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The highly anticipated new novel by the bestselling
author of The Venice Hotel.

Nestled at the bustling foot of the pyramids lies the
iconic Albi Bridal Shop, where three sisters are about to
break the shackles of tradition to fight for their futures.

When Mariam Albi was tragically killed, the responsibility
of running the business was thrust upon eldest
daughter, Sarah. Bound to the dress shop and to the
demands of her husband and his spiteful mother, Sarah
finds herself trapped with nowhere to turn.

Political journalist Aya is writing the story of her career
while on the cusp of a thrilling new relationship with
Australian-raised journalist, Gamal. When Gamal is
arrested on suspicion of treason, Aya risks her life to
follow her heart.

University student Lola, the youngest of the Albi girls, is
finding her place in the world while masking her true
identity. But her secret is exposed, putting her life in
grave danger as she faces losing everything and
everyone she loves.

Inspired by the stories of the ancient pharaoh queens
before them, the Albi sisters must harness their inner
strength to survive – for in Egypt, history runs deep but
blood runs deeper.

Tess Woods

Product Details
Sep 2026 | Trade Paperback | 366pp

World Rights + Film

The Cairo Bridal Shop

Praise for Tess Woods

Tess Woods once had a simple life until her
compulsion to write made-up stories
complicated everything. She’s now an
award-winning and Australian Top 10
bestselling author of contemporary fiction.

Tess was born in Alexandria to an Egyptian
family and has drawn from her heritage to
write The Cairo Bridal Shop, the book of her
heart. You can contact Tess on Instagram,
Facebook or at tess@tesswoods.com.au.

‘Illuminating, compelling and affecting. These women
stole my heart and kept me guessing until the last page. I
loved it.' Sally Hepworth

'Tess Woods just keeps getting better—sharper, braver, and
more deliciously unputdownable with every novel. In her
hands, the ties that bind us become a tangle of culture,
politics, longing, and the eternal question of where we
truly belong.' Melina Marchetta

‘Tess is an artist, she creates pictures with her words.’
Australian Women’s Weekly

Fiction / Contemporary

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-cairo-bridal-shop-9781761350863


5K E Y  T I T L E S

Set over the twelve days of Christmas at a boutique
Venice hotel, this deliciously twisty novel by
acclaimed Australian author is ideal for fans of Nine
Perfect Strangers and The White Lotus.

When the lives of four very different women become
entangled in a boutique Venice hotel, dark secrets
unravel and not everyone who checked into the hotel
will check out again.

Signora Loretta Bianchi, the world famous cook at
Venice’s Hotel Il Cuore, is forced to choose between
once-in-a-lifetime passion and her devoted husband.

Sophie, on assignment in Venice as a food writer, finds
a lot more than Signora Bianchi’s secret recipes to
love, but what is the charming Rocco hiding?

Law graduate Elena is sinking just like the
endangered city she’s returned home to, and she’ll
stop at nothing to be free from her marriage.

Grandmother Gayle’s dream Venetian holiday turns
sinister as she finds herself embroiled in a life or death
escape.

Set against a backdrop of the romance and tragedy of
magical Venice, The Venice Hotel explores the
powerful bonds that develop between women in times
of crisis, and the healing power of female connection.

BACKLIST Tess Woods

Product Details
Sep 2024 | Trade Paperback | 480pp

World Rights + Film

The Venice Hotel

Rights sold
German Translation Rights sold
to PRH Germany (Goldmann)

Polish Translation Rights sold
to Dressler Dublin

‘I completely fell in love with the women of the Venice
Hotel.’ Nicola Moriarty

‘The perfect combination of juicy drama and
heartrending emotion.’ Rachael Johns

'With its atmospheric setting, The Venice Hotel is a
journey of intrigue, romance and, ultimately, hope.
Woods delivers a compelling narrative that highlights
the strength found in the connections forged between
women in times of adversity—for fans of Liane Moriarty
and Celeste Ng.’ Bookseller+Publisher

AWARD-
WINNING

AUSTRALIAN
TOP 10

BESTSELLING
AUTHOR

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-venice-hotel-9781761354922


 

The heart stopping new thriller from the author of
The Bluffs and The Deep.

Sixteen-year-old Buddy Woods has been dragged
along on a camping trip in the wilderness of
Tasmania’s remote southwest to celebrate his brother’s
bachelor party. 

He learns all too late that the party has been planned
to collide with the best man’s own outdoor adventure,
his addiction rehabilitation group’s graduation hike. 

What begins as a hostile meeting of two diverse
groups soon becomes a desperate fight for survival, as
past secrets come to life, personal tensions boil over,
and an unseen killer turns the mountain into a trap.

When a cryptic message leads investigative journalist
Coco Jones to believe her fiancé Heath’s life is in
danger, she races to the tiny alpine town where he was
last seen. But as violent storms seal off the mountains
and the locals grow increasingly evasive, Coco begins
to suspect the wilderness isn’t the only thing hiding
the truth, and the legends of the mountain cult may be
just a real as the Woods boys always claimed.

As the weather closes in and the body count rises, a
desperate search to find the missing hikers uncovers a
shocking history the mountain has buried for
generations. For Buddy and the survivors of the
fractured group, uncovering those secrets may mean
never leaving the wilderness alive. 

Kyle Perry

Product Details
Aug 2027 | Trade Paperback | 400pp

World Rights

The Wild

Praise for Kyle PerryKyle Perry is a drug and alcohol
counsellor based in Hobart, Tasmania.
He has grown up around the Tasmanian
bush and seas, with the landscape a key
feature of his writing and his spare time.
He loves the sea, and his entire leg is
covered in ocean tattoos.

His debut novel, The Bluffs, has been
translated into six languages. It was
shortlisted for the Dymocks Book of the
Year and the Indie’s Debut Fiction Book
of the Year, and was longlisted for the
Australian Book Industry Awards’
General Fiction Book of the Year.

Fiction / Psychological Thriller /
Crime

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

‘[The Deep] is a fast-paced thriller that twists and twists
again. Kyle Perry can sure spin a mighty tale.' 
Chris Hammer 

‘This atmospheric, scenery-rich crime tale embodies both
the beauty and brutality of nature – especially human
nature . . . The Bluffs establishes Perry as a fierce new
talent.’ Apple Books

Edited manuscript due end Sep 2026

DRAFT COVER



BACKLIST Kyle Perry

Product Details
Jul 2021 | Trade Paperback | 464pp

World Rights

Estonian Translation Rights sold to
Uhinenud
German Translation Rights sold to
Atrium
Dutch Translation Rights sold to
HarperCollins Holland
Film Rights sold to Shape Shifter
Pictures (USA)

Product Details
Jul 2020 | Trade Paperback | 432pp

World Rights

Czech Translation Rights sold to Host
Estonian Translation Rights sold to
Uhinenud
German Translation Rights sold to Atrium
Italian Translation Rights sold to Fanucci
Romanian Translation Rights sold to
Editura Leada Neagra
Dutch Translation Rights sold to
HarperCollins Holland
Film Rights sold to First Option Pictures
(Australia)

RIGHTS 
SOLD

RIGHTS 
SOLD

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-bluffs-9781761041891
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-deep-9781761048197


 

The heart-stopping new crime-romance series by bestselling
Australian authors Rachael Johns and Mercedes Mercier.

Do you suspect your online date is seeing other people? Or
catfishing? Or that you’re just a number in your situationship’s
roster? It’s time to call in The Number One Insta Detectives
Agency.

Olivia, Sheridan, Juniper and Emery – an unlikely team of friends
bonded over their love/hate relationship with the online dating
world - have gone viral for cracking the toughest digital dating
crimes. If only their own romance dramas were as easy to solve.
Juni has decided to go boy sober after leaving behind a string of
heartbroken exes . . . that is, until a ‘hot cop’ moves in next door.
Their instant connection is threatened when the Insta Detectives
stumble on something far more criminal than a red flag – the
photo of a dead woman with a knife in her heart.

This chilling case leads them from dodgy dive bars to a
maximum-security prison and then deeper into the world of
online sex work. Suddenly, the Insta Detectives have more than
just their hearts on the line – it’s their very lives in danger.

Two bestselling Australian authors join forces in this genre-
bending crime–romance series that will steal your heart - and
your breath - and prove that while dating can be difficult,
making it out alive can be deadly.

Rachael Johns and
Mercedes Mercier

Product Details
Jan 2027 | Trade Paperback | 336pp

World Rights

The Number One Insta
Detectives Agency

Fiction / Contemporary / Mystery
and Detective / Romance

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Rachael Johns was once (briefly) an English teacher,
before turning her attention to writing – and never
looking back. She now writes award-winning romance,
women’s fiction, and the occasional awkward text. Her
novel The Patterson Girls won the 2016 ABIA for General
Fiction, and she’s a two-time winner of the Romance
Writers of Australia RUBY Award. 

Rachael is the co-host of two podcasts: Reading
Between Deadlines and Dear Rach & Soph, and also
runs the vibrant Rachael Johns' Book Club on
Facebook. You can find her at www.rachaeljohns.com or
subscribe to her Substack, Pink Ink, where she shares
behind-the-scenes bookish thoughts and writer life.

Mercedes Mercier writes ‘just-one-more-page’ crime with
twisting plots and relatable characters. As well as writing
books, Mercedes has worked in the criminal justice
system for over a decade, giving her unique insight into
the world of crime and offenders.

After a brush with death, Mercedes threw herself into life.
She lived overseas, became a black belt in Karate,
skydived, and volunteered with animals.

Mercedes lives in Adelaide, in a tree-top home
surrounded by kangaroos, koalas, kookaburras and the
occasional echidna. 

Final draft due end Sep 2026

http://www.rachaeljohns.com/


 

The debut adult novel from the award-winning author
of Anything But Fine. A laugh-out-loud tale of
friendship and finding yourself, set against the lively
backdrop of New York City - perfect for fans of Dolly
Alderton, Madeleine Gray and New Girl.

Two best friends. One apartment. Zero chance of this
going to plan.

Austin and Sydney have been best friends since he
moved into her shoebox apartment in New York City over
a decade ago. Now in their early thirties and living with
their long-term partners, their lives are finally on track:
Austin is performing on Broadway and Sydney is the VP
comma Marketing at a lucrative tech startup. Everything
is perfect. They’re so happy. (Right?)

But when both of their relationships implode on the same
night, Austin and Sydney realise that things weren’t quite
as perfect as they seemed, and that their only option is to
move back in together.

The pair make a pact to use their new twelve-month lease
to break the cycle of their toxic habits. For Austin, this
means not falling in love with every man who so much as
looks at him; for Sydney, it means prioritising herself, for
possibly the first time in history.

It’s not long, though, before Austin’s resolve starts to
crack - a gorgeous children’s book editor has absolutely
nothing to do with that - and Sydney slips back into old
patterns, letting the shadow of Austin’s presence eclipse
her own needs.

The question is: can people truly change? Or are these
self-proclaimed soulmates doomed to repeat the same
mistakes over and over . . . and risk losing each other in
the process?

Tobias Madden

Product Details
Aug 2026 | Trade Paperback | 352pp

World Rights

Quite the Pair

Praise for Quite the Pair

Originally from Australia, Tobias now lives
in New York City with his husband and their
Cavoodle. Tobias spent most of his life on
stage, touring Australia and New Zealand
with musicals such as Mary Poppins, CATS,
and Guys and Dolls. These days, he works
full-time in publishing, tends to his daily
dog-dad duties, and runs laps around
Central Park. In his spare time, he can often
be found writing on the Metro North train
to Beacon.

Tobias’s award-winning debut young adult
fiction novel, Anything But Fine, was
published in 2021, followed by Take a Bow,
Noah Mitchell and the CBCA Notable Book
Wrong Answers Only. Quite the Pair is his
first book for adults.

‘Quite the Pair sparkles like the New York City skyline it’s set
against. A giant-hearted story of two best friends, one
shoebox apartment, and the chaotic beauty of figuring it out
together. It’s a gorgeously written, achingly tender (and
hilarious!) ode to chosen family and choosing yourself. I loved
every word.’ Jennifer Niven, #1 NY TIMES bestselling author

‘From the first page, I was invested in Austin and Sydney and
their charmingly messy and frequently funny New York lives.
This is a total delight of a book about friendship and finding
yourself.’ Nina Kenwood, author of The Wedding Forecast

Fiction / Contemporary / 
Friend-Com / LGBTQI+

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

F R A N K F U RT  B O

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/quite-the-pair-9781761358579


 

Mary Colussi

Product Details
Jun 2026 | Trade Paperback | 336pp

World Rights + Film

Touch Grass

Comparison Titles

Mary Colussi is an Australian American
writer currently based in Sydney. She’s a
graduate of New York University’s Tisch
School of the Arts and the National
Institute of Dramatic Art.

