest Sports Films of All Time, Analyzed and Illustrated 
By Kyle Bandujo and Rick Bryson

If you’re the kind of fan who cheers every single time you watch Rocky 
beat Drago, or remembers who said “Be the ball, Danny” and “If you 
build it, he will come,” this is the book for you.

Movies with Balls celebrates and analyzes more than two dozen of 
the greatest sports films of all time. You’ll be transported into fictional 
arenas, stadiums, gyms, fields, and golf courses to relive the climactic 
moments from:

• The Natural

• Field of Dreams

• Teen Wolf

• The Karate Kid

• She’s the Man

• The Waterboy

• Bend It like Beckham

• Creed

• And many more!

Illustrated with fictional ticket stubs, trading cards, playmaps, and 
more, Movies with Balls brings to life the iconic films and characters 
that we love and admire—just as much as we love our real-world sports 
and athletic heroes—letting us cheer them on, again and again.

KYLE BANDUJO is a writer and podcaster, and is the 
host/producer of Big Screen Sports: The Sports Movie 
Podcast. He lives in San Antonio, Texas. 

RICK BRYSON has worked as an art director and 
graphic designer for more than twenty years. He lives in 
Greenville, South Carolina.

FEATURING ORIGINAL ILLUSTRATIONS OF FANTASY 

MEMORABILIA, TICKET STUBS, AND PLAYMAPS, 

MOVIES WITH BALLS WILL MAKE YOU WANT TO 

REWATCH THE MOVIES YOU ALREADY LOVE, AND 

DISCOVER GEMS YOU’VE NEVER SEEN. PLAY BALL!
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THE MOVIE 

You don’t have to be a former minor league baseball player to make a great 

baseball movie, but it sure as hell doesn’t hurt. In his 1988 classic baseball �lm 

Bull Durham, writer, director, and former Orioles farmhand Ron Shelton brought 

the bus leagues to the big screen. A season with the then Class A Durham Bulls of 

the Carolina League served as the backdrop for the tale of an aging minor league 

catcher mentoring a naive young pitcher—and the woman between them.

Shelton’s baseball career breathed authenticity into the movie. �e actors, 

led by Kevin Costner (who played the a�able veteran backstop Crash Davis), 

spoke and carried themselves like real ballplayers. Watching decades later, you 

still feel like you’re inside a minor league locker room actually witnessing a 

manager call his cowering team a bunch of lollygaggers while standing in the 

shower.

THE GAME

�ere’s an old baseball adage: you can’t score every inning if you don’t score 

in the �rst one, and Bull Durham puts up a crooked number with Ebby Calvin 

“Nuke” LaLoosh’s (Tim Robbins) professional debut game to open the �lm. 

Annie Savoy (Susan Sarandon) opens the �lm by delivering a monologue about 

the “Church of Baseball,” then strolling into Durham Athletic Park to watch the 

professional debut of Durham’s $100,000 bonus baby and right-hand pitcher.

Bull Durham relies more on moments than full games, but it’s Nuke’s debut 

game which sets up our premise: million-dollar arm, ten-cent head.

THE BREAKDOWN

At this early point in the �lm, Costner’s Davis hasn’t shown up yet—this game 

is the LaLoosh show. Fresh o� inking a six-�gure signing bonus (presumably 

with Atlanta, as Durham was a Braves farm club at the time), Nuke doesn’t take 

his �rst start seriously. Robbins plays him perfectly—as a cheerful man-child 
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walking through life without a care in the world because things always work out 

for him—and he doesn’t often think deeply enough to care anyway.

After eschewing his pregame bullpen warm-up in favor of pregame locker 

room coitus, he assures his less-than-amused manager that he’s good to go. 

It’s a mark of perfection from Shelton—one of the small aspects of authenticity 

peppered throughout the �lm highlighting its grasp of baseball. Of course Nuke 

thinks he’s good to go—he’s just spent the last four years of high school watching 

future accountants and salespeople cower when facing his heat.