Touch Grass is her debut novel.

Fiction / Contemporary / Literary
Fiction / Speculative Fiction

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Charlie deletes other people’s worst moments for a
living; ironic, considering she’s been trying to
forget her own for years.

When her consciousness starts spontaneously
ejecting from her body, Charlie becomes the first
known case of a bizarre new phenomenon – and the
unwilling centre of a global crisis.

And an immortal sheep might be the key to
everything.

As disembodiment spreads, corporations celebrate it,
governments fear it, and Charlie can’t decide whether
she’s losing herself or finally escaping. But the
memories she worked so hard to delete won’t stay
gone, and the only way to survive a world splitting at
the seams may be to reclaim the self she tried to
erase.

Astute and inventive, Touch Grass explores identity,
consent and the hilariously messy business of being
a friend, sister and person - especially when someone
keeps editing the footnotes.

Praise for Touch Grass

‘Charmingly wry and original.’ Georgia Harper

‘Sharp and inventive.’ Books+Publishing

Winner of the 
2025  Penguin Literary Prize

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/touch-grass-9781761358548


 

Emily Broadmore

Product Details
Mar 2027 | Trade Paperback | 272pp

World Rights + Film

The Breakdown
Clause

Comparison Titles

Emily Broadmore is the director of Beyond
Logic, a creative-intelligence consultancy in
New Zealand that explores the intersection
of literature, commerce and cultural
disruption.

Alongside the agency, Emily publishes Folly,
a literary magazine answering the question,
‘What happens when a literary journal has a
torrid love affair with a Victorian gossip rag?’
The result is a wordy magazine that causes a
stir—the third issue was banned by one of
New Zealand’s major high street shops.

Fiction / Contemporary / Satire /
Political Thriller

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

If you’re stupid enough to trust anyone in
Parliament with a secret, you deserve the inevitable
moment they use it against you . . . 

Cleo Turner spent her twenties as a political advisor.
She was ambitious, smart and youthfully naive to the
reality of political friendships. 

Then she ended up married to a government minister.
Now, she’s a political widow, living in a remote
electorate with just her baby for company. 

When a former colleague visits for the weekend, Cleo
enlists him to orchestrate her husband’s demotion,
hoping to return to a glamourous life in the city. 

But secrets go both ways, and Cleo’s perception of the
power she holds over others is about to crumble.

Edited manuscript due end Sep 2026



 

Hives are failing up and down the coast – but not in
Featherwood. 

Government scientist Natasha Yarrington is sent to find
out why, and the trail leads her to an off-grid beekeeper
whose colonies are not just surviving but thriving. Isaac
Stevens came to Featherwood to disappear, but a man
who holds the secret to healthy bees is difficult to walk
away from. For Natasha, he turns out to be the most
compelling mystery in Featherwood.

Natasha is swept into the warm heart of the town
alongside eighteen-year-old Birdie Vaughn, who has
followed a postmark all the way from Sydney in search of
her long-lost brother, and the irrepressible Molly Rogan
– newly married and navigating a late-in-life pregnancy
– who has a gift for drawing strays into her orbit and
holding a town together. As Natasha's relationships with
the people of Featherwood grow, she starts to wonder if
she's stumbled onto something far more important than
a scientific answer.

Set against the backdrop of a rural town and a
community still finding its feet after the last two years of
flood and fire, The Featherwood Beekeeper is a story
about second chances at love, found family and the
courage it takes to let people in. 

With her trademark warmth, humour and deep love of
the Australian landscape, Fiona McArthur reminds us
that family can be built as much as born, and that the
most important discoveries aren't always the ones you
were looking for.

Fiona McArthur

Product Details
Sep 2026 | Trade Paperback | 368pp

World Translation Rights

The Featherwood
Beekeeper

Backlist
Drawing from her earlier life as a rural midwife,
Fiona McArthur shares her love of working with
women, families and health professionals in
her books. In her compassionate fiction, her
love of the Australian landscape meshes with
warm, funny, multigenerational characters as
she highlights challenges for rural families,
and the strength shared between women.
Happy endings are a must.
Fiona is the author of the non-fiction book
Aussie Midwives, and lives on a farm with her
husband. She was awarded the NSW
Excellence in Midwifery Award in 2015 and the
Australian Ruby Award for Contemporary
Romantic Fiction in 2020, and was shortlisted
for the same award in 2023.

Find her at FionaMcArthurAuthor.com.

Fiction / Romance /
Contemporary / Medical

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-featherwood-beekeeper-9781761350153
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-lightning-ridge-ladies-9781761350115
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/back-to-birdsville-9781761047992
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/as-the-river-rises-9781761349676


 

Deep in the mountains, secrets grow deadly . . .

Senior Constable Sally White knows how easily hikers
can go missing in Victoria’s High Country. But there’s
something about the disappearance of Louis Taylor, a
young man lost up Mount Viking, that’s not sitting right
with her.

Louis was an aspiring journalist, researching the illegal
tobacco trade – also known as chop chop – that was
once so prevalent in the area. And the last person he
interviewed before his hike has just met a gruesome
end  . . .

But with no other leads, and with the search winding
down, Sally is forced to accept the young man died in a
tragic accident.

Until she learns of another missing persons case that
bears striking similarities. Astrid Marlowe, a young
lawyer, vanished in the same mountains two years
earlier.

Were Louis and Astrid simply unlucky hikers lost in the
treacherous terrain? Or did they both stumble into
something – or someone – they shouldn’t have?

This is the sensational new novel from the author of the
bestselling thriller, The Creeper, winner of the Ned Kelly
Award for Best Crime Fiction 2025.

Margaret Hickey

Product Details
Jul 2026 | Trade Paperback | 368pp

World Rights + Film

Cold River

Praise for Margaret Hickey
Margaret Hickey is an award-winning
author and playwright. She has a PhD
in Creative Writing and is deeply
interested in rural lives and
communities. She is the author of six
crime novels - Cutters End, Stone
Town, Broken Bay, The Creeper, An Ill
Wind and Cold River - and a collection
of short stories, Rural Dreams.

Cutters End was awarded the BAD
Crime Sydney Festival’s Danger Prize
and was also shortlisted for the Ned
Kelly Award for First Fiction. Margaret
won the Ned Kelly Award for Best
Fiction in 2025 for The Creeper.

Fiction / Crime and Mystery /
Thriller and Suspense

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

On The Creeper: ‘Eerie, vivid and tense. A powerhouse of a
novel - I loved it.’ Shelley Burr

On Broken Bay: ‘Margaret Hickey blazed on to the
Australian crime writing scene with Cutters End . . . [She]
excels at using the setting to add tension and, here, it is the
South Australian coast and limestone caves . . . A fresh
setting for a crime novel, and the underwater scenes are
suffocatingly horrifying.’ Weekend Australian

On Cutters End: ‘A tightly woven and utterly unpredictable
plot that will keep you guessing and gasping until the
explosive truth leaves you shocked. A stunning debut.' Lyn
Yeowart, author of The Silent Listener

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/cold-river-9781761351112


BACKLIST Margaret Hickey

Product Details
Aug 2021 | TPB | 384pp

World Rights + Film

Product Details
Jul 2022 | TPB | 416pp
World Rights + Film

Product Details
Jun 2023 | TPB | 384pp

World Rights + Film

Product Details
Jul 2024 | TPB | 352pp

World Rights + Film

Product Details
Jul 2025 | TPB | 384pp

World Rights + Film

Product Details
Jan 2025 | PB | 240pp
World Rights + Film

AWARD-
WINNING

BESTSELLING
AUTHOR

90k+ 
COPIES 

SOLD 
IN ANZ

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/cutters-end-9780143778349
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/stone-town-9781761048692
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/broken-bay-9781761344541
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-creeper-9781761342035
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/an-ill-wind-9781761342066
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/rural-dreams-9781761351099


 

The fabulous team are back in Book 5 of the award-
winning Tea Ladies series!

1969: Two major events occur this year. The first is the
moon landing, watched by an estimated 650 million
people around the world – the space age has arrived!

The second is most famous music festival in history –
Woodstock; a peaceful gathering of almost half a million
people come together to experience some of the best
music and artists of our time and, in the process, create
the hippie movement.

These two seismic events send shockwaves around the
globe, capturing people’s imaginations and changing
perceptions of what is possible. These events become a
catalyst for cultural changes that influence everything
from food to fashion.

Meanwhile, in Zig Zag Lane, Surry Hills, our tea ladies
are busy solving a particularly perplexing crime.

Amanda Hampson

Product Details
Aug 2027 | Trade Paperback | 352pp

World Rights

The Fatal Feud: 
The Tea Ladies #5

Comparison Titles

Fiction / Crime & Mystery /
Historical

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Melbourne-based author Amanda
Hampson has been writing
professionally for more than thirty
years and is the bestselling author of
ten novels: The Olive Sisters, Two for
the Road, The French Perfumer, The
Yellow Villa, Sixty Summers, Lovebirds,
The Tea Ladies, The Cryptic Clue, The
Deadly Dispute and The Model
Murder.

A runaway bestseller, The Tea Ladies
won the 2024 Danger Awards for Best
Crime Fiction and was Shortlisted for
the 2024 Davitt Awards - Best Adult
Crime and the 2024 Ned Kelly Awards
– Best Fiction.

COVER 
TO BE

REVEALED

Unedited manuscript due end Sep 2026

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/everyone-in-my-family-has-killed-someone-9781761048845


'The Tea Ladies is a total joy! With her ear for dialogue
and eye for authentic detail, Amanda Hampson has
created a refreshing take on a murder mystery that is
both wickedly funny and highly entertaining. Hazel,
Betty, Irene and Merl leapt straight off the page and into
my heart. I can still hear them laughing, gossiping and
plotting, long after I finished this delightful book.'
Joanna Nell, bestselling author

Praise for Amanda Hampson

80K+ 
COPIES 
SOLD IN

ANZ 

The Tea Ladies SERIES

Rights sold
German Translation Rights for The
Tea Ladies sold to Droemer Knaur

Ukrainian Translation Rights for
The Tea Ladies, The Cryptic Clue
and The Deadly Dispute sold to
Ranok Publishing House

Awards (The Tea Ladies)
Winner 2024 Danger Awards - Best
Fiction

Shortlisted 2024 Sisters In Crime
Davitt Awards - Best Adult Crime

Shortlisted 2024 Ned Kelly Awards
- Best Fiction

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-tea-ladies-9781761344626
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-cryptic-clue-9781761349683
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-deadly-dispute-9781761346347
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-model-murder-9781761350344


 

Art Deco glamour, a Cuban crime queen and a
grammar-obsessed killer collide in the #1 best-selling
Bookshop Detectives’ high-stakes final instalment.

The Bookshop Detectives are on the case!

Booksellers Garth and Eloise Sherlock (and their cowardly
dog, Stevie) have been roped into hosting Murder and
Mojitos, a glamorous Art Deco festival event starring
Cuba’s queen of crime fiction. Between flapper frocks,
rooftop hijinks and competitive cocktail shaking, it should
be the bookshop’s biggest break yet.

But when mysterious parcels arrive at the shop and a
body turns up on a quiet local beach, every clue points
back to Arthur Pinter – the literary-obsessed serial killer
from the Sherlocks’ past.

With the mojitos flowing and half of the town in costume,
Garth and Eloise must untangle a web of old betrayals,
new alliances and international intrigue before the
festival’s finale turns into a bloodbath. Can they protect
their staff, their small town and their beloved bookshop -
or will this be their final chapter?

Gareth Ward & Louise Ward

Product Details
Jul 2026 | Trade Paperback | 288pp

World Rights + Film

The Bookshop
Detectives 3: 
Murder and Mojitos

Backlist

Gareth and Louise Ward are the real-
life owners of independent bookshop
Wardini Books, with stores in
Havelock North and Napier, New
Zealand. Gareth and Louise met at
police training college in the UK and
are both ex-police officers. Gareth is a
bestselling kids author and Louise
regularly reviews books on RNZ. The
Bookshop Detectives was Gareth and
Louise’s first book together.

Fiction / Mystery & Detective /
Contemporary

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Rights sold
Film Rights for The Bookshop Detectives 1

sold to South Pacific Films

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-bookshop-detectives-3-murder-and-mojitos-9781776951338
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-bookshop-detectives-1-dead-girl-gone-9781776951307
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-bookshop-detectives-2-tea-and-cake-and-death-9781776951413


 

The Deadly Circle is a gripping rural crime novel,
alternating modern and historical storylines, set in
the rugged landscape of New Zealand’s King Country.