To Nuke’s credit, folks still cower at his heat, even in pro ball. �e problem is 

it’s not just the hitters. Fans, the broadcast team, and even mascots can become 

collateral damage with LaLoosh on the mound. It’s a wild pitch mash-up, made 

even funnier by how Robbins throws a baseball. Costner looks like a seasoned 

pro, while Robbins throws as if someone asked a baby deer to paint the corners. 

In a movie littered with perfection, even the not-so-perfect Robbins seemed to 

work, well, perfectly. Of course, the young, eccentric guy who boinked a fan in 

the locker room pregame would throw like a bit of a weirdo.

Nuke manages to not leave his fastball in a “piece of ass,” but he does leave it 

everywhere else in Durham Athletic Park. Eighteen walks and eighteen strikeouts 

later, Durham manager Joe “Skip” Riggins (Trey Wilson) sits in his o�ce, looking 

as if he’d just seen God. Although Nuke’s performance would’ve likely made 

real-life Durham management double their protective netting budget, LaLoosh 

was also mowing down hitters. Sitting down opposing batters with such force is 

essential—we know right away if Nuke can harness his stu�, he’s going to have 

the world on a string, but if he can’t, he’s going to break more ribs than a pork 

butcher.

�e game itself isn’t crucial in the grand scheme of baseball—early-season 

A-ball games rarely are—but it’s a �awless jumping-o� point for the movie. With 

little more than a handful of wild pitches, some apologetic cringing, and his 

manager’s postgame evaluation, we learn some essential details about Nuke:

His right arm is exceptional, potentially one of a kind. �at his last �ve 

pitches were faster than the �rst �ve (especially considering the number of 

pitches thrown) is Herculean. Any pitch delivered by that right arm could 

damage property or person.

In generous terms, Nuke was kinda dumb—but just young guy dumb, not 
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The Durham Bulls probably played the Hagerstown Suns in 1988, but this ticket stub 

is completely fictional. This game never happened except in the movies. The design 

was based on ticket stubs from the mid-1980s and we included the “Hit Bull, Win 

Steak” graphic to reference the promotion invented for the movie. Mitch’s Bar was 

also created just for the film, though scenes in the fictitious bar were shot at the real 

Mitch’s Tavern located in Raleigh, North Carolina.
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For some, playing catch is therapeutic—the rhythmic movements, the 

satisfying pop of ball hitting leather. Each toss back and forth between estranged 

father and son repairs, every secured catch says what a thousand words could 

never. Field of Dreams reminds us that time is precious and to treasure the small 

moments, because one day, good relationship or not, there won’t be any more 

games of catch. Sappy and sentimental by design, the �lm ending with Ray and 

John silently playing catch is a premier sports movie happy-cry moment.

It’s never shown in the 

film, but Terrence Mann 

tells Ray that when 

people come they’ll “pass 

over money without even 

thinking about it.” This 

system can only go so 

far, so we imagine the 

Kinsellas would have 

eventually printed some 

tickets to hand out to 

their guests and probably 

would have based the 

design on vintage tickets 

from Ebbets Field, like  

we did.
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GAME MVP: SHOELESS JOE

We’re left to presume that the architect behind the �eld, the ghostly all-star 

games, and this touching father-son reunion is the long-dead, banned-from-

baseball star Shoeless Joe Jackson, played by the late legend Ray Liotta—who 

followed up Field of Dreams with a little movie called Goodfellas. It’s still hard 

to shake the feeling that whenever Liotta smiles or laughs in Field of Dreams, 

someone around him will get whacked.

�roughout the �lm, this man proves to be a jack of all trades. Dead for 

decades, Jackson still crushes a baseball, nearly knocking Ray and his dad jeans 

o� the mound with a line drive in his �rst batting practice session (the pop in 

Jackson’s swing makes up for the fact that Liotta swings right-handed and the 

real-life Jackson swung left-handed). He also has a way with words, both his brief 

ghostly demands (“If you build it, he will come.”) and his beautiful monologue 

on how much he loves baseball (“I’d play it for nothing.”). Shoeless Joe recruits 

like Nick Saban, grabbing a full game’s worth of ghosts, with enough talent on 

the �eld that he can tell a Hall of Famer (and notorious terrible person) like Ty 

Cobb to kick rocks. And Joe knows exactly what to say to a nervous rookie after a 

brushback pitch.