The past never stays buried . . .

Lawyer Ryan Bradley has never defended a murder trial
before. Now he's facing the toughest challenge of his
career.

Environmental activist Arlo Addison is accused of killing
forestry executive Richard Maguire, whose body is
found hanging at the entrance to an abandoned bush
tunnel. As the trial begins, Ryan knows he'll have to keep
his unconventional client in check, while outsmarting
veteran prosecutor, Ivan Manly.

Seventy years earlier, returned soldier Arthur Maguire is
carving a new life from the King Country bush. He joins
workers clearing the native trees to create farmland,
determined to be granted a plot of his own. But a
devastating betrayal shatters that dream.

From felling forests to build farms . . . to buying farms to
plant forests, the battle for the King Country has come
full circle.

Some injustices lie buried for generations - but the bush
never forgets . . .

Geoff Parkes

Product Details
May 2027 | Trade Paperback | 352pp

World Rights

The Deadly Circle

Backlist

Born and raised in rural New Zealand,
Geoff Parkes now lives in Melbourne. 

For the last twelve years he’s written a
weekly opinion column for The Roar,
Australia’s leading on-line sports
website. 

He is the author of two crime novels,
When the Deep, Dark Bush Swallows
You Whole and The First Law of the
Bush.

Fiction / Legal Thriller / 
Crime and Mystery / Historical

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Edited manuscript due end Sep 2026

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/when-the-deep-dark-bush-swallows-you-whole-9781761356797
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-first-law-of-the-bush-9781761349317


 

Darcy Green

Product Details
Jan 2027 | Paperback | 368pp

World Rights + Film

Home Ground

Praise for After the Siren

Darcy Green (they/them) is a Naarm-
based author who writes joyful queer
stories across a variety of genres.
Their Brunswick Falcons books blend
romance, sport and comedy in the
world of the AFL(M). Darcy loves
books, footy, ice hockey, and writing
when they should be doing other
things. They are almost always
listening to an audiobook.

Fiction / Sports Romance /
Comtemporary / LGBTQI+

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Love is closer than you think in this forced-
proximity football rom-com for fans of Heated
Rivalry, Casey McQuiston and Cat Sebastian.

Aleksandar Yelich was ready to hang up his boots.

Now his marriage has disintegrated, he’s doubting
his abilities as a captain, and the premiership he’s
spent his career chasing seems permanently out of
reach.

Ryker Elliot settled down with the love of his life.

Or so he thought. A bad break-up puts him on the
road to Melbourne and a job with the Brunswick
Falcons. He doesn’t know anything about AFL, but a
fresh start sounds perfect.

Aleks needs to stay focused. Ryker has to keep it
professional.

When Aleks offers Ryker his spare room, neither of
them anticipates friendship, let alone a very
inconvenient attraction. Still, nothing can come of it.
Aleks has a flag to win, and Ryker isn’t looking for love
. . . right?

‘A fun, queer rom-com that is
impossible to put down.’
Lauren Jackson

‘Pure queer joy. Jake and
Theo’s chemistry off off-the-
charts hot.’ Abra Pressler

‘Playful, joyful and HOT.’ 
Clare Fletcher

Rights sold 
Film Rights for After the Siren sold to Mad Ones
Films (Australia)

First pages available

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/home-ground-9781761622724
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/after-the-siren-9781761355257


 

A laugh-out-loud funny queer First Nations rom-com
about relationships with hot co-workers, Country,
and your own brain.

Ren hasn’t seen her twin in ten years. So why is her
sister suddenly blowing up her phone? Turns out she’s
just won twenty million dollars, bought a rundown hotel
and wants Ren to move north to run it. It’s their
childhood dream, remember?

Ren moves from her city apartment to be close to her
family on Dulgubarra Yidinji Country, determined to
make the new hotel a success, despite her tangled
nerves, OCD and the small matter of not knowing the
first thing about hospitality. Or, for that matter, about
her Country.

Soon she’s sharing front desk shifts with her
maddeningly calm co-manager, Saint. Saint is able to
charm every guest and go on a new date every night,
while Ren’s chaotic management style is leaving
everyone confused. But maybe opposites do attract:
while Ren and Saint have been checking guests in,
they’ve also been checking each other out.

When it comes to family, healing and maybe even
love, Ren can’t keep hiding behind the Do Not
Disturb sign forever.

Skye Cusack

Product Details
Jun 2027 | Trade Paperback | 336pp

World Rights + Film

Checked Out

Comparison Titles
Skye Cusack is a Dulgubarra Yidinji and
Asian writer, journalist and accidental
comedian living in Naarm (Melbourne,
Australia). Skye shares stories that make
you laugh, cry and call your therapist.
Common themes in her writing include
mental health, disability, fatphobia,
existential Blak crises and people generally
making fools of themselves.

Checked Out is Skye's debut novel. Her
second book, a sapphic New Adult fiction
novel titled The Dangers of Just One
Person, will be published by Magabala
Books in 2028.

Fiction / Rom-com / LGBTQI+ /
First Nations

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Edited manuscript available



 

An addictive single-dad college sports romance for fans
of Elle Kennedy’s Off Campus, from a bestselling
Australian romance author.

Everyone thinks they know Cami Ashford. Confident.
Driven. Untouchable.

With Nationals just around the corner, she has no time for
distractions - especially not the mysterious football star
who keeps looking at her like she’s the only person in the
crowd.

Parker Evans has spent years keeping everyone at arm’s
length. Between football, university and responsibilities no
one else sees, he’s convinced there’s no room in his life for
anything more. The last thing he needs is a fearless
cheerleader breaking down his walls.

Their chemistry is impossible to ignore. But just as Parker
begins to let Cami into his carefully guarded world, one
reckless mistake threatens to destroy the trust between
them before they’ve even had a chance.

Sometimes the hardest game isn’t played on the field . . .
it’s learning when to let someone into your heart.

Know the Score is perfect for you if you’re looking for:

� College sports romance
� Football player x cheerleader
� Single-dad romance
� Dual POV
� A touch of mystery and suspense
� Australian setting
� Spice
� Books like Off Campus

Lauren Jackson

Product Details
Feb 2027 | Paperback | 336pp

World Rights

Know the Score

Stratton University series

Lauren Jackson is an Australian
author and an avid reader. Her hobby
of writing stories developed into a
passion when she discovered an
online writing website at age fourteen.
Since 2012, she has garnered
thousands of followers and millions of
views on her stories, which have
helped grow and develop her love of
writing. Lauren loves to write steamy
romances (with a little mystery) and is
always writing a new book.

Fiction / Contemporary / 
College Sports Romance / 

Steamy Romance

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

STRATTON 
UNIVERSITY 

BOOK 3

Book 1 Book 2

Unedited manuscript due end Sep 2026

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/break-the-rules-9781761348853
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/cross-the-line-9781761354519


 

An epic political fantasy, Book 2 in the series
SenLinYu called ‘addictively intricate.’

An ancient power awakens.
Rianthran has become the new ruler of Loghar – but his
ascension has changed him forever. Now he carries the
memories of every ruler who came before him, and as
old magic returns to the world, a fragile peace begins to
fall apart.

A prophecy no one can escape.
Luminara has spent her life running from destiny. But
when a mysterious hero leads her into the heart of the
Fair Folk’s enchanted forest, she discovers the truth
behind a prophecy that has shaped kingdoms for
centuries.

As war draws closer, Luminara and Rianthran are pulled
onto opposite paths. One is searching for a way to break
the cycle of history. The other is preparing to fight for
everything his people have lost.

One chance to change the future.
Ancient enemies are stirring. Forgotten magic is
returning. And the choices made by a handful of unlikely
heroes could decide the fate of two nations.

Can they break the cycle before history repeats itself
once again?

Bronte-Marie Wesson

Product Details
Mar 2027 | Trade Paperback | 416pp

World Rights

The Windstorm War:
Broken Cycle #2

Praise for The Ascension of Souls 
(Book 1 of the Broken Cycle)

Bronte-Marie is a fantasy author from
Sydney, Australia. A book lover by trade and
a content creator for a giggle, she’s a never-
ending storyteller with a highly visual brain
. . . so she writes. From love letters to fun
fantasy epics, Bronte-Marie credits her wife
with giving her the push she needed to
improve her craft and start writing fully
formed books, breathing life into stories
she could only dream of creating alone. 

When she’s not lost in her own imagination,
Bronte-Marie escapes into her latest
gaming obsession, or exercises her
creativity through drawing and painting if
she can find the time in her busy schedule.

Fiction / Fantasy / LGBTQI+

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

'Bronte-Marie Wesson
weaves identity, magic, and
politics together into a
beautiful tapestry of story.
The Ascension of Souls is
an exploration of destiny
and reincarnation, which
formed an addictively
intricate and immersive
web of colliding characters
and motives. I loved it.' -
SenLinYu, author of
Alchemised

Unedited manuscript due end Sep 2026

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-ascension-of-souls-9781761353161


 

Redemption Songs fuses Indigenous realism,
speculative fiction, and thriller with fierce originality
and an electrifying impact.

Bird doesn’t want to do what the voices in her head tell
her to do. A part of her believes the voices are just in her
head but she is also tempted to think they are the voices
of the ancestors.

The voices lead her on a wild chase across the continent
to sacred sites. There she ritually spills her own blood
onto the land, whether she wants to or not. She is
estranged from everyone who matters to her, particularly
the love of her life, Cat, who is convinced Bird is
completely insane and dangerous.

Meanwhile, serial-killer Hand is killing his way towards
Bird. He is following mysterious directives even he can’t
understand that seem to be delivered to his brain directly
without words.

A cult is following Hand, believing him to be the “Hand of
God” - a messiah - and his actions are seen as a message
from god.

The world is falling apart. Runaway climate change and
sociopolitical upheaval has made the earth unliveable.
The cities are slums filled with people barely clinging to
life who nevertheless have time for political fighting.
Bird, Cat and Hand move across an apocalyptic
landscape. Humanity is shrivelling.

In the end it is the dreaming ancestors who are needed
to make the changes needed, so that people can live in
harmony with nature.

Can Bird save the world and is it worth saving?

Clare G. Coleman

Product Details
Jun 2027 | Trade Paperback | 320pp

World Rights

Redemption Songs

Praise for Claire G. Coleman

Claire G. Coleman is a Wirlomin Noongar
woman whose ancestral country is on the
south coast of Western Australia. Born in
Perth she has spent most of her life in
Naarm. She writes fiction, non-fiction and
verse and has been extensively
published.
Her debut novel Terra Nullius was
published by Hachette in Australia and
Small Beer in the US. The Old Lie is her
second novel.
Lies Damned Lies: A Personal Exploration
of the Impact of Colonisation, her first
nonfiction book, was published by Ultimo
Press and won the 2022 Queensland
Literary Award Non Fiction Prize.
Enclave her third novel, was longlisted for
the Miles Franklin Literary Award.

Fiction / Literary / Speculative 

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

'An urgent examination of oneself and one’s country.
Written with a booming cadence that demands to be read
aloud, again and again.' Tara June Winch

'Coleman, like so many of our Indigenous writers,
demonstrates how acutely our history - most specifically,
dispossession and colonisation - is with us in our present
day and is not beyond becoming our future.' The Guardian

‘Coleman is unflinching.’ Sydney Review of Books

Sample chapters on request



 

Laurence Fearnley

Product Details
Feb 2027 | Trade Paperback | 272pp

World Rights + Film

Dedication

Backlist

Laurence Fearnley is an award-winning
novelist. Her novel The Hut Builder won the
fiction category of the 2011 NZ Post Book
Awards. In 2014 her novel Reach was longlisted
for the Ockham New Zealand Book Awards,
and, in 2008, Edwin and Matilda was runner-
up in the fiction category of the Montana New
Zealand Book Awards. 
Her second novel, Room, was shortlisted for
the 2001 Montana New Zealand Book Awards.
In 2004 Fearnley was awarded the Artists to
Antarctica Fellowship and in 2007 the Robert
Burns Fellowship at the University of Otago. 
In 2016 she won the NZSA/ Janet Frame
Memorial Award and in 2017 she was the joint
winner of the Landfall essay competition. She
was named a New Zealand Arts Foundation
Laureate in 2019. 

Fiction / Literary / Historical

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Second pages available

DRAFT COVER
‘A wonderful read! A finely observed study of women
remaining faithful to their own ways of seeing.’ 
Catherine Chidgey.

Dedication by Laurence  Fearnley is a major new novel
from one of New Zealand’s literary greats.

In 1990s Christchurch, struggling artist Caro is drawn into
a film project about a 19th-century counterpart, the painter
Margaret Stodart.

As Caro recreates Margaret’s delicate watercolours for the
screen, Dedication moves between the experiences of
these two artists, living a century apart. Both are trying to
make their mark while negotiating family, money, artistic
legitimacy; both must decide what they are prepared to
sacrifice for their work.

This is Laurence Fearnley at her rich, sensory best. It is an
accessible literary novel with commercial crossover appeal
- the themes of art and trying to live a creative life are
presented beautifully and accessibly. This would work for
book clubs, and is perfect for fans of Emily Perkins, Ingrid
Horrocks and Ann Patchett.

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/at-the-grand-glacier-hotel-9781776950638
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/scented-9780143773290
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-hut-builder-9781742532912
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/winter-time-9780143778578


 

On an island built on secrets, nothing stays buried
forever.

Alice Moore has built a life at the edge of an island: a
weather-beaten shack, a few shifts at the local pub, and
her son, Joe. There are places she doesn’t go, memories
she doesn’t touch, and questions about herself she
refuses to ask.

Then Frank arrives.

Restless, magnetic and seemingly free, Frank is
everything Alice is not. When a cyclone cuts the island off
from the mainland, the two women are drawn together.
But Frank has come to the island searching for something
and the closer she gets to Alice, the more dangerous the
truth becomes.

Because Frank remembers what Alice has forgotten.

As fragments of childhood begin to surface, Alice is forced
to confront the secrets buried beneath her family’s silence
and the island’s familiar landscape. When Joe disappears
into the bush, past and present collide, threatening the
one relationship Alice cannot bear to lose.

Driftwood is about memory, motherhood and desire; about
the stories families bury in order to survive; and about
what happens when those stories refuse to stay hidden.

Tender, unsettling and deeply atmospheric, Driftwood
asks how we live with what has been done to us—and
whether telling the truth can finally set us adrift from the
past.

Brooke Maddison

Product Details
Mar 2027 | Trade Paperback | 320pp

World Rights

Driftwood

Brooke Maddison is a writer and
editor with a Masters of Writing,
Editing and Publishing from The
University of Queensland. She was the
founder and co-editor of UQ’s
anthology of creative writing. Her
writing has appeared in publications
such as Griffith Review, The Guardian,
Kill Your Darlings, Mascara Literary
Review, ArtsHub, and the Queer as
Fiction Anthology.

Fiction / Literary / Contemporary

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

WINNER 
OF THE 2026 

PENGUIN 
LITERARY 

PRIZE

Brooke Maddison is a
striking new voice in
Australian literary fiction.
For readers of Favel
Parrett, Sofie Laguna and
Charlotte Wood, Driftwood
combines emotional
intimacy with a visceral
sense of place, bringing
the wild Australian coast
vividly to life.

First pages due late Sep / Oct 2026



B A C K L I S T  
S P O R T S  R O M A N C E

Product Details
May 2026 | Paperback | 256pp (World Rights)

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

RIGHTS SOLD
Film Rights for After the Siren sold to Mad Ones Films (Australia)

Finished Heated Rivalry? This is your next spicy MM sports romance! 

After the Siren is a joyful romantic comedy about inconvenient attraction
and second chances.

Product Details
Sep 2025 | Paperback | 368pp (World Rights)

| WINNER of Australian Romance Readers Award for Favourite
Australian-set Romance
| #Finalist in Romance Writers of New Zealand Koru Award

'Tender, funny and perfectly spiced, In the Long Run is filled with
heart-fluttering romance and delicious yearning. A thoroughly
modern and satisfying friends-to-lovers story that will have you
racing through its pages.' Amy Hutton

Product Details
Aug 2025 | Paperback | 336pp (World Rights)

Get trackside for this steamy grumpy x sunshine F1 romance! 

Love in the Fast Lane has forced proximity, a secret relationship
and fun spicy scenes. Perfect for readers of Lauren Asher and
Simone Soltani.

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/love-in-the-fast-lane-9781761353642
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/in-the-long-run-9781761352317
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/after-the-siren-9781761355257


B A C K L I S T  C R I M E

RIGHTS SOLD
The blockbuster series has sold into 29 territories around the
world, it has sold over 2 million copies worldwide and is currently
being adapted into a major Amazon MGM drama!

Everyone in this Bank is a Thief has been sold into 7 translation
territories (including China, Italy, France, Germany, Hungary,
Ukraine and Romania)

Product Details
Sep 2025 | Trade Paperback | 368pp (World Translation Rights)

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

RIGHTS SOLD
Film Rights for The Bookshop Detectives 1 sold to South Pacific
Films (New Zealand)

Two small-town booksellers (and their cowardly dog) solve a
decades-old murder-mystery in this witty debut novel, full of
literary clues, sparkling dialogue, and comedic insights into the
world of bookshops.

Product Details
Jul 2024 | Trade Paperback | 336pp (World Rights)

High on a hill above a small town, 300 wind turbines constantly
spin. Except one is now deadly still - a body hanging from its huge
white blade . . . 

An Ill Wind is another brilliant crime and mystery novel from
award-winning author and playwright, Margaret Hickey.

Product Details
Jul 2025 | Trade Paperback | 384pp (World Rights)

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/everyone-in-this-bank-is-a-thief-9780143779988
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/an-ill-wind-9781761342066
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-bookshop-detectives-1-dead-girl-gone-9781776951307
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https://www.penguin.com.au/books/circadian-9781761620881


 

Understand your personal circadian rhythms to unlock
the secrets to optimal health and wellbeing.

If you feel tired, foggy, wired at night or flat during the day,
the problem might not be willpower or sleep alone. It might
be your body clock.

In Circadian, Professor Ian Hickie reveals the hidden 24-
hour system that governs your mood, metabolism,
immunity and mental sharpness. Drawing on three
decades of clinical research as a global leader in circadian
science, he shows how modern life – artificial light, erratic
eating, shift work, chronic stress – pushes our internal
clocks out of sync, leaving many of us feeling permanently
jet-lagged.

Discover the four powerful circadian levers you can control,
including: light exposure, sleep timing, eating patterns  and
exercise timing 

Morning light sets your master clock. Well-timed sleep
restores brain and body. Eating in alignment with your
metabolic rhythm helps protect against weight gain and
diabetes. Exercise, especially in the morning and late
afternoon, strengthens and stabilises the entire system.

This is not a sleep book. It is a blueprint for whole-body
health. From depression and burnout to heart disease and
cognitive decline, Hickie explains why timing underpins
nearly every system in your body – and how small,
consistent changes can transform the way you feel.

When your clock works, you work. Circadian shows you how
to get back in sync - and stay there.

Professor Ian Hickie

Product Details
Nov 2026 | Trade Paperback | 272pp

World Rights

Circadian

Backlist

Professor Ian Hickie is a psychiatrist and
Co-Director of Health and Policy at the
University of Sydney’s Brain and Mind
Centre. He is one of Australia’s leading
advocates for, mental health.

He was the first CEO of Beyond Blue, the
Australian depression initiative, and an
inaugural Commissioner on Australia’s
National Mental Health Commission.

Ian is also an internationally renowned
researcher and speaker in psychiatry, with
over 30 years of research and clinical
experience.

Non-Fiction / Psychology / 
Self Development

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Rights sold for A User’s Guide to the Mind

Simplified Chinese Character Rights in Mainland
China sold to Publishing House of Electronics
Industry
Bulgarian Translation Rights sold to Iztok-Zapad
Publishing House

Edited manuscript due end Sep 2026

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/minding-your-mind-9780143778783
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/a-users-guide-to-the-mind-9781761620225
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-devil-you-knew-9781761042744


 

In today’s hyper-connected world, our nervous
systems are bombarded by constant sensory and
mental overload, leaving us restless, distracted, and
disconnected from both ourselves and others.

Drawing on cutting-edge neuroscience, Overstimulated
reveals how constant stimulation doesn’t just fray our
nerves - it hijacks our attention, erodes creativity, and
even robs us of the quiet moments essential for self-
reflection and insight. With practical strategies, this book
is your roadmap to reclaiming calm and rebuilding
authentic bonds - with both others, and yourself. 

Discover why boredom isn’t something to fear, but a vital
ingredient for brain health, creativity, and emotional
resilience. Learn how embracing stillness can unlock
your mind’s natural problem-solving abilities, foster
deeper relationships, and help you reclaim your sense of
self in an age of endless distraction. 

With science-backed tools and real-world guidance,
Overstimulated empowers you to quiet the noise, restore
balance, and thrive in a world that never stops.

Dr Anastasia Hronis

Product Details
Feb 2027 | Trade Paperback | 304pp

World Rights

Overstimulated

Dr Anastasia Hronis is a Sydney-
based clinical psychologist and
academic, and founder of the
Australian Institute for Human
Wellness. An expert in addictions
research, she is a frequent
commentator in national media on
mental health.

Dr Hronis lectures and researches at
the University of Technology Sydney,
and has published widely in leading
international journals. She is a
sought-after speaker and has
presented her work at major global
conferences, including the World
Congress of Behavioural and
Cognitive Therapies in Berlin and the
International Conference on Child
and Adolescent Psychopathology in
London.

Non-Fiction / Psychology / 
Self-Development

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Rights sold for 
The Dopamine Brain

English Language Rights sold
to PRH UK (Ebury)

Simplified Chinese Character
Rights in Mainland China sold
to China Machine Press

Romanian Translation Rights
sold to  BookZone

Portuguese Translation Rights
in Brazil sold to Globo

 Spanish Translation Rights
sold to Planeta

World Complex Chinese Character (excluding
Mainland China) Rights sold to Linking Publishing
Company (Taiwan)

Polish Translation Rights sold to Bellona 

Turkish Translation Rights sold to Pegasus

Edited manuscript due Sep 2026

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-dopamine-brain-9781761346378


 

Leadership insights across technology, business,
entertainment, sport and culture.

Power rarely sits with one person alone. Behind every iconic
CEO, cultural figure or global influencer is a small, trusted
circle shaping decisions, managing crises and steering
influence behind the scenes. This book lifts the curtain on
those figures: the fixers, advisors and powerbrokers who
operate closest to power, yet remain largely unseen.

Drawn from interviews, The Inner Circle explores what it
really means to be the chief confidante and problem-solver
to people whose influence rivals that of elected leaders.
From private jets and penthouses to frantic midnight calls,
boardroom standoffs and backstage chaos, readers are
taken deep inside the lived reality of life behind The Person.

Structured across three sections - Inside the Boardroom,
The Keepers of Culture and Guardians of Legacy, and
Lessons from the Inside - The Inner Circle redefines
leadership by shifting the focus from those in the spotlight
to the quiet, strategic forces around them. Revealing that
true power is rarely exercised alone and understanding it
requires looking just beyond the visible centre.

INTERVIEWEES include:

Amy Richards | Gloria Steinem
James Holt | Prince Harry and Meghan Markle
Amy Glancey | Mike Cannon-Brookes, founder of Atlassian
Melissa Winter | Michelle Obama
Lissie Garvin | Alexis Ohanian, founder of Reddit

Phoebe Saintilan-Stocks

Product Details
Apr 2027 | Trade Paperback | 336pp

World Rights + Film

Leadership Lessons 

Backlist

Phoebe Saintilan-Stocks is the founder of
Missing Perspectives, a media startup
platforming female storytelling worldwide.
Established in June 2021, Missing Perspectives
currently reaches more than 3 million people a
month, and launched an app that connects
newsrooms with young female journalists.

Prior to founding Missing Perspectives, Phoebe
was a policy adviser, working stints at the
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet,
the Australian Human Rights Commission, the
United Nations Secretariat and in the private
sector. Her work sits at the intersection of
media, power and gender.

Non-Fiction / Management /
Leadership & Motivation

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

‘This book is a valuable guide to
understanding the relationships at the
heart of government that largely go
unreported and often are ill
understood. Phoebe brings to life on
these pages the huge role played by my
chief of staff, Ben Hubbard, who is an
extraordinary leader, and my incredibly
talented personal staff team.’ - Julia
Gillard, former Prime Minister of
Australia

‘For anyone interested in the dynamics
of leadership, The Right Hand is an
invaluable read.’ - The Age

Sample chapters available on request
Edited manuscript due Nov 2026

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-right-hand-9781761355745


 

'An actionable, evidence-based guide to moving from
burnt out to fired up.' Adam Grant, New York Times
bestselling author of Hidden Potential.

Have you ever fantasised about getting sick? Not
seriously, but enough to justify a week in bed with no
responsibilities?

You're not alone. And you're not broken. You're depleted.