Most importantly, though, he delivers the reprise that sets o� the most tearful 

game of baseball movie catch in existence with “If you build it, he will come,” 

giving Ray the closure with his father for which he’s always yearned. While 

Shoeless Joe wasn’t the “he” we thought he was when Liotta showed up in Ray’s 

corn�eld, he certainly was the MVP.

Also, it’s fun to think of John Kinsella getting back to corn�eld Heaven and 

having Joe and his other ghost teammates huddled around like gossipy middle 

schoolers saying, “Soooo, how’d it go with Ray?”

HONORABLE MENTION: �e “People will come, Ray” speech, Kleenex.
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BACKLIST: OFFBEAT HISTORY AND HUMOR

THE ACTION HERO’S HANDBOOK

The ultimate guide to an action-packed lifestyle, 
with step-by-step instructions on interrogating a 
suspect, catching a great white shark, navigating 
a ventilation shaft, and more.

HOW TO SURVIVE A HORROR MOVIE

The screenwriter and producer behind Stephen 
King’s It shares a hilarious, tongue-in-cheek sur-
vival guide that celebrates iconic horror movies 
both past and present!

THIS SAINT WILL CHANGE YOUR LIFE

Featuring 300 patron saints for every person and 
situation imaginable, This Saint Will Change Your 

Life describes the real-life histories of an amazing 
variety of holy figures and reveals how they can 
help in just about any situation.

PRINCESSES BEHAVING BADLY

These 30 true stories of take-charge princesses 
from around the world and throughout history 
offer a different kind of bedtime story. 

THE SHERLOCK HOLMES HANDBOOK

From analyzing fingerprints to decoding ciphers, 
readers will learn how Holmes solved his most 
celebrated cases.

CINEMAPS

Acclaimed artist Andrew DeGraff has created 
beautiful hand-painted maps of film favorites, from 
King Kong to The Princess Bride—accompanied by 
illuminating essays from film critic A. D. Jameson.

SECRET LIVES OF GREAT ARTISTS

With outrageous anecdotes about everyone 
from Leonardo Da Vinci to Caravaggio to Edward 
Hopper, Secret Lives of Great Artists recounts 
the seamy, steamy, and gritty history behind the 
great masters of international art.

SECRET LIVES OF GREAT AUTHORS

The strange-but-true tales of the rumors, idiosyn-
crasies, and feuds of literary legends—including 
Agatha Christie, F. Scott Fitzgerald, William 
Shakespeare, and more.

SECRET LIVES OF GREAT COMPOSERS 

Discover the dirty laundry of Beethoven, Wagner, 
Puccini, and others in Secret Lives of Great Com-

posers, an uncensored biography of the world’s 
greatest musical geniuses.
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FALL PREVIEW

Coming in Fall 2026

LET’S FIND YAYA AND BOO AT THE PARK!
by Andrew Knapp

Play hide-and-seek at the park with lovable dogs Yaya and Boo in the latest adventure in 
this joyful hide-and-seek board book series. 

EXPLODING CIGARS AND PSYCHIC SPIES 
by Marc Hartzman

From nuking the moon to weaponized goat dung and beyond, this hidden history for fans 
of Men Who Stare at Goats takes you on a wild ride through stranger-than-fiction stories 
of declassified US government and military programs.

DON’T GO THERE 
by J. W. Ocker

An illustrated compendium of the most dangerous, frightening, and mysterious locations 
in the world, from the Bermuda Triangle to the Aokigahara Forest.

STUFF EVERY WHISKEY LOVER SHOULD KNOW 
by Gabrielle Pharms

Part of the best-selling Stuff You Should Know series, this pocket-sized guide to all things 
whiskey covers everything from how whiskey is made to iconic distilleries, unmissable drams, 
and essential glassware.

THE WORST-CASE SCENARIO SURVIVAL GUIDE: MIDLIFE 
by David Borgenicht and Don Steinberg

The international best-selling series continues with a humorous and handy guide to navi-
gating the second half of life.
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