In 2024, organisational psychologist and bestselling
author Dr Amantha Imber hit rock bottom. Despite two
decades of consulting to clients like Google, Apple and
Disney on productivity and wellbeing, no colour-coded
calendar system or morning routine could fix what was
wrong. She was completely and utterly burnt out. Sound
familiar?

Drawing on cutting-edge science and more than 50
research-backed challenges, The Energy Game gives you
a system for rebuilding your vitality without a wellness
retreat or life overhaul.

Discover your Energy Type, then choose your challenges:
BOOST: Fast power-ups for when you’re running low
but still need to show up
REST: Real recovery that rebuilds you while you’re
still living your life
PROTECT: Smarter boundaries so you stop losing
energy before it’s gone.

Grounded in science, most challenges take just minutes. 
The energy you're after is closer than you think.

Dr Amantha Imber 
The Energy Game

Dr Amantha Imber is an organisational psychologist and founder of the award-winning behaviour change
training company Inventium. She has worked with companies such as Google, Apple, Disney, Lego, Coca-Cola
and Microsoft to help boost productivity, innovation and wellbeing.

In 2021, Amantha was the first Australian to win the Thinkers50 Innovation Award (described by the Financial
Times as the ‘Oscars for Management Thinking’). Amantha was also named as one of the Australian Financial
Review’s 100 Women of Influence.

Amantha is also the host of the number-one ranking business podcast How I Work, which has had over 6 million
downloads, where she interviews some of the world’s most successful people about their habits, strategies and
rituals.

Amantha’s thoughts have appeared in Harvard Business Review, the New York Times, Forbes, Entrepreneur and
Fast Company, and she is the author of four internationally bestselling books: Time Wise, The Innovation Formula,
The Creativity Formula and The Health Habit.

Product Details
Jul 2026 | Trade Paperback | 304pp

World Rights + Film
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Non-Fiction / Psychology /
Personal Development

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-energy-game-9781761356452


Rights sold for Time Wise
English Language Rights (ex ANZ)
to Penguin Random House UK
(Ebury)

Korean Translation Rights sold to
Dasan Books Co., Ltd

Spanish Translation Rights to VR
Editoras S.A. DE CV,

Portuguese Translation Rights to
Alaúde Editorial

Thai Translation Rights sold to
Nanmeebooks Co., Ltd

Indonesian Translation Rights sold
to PT Pustaka Alvabet (Penerbit)

Vietnamese Translation Rights to
YMATE CULTURAL AND
EDUCATION COMPANY LIMITED

Arabic Translation Rights to Dar Al
Rewaq

BACKLIST Amantha Imber

SOLD INTO 
NINE

TERRITORIES

Rights sold for The Energy Game
Polish Translation Rights sold to
Czarna Owca

Complex Chinese Translation
Rights (excluding Mainland China)
sold to Faces Publications (Taiwan)

Simplified Chinese Character
Rights in Mainland China sold to
China Machine Press Co., Ltd.

 

Rights sold for The Health Habit
Chinese Translation Rights sold to
Business Weekly Publications

Korean Translation Rights sold to
Hyundae Jisung

Arabic Translation Rights sold to
Wahet Al-Kotob

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/time-wise-9781761343070
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-health-habit-9781761342363


 

How perimenopause hijacks your brain — and how to
reclaim yourself.

Hormone Health is Mental Health is a life-changing
guide to understanding perimenopause and midlife
women’s mental health – and how understanding your
hormones is the first step to feeling like yourself again.

This book is for women in their thirties, forties and
fifties who feel like they’re falling apart. Women who
feel like their brains and bodies are betraying them, but
nobody can tell them why. It’s for women in
perimenopause who don’t even realise it – because they
were told to look for hot flushes rather than anxiety,
brain fog or rage.

Menopause expert Dr Fatima Khan reveals the
explosive truth about perimenopause and the mental
health crisis unfolding in women around the world. She
exposes the medical blind spots that leave women
misdiagnosed with depression and anxiety, unpacks
the science of the hormone–brain connection, and
delivers the three pillars of treatment and support that
actually help.

Hormone Health is Mental Health covers everything
you’ve never been told about your hormones, including:

Why mental health symptoms arrive years before
the first hot flush,
The hormonal shifts unmasking ADHD and
neurodivergence in midlife women,
The truth about HRT and breast cancer risk,
The identity reckoning that no prescription can
solve for you, and
Scripts for every conversation – with your doctor,
your partner and your workplace.

This book will help you connect the dots, advocate for
yourself and finally understand what’s happening
inside your brain. It pulls back the curtain on the
perfect storm surrounding perimenopause, and guides
women to finally reclaim their bodies, their minds and
themselves.

Dr Fatima Khan

Product Details
Sep 2026 | Trade Paperback | 336pp

World Rights

Hormone Health is
Mental Health

Dr Fatima Khan is a women’s health doctor
and menopause expert. After studying
medicine at Imperial College London, she
trained in psychiatry, obstetrics and
gynaecology, and general practice. She
holds the Advanced Certificate in
Menopause Care from the Faculty of
Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare,
awarded in partnership with the British
Menopause Society – the qualification that
recognises practitioners trained to manage
complex menopause cases and accept
referrals. In 2019 she moved from London
to Melbourne, founding The Menopause
Clinic at Epworth Hospital in 2020 .

Non-Fiction / Women’s Health /
Mental Health / Medicine
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Praise 
‘A revelation. This book will save your sanity, your health,
your relationships and maybe even your life. I cannot
recommend it enough.’ Zoë Foster Blake



 

As the world continues to change, the ideas and
trusted approaches you’ve relied on will no longer
serve you. 

It’s natural to feel overwhelmed as you try to navigate
the present, let alone what’s next. But there’s another
way to think about it: this book will show you that way.
Making the most of a tech-heavy present and future is a
two-step process, and most importantly, it’s a process
anyone can follow because it’s rooted in being human. 

First, you need to unlearn the things you thought to be
true about tech. Once you see how it impacts areas of
life like relationships, work, thinking and trends, the
world starts to make more sense. And second, you need
to use your taste – your personal discernment and
judgement – to regain your agency and move through
disorientation with confidence. 

Unlearn is your practical guide to taking back control in
a time when screens and machines are everywhere.
Across 10 chapters, Sandra and Kai will help you unlearn
common yet flawed wisdoms by showing you how tech
has changed things. Then, they will show you how to
develop and use your taste to make better decisions and
face change with confidence.

Sandra Peter & Kai Riemer

Product Details
Aug 2027 | Trade Paperback | 240pp

World Rights

Unlearn:
How to Trust Your
Taste in a Changing
World

Dr Sandra Peter and Dr Kai Riemer are
globally recognised translators of the
complexity of tech and its impacts on people,
work and society. Over the past few years -
through programs, public talks, media
appearances, and workshops - they have held
thousands by the hand and helped them
understand emerging technologies, how they
work and how to master them to be more
insightful, productive and in control in a world
that often feels chaotic. 

Together, Sandra and Kai lead SE+’s AI
Fluency Sprint, an award-winning and
chronically sold-out course that enables
people to speak the language of tech. They
are also known to ears around the globe as
the hosts of The Unlearn Project, a podcast
about changing common sense in a changing
world. 

Non-Fiction / Science & Technology /
Personal Development
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Comparison Titles

Edited manuscript due Jan 2027



 

Like Why Has Nobody Told Me This Before? made
even more accessible, this is an emotional first-aid
kit for the stress and overwhelm of modern life
from viral mental health educator, The Pocket
Psychologist.

Psychologist Millie Hardie hears the same story
again and again in her clinic: people are
overwhelmed, exhausted, and trying to navigate
stress, self-doubt, and burnout with very little sense
of how the brain processes thought and emotion in
the first place.

Drawing on Millie’s wildly popular sixty-second
psychology videos, this warm, compassionate, and
practical book acts as an emotional first-aid kit for
modern life. Once we understand how our brains
operate, we can work with them rather than against
them. Your brain is not broken. It is simply wired for
survival, not happiness, and small, realistic shifts in
how we regulate and respond can change everything.

Using everyday objects like teapots, hula hoops,
balloons, and buckets, Millie translates evidence-
based psychology into simple, visual tools. Grounded
in CBT, ACT, DBT, and contemporary trauma-
informed practice, and delivered with zero jargon or
judgement, 60-Second Therapy is packed with
accessible, bite-sized insights designed to make your
brain a calmer, kinder place to live.

Millie Hardie

Product Details
Nov 2027 | Trade Paperback | 224pp

Translation Rights

60-Second Therapy:
Powerful mental
resets for when life
feels too much

Comparison Titles
Millie Hardie is a registered therapist
and the founder of The Pocket
Psychologist, a globally recognised
mental health platform with a
combined audience of more than 1m
followers. 

She lives on a farm in New South
Wales, Australia, where she balances
her practice with lambing season,
school lunchboxes and creating
evidence-based content that
translates psychology into practical,
visual tools.

Non-Fiction / Psychology / 
Mental Health
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Edited manuscript due mid Sep 2026

DRAFT COVER



 

The ultimate guide to better gut health, brain function
and whole-body wellness through the power of fibre.

We didn’t mean to lose fibre – but between industrial food
processing and convenience culture, it quietly disappeared
from our plates . . .  and our bodies have noticed.

Drawing on the latest science and nearly three decades of
experience as a nutrition scientist and TV personality, Dr
Joanna McMillan brings fibre back into focus – not as a
dull dietary box to tick, but as one of the most deliciously
powerful tools for health and longevity.

You’ll discover:

how fibre fuels your gut microbiome, and supports
digestion, mental health, immunity, inflammation and
detox pathways,
why fibre is vital for heart health, weight balance and
blood sugar control,
your dream team of foods, meal ideas and flavour-
packed recipes to make eating fibre easy and inviting
the tools to design your own fibre-rich way of eating
that suits your lifestyle, and
why fibre diversity – not just quantity – is essential.

Whether you’re an omnivore, a plant lover or somewhere in
between, The Fibre Factor will inspire you to rethink your
diet and rediscover the missing nutrient your body – and
mind – have been craving.

Dr Joanna McMillan

Product Details
Mar 2026 | Trade Paperback | 288pp

World Rights

The Fibre Factor

Rights sold

Joanna McMillan is a PhD-qualified
nutrition scientist and lifestyle medicine
expert, an accomplished author, engaging
speaker, visionary food futurist, nutrition
consultant, passionate cook, and
charismatic TV presenter, having hosted
programs including ABC Catalyst, Good
Chef, Bad Chef and has been a regular on
The Today Show for almost 20 years.

Originally hailing from Scotland, Jo has
lived in Australia for 25 years where she
has cultivated a reputation as a leading
voice in the field of nutrition and is well
recognised and respected by her peers
and public alike for credible and evidence-
based knowledge.

Non-Fiction / Health / 
Nutrition & Dietetics
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Spanish Translation Rights sold to Editorial Planeta
German Translation Rights sold to PRH Germany
(Sudwest)

Goodreads reviews 

‘If you are interested in living and eating to live your best
life, this book isn't just an informative read about getting a
healthy gut, but improving overall well-being.’  Becs’ reads
Australia

‘Informative. Practical. Well-researched. Realistic.’ 
EmG ReadsDaily 

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-fibre-factor-9781761356728


 

Raw, honest yet ultimately uplifting, But You Don't
Look Sick explores Brooke Campbell Bayes’ journey
with multiple sclerosis alongside the real stories from
well-known Australians, all living with different
chronic illnesses.

In 2022, at the time of Brooke’s Multiple Sclerosis
diagnosis, she was looking for a book that explored life
with Multiple Sclerosis or chronic illnesses more
generally, but she could not find one that really spoke to
her. She was not after a medical guide, because she
knew that part already.

Now, Brooke has written that book. It is not just for those
living with a chronic illness, but their family, friends and
allies.

Starting with her own account, this honest book also
features stories about well-known Australian public
figures, who will close the curtains on their often shiny,
glamorous persona to reveal their very real and candid
account of life with a chronic illness.

This book doesn't sugar-coat the reality, but it’s far from
doom and gloom. Amid the tough moments, there is
plenty of humour, lightness and warmth. Chronic illness
is heavy, but these human stories are all filled with
strength, compassion and even laughter.

Through all of this, Brooke demonstrates how even in
the most challenging circumstances, there are
opportunities to find joy, offering positive takeaways for
readers facing their own struggles and craving a
connection from an ally.

Brooke Campbell Bayes

Product Details
Feb 2027 | Trade Paperback | 288pp

World Rights + Film

But You Don’t Look
Sick

Comparison Titles
Brooke Campbell Bayes is an Australian
television producer, writer and journalist
who has spent more than 20 years
working across some of the country’s
biggest television programs and media
organisations. A natural storyteller, her
career has been built around finding and
sharing the stories that connect us,
particularly the messy, complicated and
often unseen parts of life. 

Brooke lives in Sydney with her husband
and two daughters, where she is working
on her next book and continuing her
lifelong quest to learn how to rest.

Non-Fiction / Coping with chronic
illness / Disability
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Edited manuscript available, 
Final pages due Nov 2026



 

The sequel to Mao's Last Dancer - the highly anticipated
follow up to one of the world’s most beloved books.

Li Cunxin captivated the world with his unforgettable
memoir, Mao’s Last Dancer - the extraordinary rags-to-
riches story of how a poor peasant boy, the sixth of seven
sons, was plucked from his classroom to train at the Beijing
Dance Academy – a lucky ticket out of poverty, out of
communist China – to become one of the world’s most
acclaimed ballet dancers.

Li was indeed his niang’s lucky son, and in his long-awaited
sequel he reveals what happened next in this life that
cheated fate, and wrestles with the blessings and
responsibility of good fortune.

As a celebrated artist living in the West, Li is torn between
two worlds and haunted by memories of his humble
beginnings in rural China and the family he was forced to
leave behind, all while building his own family with his
former dance partner and beloved wife, Mary.

Together they choose to make Australia home, and Li
reinvents himself in one brilliant career after another, as
principal artist for the Australian Ballet, savvy stockbroker,
bestselling author, star corporate speaker and legendary
artistic director of a new-generation ballet company.

Along the way, Li shares not just the story of his life in the
West, but his hard-won life lessons on love, learning,
leadership and legacy, and the power and possibility of
dreaming big.

Remarkable and inspiring, The Lucky Son is a joyous book
about life, family, following your heart – and gratitude.

Li Cunxin

Product Details
Oct 2026 | Trade Paperback | 480pp

World Rights

The Lucky Son

Backlist
Li Cunxin AO was born in communist China
in 1961. His life under Chairman Mao’s
regime changed dramatically when, at the
age of eleven, he was chosen to become a
student at the Beijing Dance Academy. Li
went on to become one of the finest male
dancers in the world, and was principal
dancer at Houston Ballet and the
Australian Ballet. 

From 2012 until the end of 2023 he was
artistic director at Queensland Ballet, and
in 2025 he was awarded the prestigious
Lifetime Achievement Award by the Prix de
Lausanne for his outstanding contribution
to the arts and dance. Li's memoir, Mao's
Last Dancer, is one of the most successful
autobiographies of all time. 

Non-Fiction / Biography / Memoir
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OVER
600K

COPIES 
SOLD IN 

ANZ

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-lucky-son-9781761352607
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/maos-last-dancer-9781760899219


Rights sold for Mao’s Last Dancer 

North America (Penguin USA)
United Kingdom (PRH UK)
Brazil (Editora Fundamento)
Germany (Riva Verlag)
Spain (Kailas Editorial) 
Poland (Muza)
France (First éd)
China (Wenhui Press)
Türkiye (İnkılap Kitabevi),
Sweden (Wahlstrom & Widstrand)
Italy (Cairo Editore), 
Taiwan (China Times Publishing)
Czech Republic (Euromedia)
Japan (Tokuma Shoten Publishing Co)
Korea (Minumsa Publishing Co.) 
Portugal (Leya)
Slovenia (aMish Publishing)
India - Kannada Language (Chanda
Pustaka) 
Malayam Language (Current Books
Thrissur) 

BACKLIST Li Cunxin

More than 782K copies sold collectively
across all editions and formats in
Australia & New Zealand alone

Movie adaptation released in 2009,
directed by Bruce Beresford (Oscar-
winning Director of Driving Miss Daisy
and Double Jeopardy)

Adapted as a bestselling picture book,
The Peasant Prince, which sold 42K
copies in Australia and New Zealand 

The Young Readers’ edition of Mao’s Last
Dancer sold 130k copies in Australia and
New Zealand 

SOLD INTO 
18

TERRITORIES

Over 600, 000
copies sold

Over 136, 000
copies sold

Over 46, 000
copies sold

The #1 Bestselling title in Biographies & Autobiographies category of all time 
in Australia (#2 Bestselling including international titles) 

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/maos-last-dancer-9781760899219
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/maos-last-dancer-young-readers-edition-9780143301646
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-peasant-prince-9780143503118


 

A memoir of resilience, identity, courage, and one of the
most remarkable comebacks in Australian Test cricket
history.

Sabr - the Arabic word for patience - is the philosophy that
has carried Usman Khawaja through the turbulent highs
and lows of cricket and life.

Eighty-eight Test matches, and over 6000 runs at elite
level - including 16 centuries - have established Usman as
an Australian cricketing legend. But the impressive
statistics reveal little of the unique character of the
nation’s first Muslim Test representative.

In this autobiography, written with Usman’s distinctive
swing and swagger, searing honesty and humour, he tells
his remarkable story, from his childhood in Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia and Australia, to his struggle to find his feet
in a local cricket culture that didn’t always welcome those
who didn’t fit in.

Making his Test debut in 2011, the elegant left-hander was
dropped from the Australian team on countless occasions.
Others might have thrown in the towel. However, Usman
found strength not in certainty, but in trusting the journey.
And from his return to the Test squad in 2022, he
embarked on a stunning run of form that culminated in
being crowned Australia’s Test player of the year at the
Allan Border Medal ceremony in 2023.

Success, though, isn’t just about making a comeback – it’s
about who you become along the way. ‘Sabr was my secret
power, my strength,’ he says, ‘and it remains one of my
greatest assets to this day.’

Usman Khawaja

Product Details
Nov 2026 | Trade Paperback | 448pp

World Rights

Sabr

Usman Khawaja is one of Australia’s modern cricketing greats. Born in Islamabad, Pakistan, and raised in
south-west Sydney, he grew up loving a game in which he struggled to see himself reflected. 

In January 2011, he made history, becoming the first Muslim to wear the baggy green when he debuted
against England at the Sydney Cricket Ground. Nothing about his career came easily. Dropped eight times –
making him one of the most dropped batsmen in Test cricket history – he spent years fighting perceptions,
selection calls and quiet prejudices. His answer was one of the game’s great comeback stories. 

Recalled in January 2022 after more than two years in the wilderness, Usman marked his return with twin
centuries at the SCG and produced the most prolific period of his career – hundreds at home, in Pakistan,
India and England, a World Test Championship title in 2023, and honours as both ICC Test Cricketer of the
Year and Australia’s Test Player of the Year. In the final years of his career, Usman became as significant off
the field as on it. 

A proud champion of multiculturalism and a voice for everyday Australians who rarely saw themselves in the
national team, in 2023 he took his biggest stand for the children of Gaza – with ‘all lives are equal’ written on
his shoes, and the very public battle with cricket’s governing body over his right to wear them. In a world
where athletes are told to stay silent, Usman spoke – and became a global symbol of conscience in sport. 

Non-Fiction / Biography &
Autobiography / Sports
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Final pages due Oct 2026



 

She left the cult that raised her. Then she had to learn
how to live.

We all grew up under constant instruction: from the pulpit,
from our parents, from each other. The Ten Commandments.
Obedience. Submission. Purity. Fear God. Honour your
leaders. Hell for the wicked. There was no space for
questions because we already had the answers. If something
felt unclear, that was our spiritual flaw.

Pray harder.

In a sleepy Canberra suburb, Bek Condello was raised in a
strict patriarchal Pentecostal movement. The influence of
the Geelong Revival Centre extended deeply into the lives
of the congregation, promoting discipline and dictating
how girls and women behaved, who they socialised with
and who they would marry.

After enduring a tumultuous marriage, Bek Condello made
the courageous decision to start her life again. Anyone who
leaves the GRC is cut off, from family, identity, history.

Can You Handle A Girl Like Me? chronicles Bek’s journey of
challenges and transformation as she navigates dating and
friendships. With little experience, she is rebuffed and
exploited.

Through embracing healing and self-empowerment, Bek is
now embarking on a second life of adventure and joy.

Bek Condello

Product Details
Jul 2026 | Trade Paperback | 336pp

World Rights

Can You Handle A Girl
Like Me? 

Praise for Bek Condello

Bek Condello grew up in Australia inside
a closed-off doomsday Pentecostal
church that controlled every aspect of
her life. Leaving meant losing her family,
her community and the identity she had
been told was hers since she was a
young girl. By her early thirties she had
broken free from both the church and
the marriage she had been pressured
into within it, reclaiming her life and
discovering who she truly was. Today
Bek lives with unapologetic joy, deep
bravery and a commitment to freedom,
inspiring others to rebuild and thrive
after deep loss.

'Condello writes with verve and pin-point clarity about a
hidden part of Australian life. What she reveals about the
pressures and dangers felt by young women raised in
closed off and repressive religious groups is truly
frightening. Despite it all, A Girl Like Me, manages to inspire
with its unconquerable spirit.’ Richard Baker

'Can You Handle a Girl Like Me? is a bone-rattling account
of one woman’s long road to freedom. The secretive cult she
escaped still operates in Australia today, yet her memoir
does more than just illuminate its extreme practices alone.
Condello has written a treatise on the war for women’s
bodies, and the multifaceted harms stitched into the
oppression of a soul.’ Cadance Bell, The Australian

Non-Fiction / Memoir &
Biography / Cult Survival

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/can-you-handle-a-girl-like-me-9781761357886


 

True Grime isn't just a true crime book. It also asks why
true crime became the biggest entertainment genre on
earth.

You might think it's about murder, cults, serial killers, dark
tourism and courtroom dramas. It is. And, it is about us.

It's about why sensible, compassionate, busy people can't
stop pressing play.

Why women make up the overwhelming majority of true
crime audiences.

Why we binge murder podcasts to relax.

True Grime is an investigation into why trauma has
become entertainment.

Jordan Bissell has been that crime reporter standing
outside murder scenes. She's interviewed victims'
families, cult survivors, experts and legends like Hedley
Thomas. She's also booked the Jonestown tour, binge-
listened to crime podcasts, and understands exactly why
the rest of us do, too.

She's funny, self-deprecating and inappropriate. And
then, when you're laughing, she'll sucker punch you with a
disarming question.

True Grime is curious. It's funny. It's deeply researched.
And underneath all the wit is the question: How does all
this storytelling shape our understanding of violence?

Part Jon Ronson, part Sarah Krasnostein, by the time you
finish True Grime, you won't just be thinking differently
about Ted Bundy or Jonestown. You’ll be thinking
differently about yourself.

Product Details
Mar 2027 | Trade Paperback | 336pp

World Rights

True Grime

Jordan Bissell was raised by a mum who devoured files full of autopsy photos for fun. Naturally, her earliest
memory of death was the guilt-ridden fascination she had with a heat-struck possum decaying on the
school oval. (Don't worry, she's over it. Mostly.)

As Jordan matured, she realised she wasn’t the only person absorbed by the dark side of life. While working
as a television crime reporter, she noticed the public’s obsession with stories about murders, cults, and
violence spoke to a much broader societal affliction: a deep fixation on the macabre.

Jordan lives in Brisbane with her two rescue cats. In her spare time, she enjoys pilates, daydreaming about
hot criminals, and politely but firmly rejecting her mother’s repeated offers to ‘just pop over and look at
some autopsy photos together.’

Non-Fiction /  True Crime /
Popular Culture
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An uproarious, illuminating trek through contested
history, from the creator of the hit podcast and TV series.

In the days of the British Empire, things were taken that
probably shouldn’t have been. So how come they’re still in
museums, galleries and some much stranger places?

British museums are home to millions of fascinating
objects. The trouble is, a whole bunch of them were stolen
in wildly dodgy ways. A chance encounter with one of these
items (a mechanical tiger/music box that mauls a soldier
when you turn a handle) prompted journalist Marc Fennell
to ask: ‘What is that? And how the hell did it get here?’

The answer was so gloriously weird that it sent Fennell on a
globetrotting adventure, investigating the most audacious
criminal enterprise in history – the British Empire.

With wit, empathy and unflinching honesty, Stuff the British
Stole reveals the true stories behind remarkable objects in
the world’s most celebrated museums. These artefacts tell
the stories of power, resistance and survival that have
shaped our modern world.

Travelling from the pyramids of Egypt to the beaches where
Captain Cook first landed, from Tuscan marble quarries to
Kenyan torture chambers, Fennell uncovers the
uncomfortable truths hidden behind the plaques. The
human stories museums would rather we didn’t talk about.

Part travelogue, part true crime, part reckoning with
history, this is a book about how on earth we got here.

Marc Fennell

Product Details
Jun 2026 | Trade Paperback | 304pp

World Rights

Stuff the British Stole

Rights sold

Marc Fennell is a Walkley-winning
journalist, an AACTA-nominated
filmmaker and is creator of the popular
television series & podcast Stuff the
British Stole for ABC Australia and CBC
Canada. He is also seen each weeknight
as the quizmaster of SBS TV’s iconic
game show Mastermind.

Well known for his acclaimed
documentaries, Marc has been
nominated 3 times for Europe’s
prestigious Rose d’Or. An 8-time
medallist at the New York Festivals TV
and Radio Awards.

World English
Language Rights (ex
ANZ) sold to PRH UK
(Ebury)

Japanese Translation
Rights sold to Hara

Non-Fiction / History / Narrative
Non-Fiction / Humour
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UK Edition
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The perfect book for anyone who is about to become a
dad: honest, funny and deeply reassuring, Becoming Dad
is a companion for the uncertainty, anticipation and
unexpected joys of early fatherhood.

'The "day in the life" you didn’t know you needed, this is a
book that takes new dads seriously by not taking itself too
seriously.' Dr Zac Seidler, Movember.

Written in real time during the first chaotic weeks of his
son’s life, Zachary Perez captures what becoming a father
actually feels like: the love, the panic, the tenderness, the
identity shift and the overwhelming sense that no one
really prepares you for any of it. From naming debates and
nappy disasters to late-night arguments and moments of
breathtaking connection, he turns the blur of new
parenthood into something moving, relatable and laugh-
out-loud funny.

Told in short, accessible entries, Becoming Dad is the kind
of book fathers can turn to before the baby arrives and
through the overwhelming early weeks that follow. It’s for
dads trying to find their place in the chaos of new
parenthood, and will make them feel prepared, seen,
comforted and less alone.

Warm, perceptive and a wonderful gift for any expectant or
new father, Becoming Dad is a love letter to early
fatherhood and a reminder that becoming a parent
happens in the small moments you don’t realise will stay
with you forever.

Zachary Perez

Product Details
Aug 2026 | Trade Paperback | 192pp

World Rights

Becoming Dad

Comparison Titles

Zachary Perez is a screenwriter and
first-time author whose work explores
modern fatherhood, identity and
connection with humour, curiosity
and emotional honesty.

With a background in copywriting and
content creation, Zachary has spent
over a decade writing and crafting
compelling stories across fast-paced
and highly competitive industries. 

Zachary lives in Melbourne with his
partner and their son. Becoming Dad
is his debut book.

Non-Fiction / Family & Health /
Parenting

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/becoming-dad-9781761625107


 

The essential friendship companion for parents of
tweens and teens. 

For more than three decades, educator and bestselling
author Michelle Mitchell has walked alongside young
people navigating the complex world of adolescence.

In that time, one thing has become clear: strong, secure
friendships require a sophisticated skill set - one that
can't be left to chance. To truly thrive in the modern world,
our kids need to be 'friendship smart'.

In this practical and inspirational guide, Michelle
translates wide-reaching research into clear, accessible
language. Complete with ready-to-use scripts, tools and
visual diagrams, parents can now help tweens and teens:

recognise quality friendships,
respond to drama and bullying with greater
confidence,
navigate friendship changes and transitions
understand how trust, boundaries and repair shape
friendships; and
know their own worth.

The real gift of this book is not just solving today's
friendship challenges, but equipping the next generation
with principles they will carry for life.

Michelle Mitchell

Product Details
Jul 2026 | Trade Paperback | 384pp

World Rights

Friendship Smart

Praise 

Michelle Mitchell is an author and
speaker, sought after for her
compassionate and grounded advice
for parenting tweens and teens. For
three decades she has worked closely
with families, including running her
own charity that delivered life skills
programs and psychological services
to thousands of young people each
year. Today she uses her experience to
write and speak in schools,
community events and through
media.

Non-Fiction / Parenting / 
Family & Relationships

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Backlist

‘A book full of wisdom,
compassion and guidance that
I believe will help families,
schools and communities
everywhere take better care of
our tweens.’ Maggie Dent,
bestselling parenting author
and host of the ABC podcast
Parental as Anything

'The most in-depth look at friendship I have come across.'
Steve Biddulph, bestselling author of Raising Boys

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/friendship-smart-a-parents-guide-9781761345326
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/tweens-9781761049897


 

The practical guide to working like you’re a parent and
parenting like you have a job, from the hosts of much-
loved career and motherhood podcast, Ready or Not.

For years, mothers have been handed the same
impossible brief: work like you don't have children and
parent like you don't have a job. But what if you could
reject that – and parent like you have a job and work like
you're a parent?

Drawing on research, hard-won lessons, thousands of
conversations, and their own experiences raising five
young children between them, Lauren and Lucinda tackle
the questions mums ask from the trenches of paid
working motherhood – all while wondering why nobody
ever told them it would be this hard.

How does matrescence influence the way you see your
work, your career and yourself? How do you ask for
flexibility without limiting your career? What happens
when ambition changes after children? (And is it actually
an ambition change or is it that you’re working in a
system that doesn’t work for you?) How do you manage
the mental load, set boundaries, get a pay rise and
navigate the constant trade-offs that come with raising a
family while building a career?

While challenging expectations and structures that for
too long have made the workplace feel impracticable for
mums, Work like a Mother isn’t a ten-step plan to ‘having
it all’. It’s a realistic guide to help you define success on
your own terms by giving you the tools, language,
knowledge and confidence to make work, work – whatever
that looks for you and your family.

Lauren Treweek & 
Lucinda McKimm

Product Details
Mar 2027 | Trade Paperback | 272pp

World Rights + Film

Comparison Titles

Lauren Treweek and Lucinda McKimm are
the creators of Ready or Not, Australia’s
leading podcast for working mums. Known
for their honest conversations, practical
advice and sisterly banter, the duo have built
a loyal audience of women who want more
from both motherhood and their careers and
aren't afraid to say so. Between them, Lauren
and Lucinda have five children, 15+ years of
experience in marketing, media and content,
and thousands of candid conversations with
mothers across the country navigating the
messy intersection of work and parenting.
Together, they're on a mission to help women
stop apologising for their ambition, start
designing work on their terms, and feel less
alone in the process.

Non-Fiction / Motherhood /
Parenting

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Work Like a Mother

Edited manuscript due Jan 2027



 

From the author of the hilarious yet insightful bestseller
How Not to Become a Grumpy Old Bugger comes a
heartfelt, witty and honest exploration of the most
rewarding and exhausting job a man will ever have: being
a dad. 

Drawing on more than three decades as a storyteller,
journalist, parent and grandparent, Geoff's warm and
laugh-out-loud funny The Last Fish Finger delves into the
ups and downs – and everything in between – of
fatherhood. 

As he prepares to enter grandparenthood, Hutchison
offers a perfectly adequate roadmap for blokes to show
up, listen better, care more deeply, and maybe even get the
vacuum cleaner out without
being asked.

Empathetic and never sanctimonious, it is perfect for
partners, sons and indeed any man trying to work out his
place in the story of modern family life.

Geoff Hutchison

Product Details
Jul 2027 | Trade Paperback | 288pp

World Rights

The Last Fish Finger:
Musings on being a
perfectly adequate,
and sometimes rather
excellent, father

Geoff Hutchison has enjoyed one of the most diverse careers
in Australian media. He has been a talkback current affairs
radio host with the ABC – the national broadcaster’s
European Correspondent and before that, a senior reporter
for The 7.30 Report. 

Before life was that serious, he spent many years as an
award-winning reporter/producer for the Nine Network’s
Wide World of Sports and Sport Sunday programmes. Geoff
released his first book in 2025, the bestseller How Not to
Become a Grumpy Old Bugger. 

Non-Fiction / Fatherhood /
Humour

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Backlist

Unedited manuscript due Sep 2026

Published by Affirm Press
11,000+ copies sold 



 

Every year, up to 250,000 Australians cross the threshold
into retirement. They arrive with questions, hopes and a
fierce determination to make this chapter count. 

Many of them are already in Bec's community, and the
question they ask is this: where do I actually start? Bec's
community already knows they want an epic retirement.
What they need now is the plan to get there. 

A clear, structured, energising roadmap that starts at 50
and walks them through every decision that matters in
the years ahead. 

How to Build an Epic Retirement Plan builds on the
warmth and accessibility that made How to Have an Epic
Retirement a #1 bestseller across three years and adds the
one pivotal thing that readers have asked for: show me
exactly how to build my plan, step by step, starting now.

Bec Wilson

Product Details
Oct 2027 | Trade Paperback | 256pp

World Rights

How to Build an Epic
Retirement

Bec Wilson is a bestselling author, educator, speaker, podcast host
and columnist, and one of the leading voices in modern retirement
and midlife. 

Her books How to Have an Epic Retirement (a super bestseller in
Australia for 3 years so far) and Prime Time: 27 Lessons for the New
Midlife set out a clear framework for navigating the stages of
retirement. 

She's the retirement columnist for The Times (UK) and writes the
most-read money column in The Age and Sydney Morning Herald.
Her Prime Time podcast alongside her Epic Retirement Flagship
course has taught thousands of people how to retire well. She
created the Epic Retirement Club, the world’s largest retirement
community, with more than 700,000 members globally; writes a
weekly newsletter for Australia and the UK, with more than 250,000
subscribers and has a social following of 190,000+ people across
Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram. 

In December 2025, Bec launched Epic Retirement in the UK,
adapting her staged retirement framework to the UK pension
system - a sign of how well the model travels across regulatory
environments. Bec's central message: retirement isn't a single
event but a multi-stage transition that lasts decades and needs
planning, health, purpose and curiosity, as well as financial
confidence.

Non-Fiction / Personal Finance /
Self Help & Development 

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Backlist

Edited manuscript due 
Nov 2026

33k copies
sold 

8k copies
sold 

Published by Hachette Australia



 

Have you ever felt like your wallet has a slow leak you
can’t find?

In this sharp, funny and empowering guide, journalist
Chris Kohler takes you through the rigged carnival of
modern life, where the games are broken, the prizes are
fake and somehow you’re paying $28 to park near the
entrance.

From loyalty schemes to late fees, gift cards to sneaky
supermarkets, How They Get You pulls back the curtain on
how the systems work and how to outsmart them. Written
for anyone who has ever looked at their bank account and
thought, I swear I didn’t buy anything, this is the ultimate
handbook to understanding how the game is played –
and how you don’t have to lose every single time.

You’ll laugh, you’ll groan and you’ll probably cancel a few
subscriptions. But most of all, you’ll walk away with the
clarity and confidence to make better choices about how
to spend and save your hard-earned money.

Chris Kohler

Product Details
Nov 2025 | Trade Paperback | 304pp

World Rights

How They Get You

TikTok – @chriskohlernews
Chris Kohler is Finance Editor across the
9News network. You'll see Chris nightly in
all states and territories covering financial
markets, interest rates, property markets
and household finance issues. Before
joining Nine, Chris was a reporter and
presenter for Sky News Business and Your
Money, and has extensive experience as a
property and financial markets journalist
with The Australian, and with The Age and
Sydney Morning Herald newspapers via
Domain. He also has a large following on
social media @chriskohlernews.

Non-Fiction / Finance / Humour

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Rights sold
Vietnamese Translation Rights sold to First News 
Korean Translation Rights sold to Minumsa
World Complex Chinese (ex Mainland China) Rights
sold to Business Weekly Publication (Taiwan)
Hungarian Translation Rights sold to Inda Press
Kiado

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/how-they-get-you-9781761356414


 

The no-shame, no-nonsense guide to budgeting, saving
money and building a life that feels truly rich – without
sacrificing what matters most

When teacher and mum of two Lou Gibson (aka That
Money Mum) realised her family was spending more than
they earned, the numbers stopped her in her tracks. She
set out to reset their finances – and found it transformed
far more than their bank balance.

In a world of mindless tap-and-go payments, endless
subscriptions and Instagram-fuelled comparison, Lou
discovered that while the external pressures were very
real, the change had to start with her. And that shift gave
her something priceless: peace.

Blending powerful personal stories with practical money
strategies, Thrifty Rich shows how small daily choices can
transform your budget – and replace financial stress with
calm.

Lou’s lessons cover:

tackling rising grocery bills,
no-spend challenges,
cutting through consumer pressure,
big life events like weddings and babies,
living within your means, and
habits for building long-term wealth – and much
more.

If you’re feeling the cost-of-living squeeze and exhausted
by the pressure to keep up, Thrifty Rich shows you how to
take control.

Because being ‘thrifty’ isn’t about deprivation. It’s about
becoming rich in the things that money can’t buy.

Lou Gibson

Product Details
Aug 2026 | Trade Paperback | 256pp

World Rights

Thrifty Rich

Comparison Titles

Lou Gibson is an anonymous English
teacher and mum of two living in
Melbourne, Australia (aged 31). 

As the creator behind the online
platform, That Money Mum she has
amassed 270k+ followers across
Instagram and TikTok in 18 months,
beloved for her down-to-earth and
realistic advice about money and
lifestyle. 

Non-Fiction / Personal Finance /
Budgeting / Self help

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/thrifty-rich-9781761621031
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/mindful-money-9780143794325
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/shes-on-the-money-the-award-winning-1-finance-bestseller-9781761044137


 

Game-changing tips,
tricks and short cuts
to help you sort out
your life

Product Details
Dec 2026 | Trade Paperback | 184pp

World Rights

The Little Book of 
Life Hacks

Get your life together with this
genuinely useful collection of
tips, tricks and short cuts for
every occasion.

Non-Fiction / Gift & Novelty /
Household Management / 

Home Hints

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Brimming with handy tips and tricks, The Little Book of Life Hacks is designed to
streamline your life admin and make your days run a little more smoothly.

This curated collection of life hacks is divided into hacks for your home, cleaning, food,
routine, travel and everything in between.

Full of ‘aha' moments for socks and sheets, shopping lists and storage, as well as memory
aids and simple short cuts, this game-changing guide will save you time, energy and
patience.

LIFE HACKS FOR
THE HOME,
COOKING,

CLEANING AND
TRAVEL



 

From the team behind the online sensation Saturday Quiz
Time, this bumper collection is packed with more than
250 games, including quizzes, crosswords, general
knowledge puzzles and word puzzles. 

Anytime Quiz Time covers everything from wildlife to
musical icons, world history and beloved films and TV
shows – with plenty more in between. 

Whether you’re new to quizzing and puzzle solving or a
seasoned veteran, Anytime Quiz Time is designed to be
enjoyed for all skill levels and is perfect for both solo play
and high-spirited group sessions.

William Rainbird and
Andreea Nemes 

Product Details
Jun 2027 | Trade Paperback | 304pp

World Rights

Anytime Quiz Time

Praise from fans of 
Saturday Quiz Time

William Rainbird and Andreea Nemes
started Saturday Quiz Time during the 2020
pandemic. Their online offering brings the
fun of pub trivia and newspaper puzzles to
wherever you are: the couch, the cafe or the
road. William Rainbird is a web developer
based in Melbourne who loves a good quiz. 

During the 2020 pandemic, he launched
Saturday Quiz Time mainly to keep himself
busy. William enjoys creating puzzles just
as much as solving them, and has enjoyed
adding engaging content to Saturday Quiz
Time's weekly offering. When he's not
working on quizzes, you'll most likely find
him at the cinema. Andreea Nemes is a
project manager by day, a reader by night,
and loves hiking and photography in the
in-between times. Born in Romania,
Andreea has lived in the United States, the
United Kingdom and Switzerland before
settling in Melbourne.

Non-Fiction / Games & Hobbies / 
Trivia & General Knowledge

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

Comparison Titles

'I'm just reaching out to thank you for all the hard work you
do every week to create a quiz that's honestly been the
highlight of every week over the last four years (I'm pretty
sure it's been that long?)'

'I love the categories and that the questions are the perfect
balance of challenging but not frustratingly hard - literally
perfect for the first thing on a Saturday.'

' . . . your quiz is honestly the most well crafted I've ever
come across. The categories are so creative, strike the
perfect balance of difficulty and always have something in
there to make even the most self conscious participants
feel included.'

Edited manuscript due Nov 2026

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-big-quiz-book-9780241487372
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/minute-cryptic-9781761355868
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/birdle-9781761350429


 

Do you have what is takes to catch a murderer on the
run?

The local community is left reeling after your colleague
dies under suspicious circumstances at the small-
town newspaper where you work. On your desk, you
find a strange note with a riddle that seems to be from
the killer. . . you are curious, to say the least. Who
wouldn’t be?

Featuring 100 puzzles to solve over ten captivating
cases, A Puzzling Pursuit takes you on an
unforgettable yet treacherous road trip across
Australia. From the Great Ocean Road to the East
Coast’s iconic Big Things and through the Outback,
you must do everything in your power to find this
mysterious villain who always seems to be one step
ahead of you.

Sharpen your pencils and your detective skills to
outwit the killer before they strike again!

'Perfect for everyone who loves murders and mind-
teasers. A sheer delight!' Lyn Yeowart, author of 
The Hollow Girl

'A tantalisingly tangled tale of top-tier twists.' 
Liam Runnalls, co-author of worldwide hit 
Minute Cryptic

Lorena Carrington

Product Details
Aug 2026 | Trade Paperback | 288pp

World Rights

A Puzzling Pursuit

Comparison Titles

Lorena Carrington is an award-
winning illustrator and writer,
dedicated to a long-term career in
Australian books and the arts. She is
best known for her intricate
photographic-montage illustrations,
and her first children’s novel Leaf
Letters incorporated both illustrations
and interactive secret codes and
puzzles. Lorena’s work has been
widely published, both in Australia
and internationally. Her work has
earned her numerous accolades,
including CBCA Notable Book of the
Year awards, a May Gibbs Creative
Time Residential Fellowship, and the
Australian Fairy Tale Society Award.

Non-Fiction / Puzzles / 
Hobbies & Games

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/a-puzzling-pursuit-9781761359316


 

Escape into a cosy world of bookish nooks with this
dreamy colouring book from artist Emily Snowdon.

A sunny kitchen table, your coffee and a new read.
Book club with a side of cocktails. Slowing down and
savouring your favourite novel.

Create delightfully cosy and bookish artworks with
these beautiful illustrations from artist Emily
Snowdon. With every page a blank slate for you to
personalise with your favourite titles, you can colour
and unwind while creating a unique masterpiece.

Perfect for anyone with a TBR pile, this is a colouring
book for every skill level and every type of reader and is
guaranteed to transport you from the daily grind to
your literary happy place.

Emily Snowdon

Product Details
Jan 2026 | Paperback | 96pp

World Rights

Book Corner

Comparison Titles

Emily Snowdon is a Melbourne-based
artist renowned for her vibrant still-
life paintings. Her work captures the
joy of everyday moments, blending
literary charm with natural beauty. 

Beyond her art, Emily shares her
creative journey online with a growing
community of art and book lovers.

Non-Fiction / Adult Colouring / 
Hobbies & Games

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/book-corner-9781761359354
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/cosy-cats-n-dogs-9781761623387
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/cosy-kindness-9781761620997
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/aunty-donnas-cosy-and-cheeky-colouring-fun-9781761358111


B A C K L I S T  
S E L F  H E L P

RIGHTS SOLD 
English Language Rights sold to Ebury (World ex ANZ)
Korean Translation Rights sold to Dasan Books 
Spanish Translation Rights sold to VR Mexico & Recorded Books
Indonesian Translation Rights sold to Pustaka Alvabet
Vietnamese Translation Rights sold to YMATE CULTURAL AND
EDUCATION COMPANY LIMITED

Product Details
Jan 2024 | Trade Paperback | 304pp (World Rights)

F R A N K F U RT  B O O K  FA I R  2 0 2 6

RIGHTS SOLD 
Korean Translation Rights sold to Sinsabooks
Italian Translation Rights sold to Edizioni Erickson

Product Details
Oct 2023 | Trade Paperback | 352pp (World Rights)

RIGHTS SOLD 
Croatian Translation Rights sold to Koncept izdavaštvo j.d.o.o.

Product Details
Sep 2025 | Trade Paperback | 336pp (World Rights)

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/time-wise-9781761343070
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/generation-connected-9781761354632
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-year-i-met-my-brain-9780143779773
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C O - A G E N T S

Brazil & Portugal
Patricia Natalia Seibel
Patricia Seibel
patricia@patriciaseibel.com

Bulgaria, Serbia, Macedonia & Albania
Andrew Nurnberg Associates Sofia Ltd
Mira Droumeva 
mira@anas-bg.com

China
Bardon-Chinese Media Agency
Jessica Lin & Meng-Ying Hsieh
jessica@bardonchinese.com
mengying@bardonchinese.com

Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Croatia & Slovenia
Kirstin Olson Literary Agency 
Kristin Olson
kristin.olson@litag.cz

France
Lora Fountain Literary Agency
Lora Fountain
lora@lorafountain.com

Germany
The Meller Literary Agency 
Niclas Schmoll
n.schmoll@melleragency.com

Greece
Read N Right Agency
Nike Davarinou
nike@readright.gr

Hungary
Katai & Bolza Literary Agents
Ágota Bányai
agota@kataibolza.hu

Indonesia, Vietnam & Thailand 
Maxima Creative Agency
Santo Manurung
santo.manurung@maximacreativeliterary.com

Israel
The Deborah Harris Agency
Efrat Lev
efrat@dhliterary.com

Italy
Clementina Liuzzi Literary Agency
Clementina Liuzzi
Clementina@litag.it

Japan
Japan Uni Agency, Inc
Miko Yamanouchi
miko.yamanouchi@gmail.com

Korea
Alex Lee Agency (Non-Fiction)
Alex Lee 
alex@alexleeagency.com

BC Agency (Fiction)
Yuri Lee 
english@bcagency.kr
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C O - A G E N T S

Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania, Ukraine, Armenia,
Azerbaijan & Georgia
Eastern European and Asian Rights Agency
Kristine Shatrovska & Tatjana Zoldnere
zoldnere@eearagency.com
shatrovska@eearagency.com

Netherlands, Denmark, Norway, Finland &
Sweden
SBK Literary Agency
Jeanine Langenberg
langenberg@sebes.nl

Poland
Andrew Nurnberg Associates Warsaw
Anna Jedrzejczyk
anna.jedrzejczyk@nurnberg.pl

Romania
Simona Kessler International Copyright Agency
Marina Adriana
marina@kessler-agency.ro

Saudi Arabia 
Al Marasi Literary Agency
Mohamed  Ikhlef 
mohamed.elmarasiagency@gmail.com

Spain
RDC Agencia Literaria
Beatriz Coll
beatriz.coll@rdclitera.com

Taiwan
ANA International Limited 
Taiwan Representative Office
Jenny Hu
jenny@nurnberg.com.tw

Türkiye
AnatoliaLit Agency
Ayşenur Tural
aysenur@anatolialit.com
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	The Cairo Bridal Shop
	Tess Woods
	The highly anticipated new novel by the bestselling author of The Venice Hotel.
	Nestled at the bustling foot of the pyramids lies the iconic Albi Bridal Shop, where three sisters are about to break the shackles of tradition to fight for their futures.
	When Mariam Albi was tragically killed, the responsibility of running the business was thrust upon eldest daughter, Sarah. Bound to the dress shop and to the demands of her husband and his spiteful mother, Sarah finds herself trapped with nowhere to turn.
	Political journalist Aya is writing the story of her career while on the cusp of a thrilling new relationship with Australian-raised journalist, Gamal. When Gamal is arrested on suspicion of treason, Aya risks her life to follow her heart.
	University student Lola, the youngest of the Albi girls, is finding her place in the world while masking her true identity. But her secret is exposed, putting her life in grave danger as she faces losing everything and everyone she loves.
	Inspired by the stories of the ancient pharaoh queens before them, the Albi sisters must harness their inner strength to survive – for in Egypt, history runs deep but blood runs deeper.
	Praise for Tess Woods
	‘Illuminating, compelling and affecting. These women stole my heart and kept me guessing until the last page. I loved it.' Sally Hepworth
	'Tess Woods just keeps getting better—sharper, braver, and more deliciously unputdownable with every novel. In her hands, the ties that bind us become a tangle of culture, politics, longing, and the eternal question of where we truly belong.' Melina Marchetta
	‘Tess is an artist, she creates pictures with her words.’ Australian Women’s Weekly
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026


	BACKLIST Tess Woods

	The Venice Hotel
	Set over the twelve days of Christmas at a boutique Venice hotel, this deliciously twisty novel by acclaimed Australian author is ideal for fans of Nine Perfect Strangers and The White Lotus.
	When the lives of four very different women become entangled in a boutique Venice hotel, dark secrets unravel and not everyone who checked into the hotel will check out again.
	Signora Loretta Bianchi, the world famous cook at Venice’s Hotel Il Cuore, is forced to choose between once-in-a-lifetime passion and her devoted husband.
	Sophie, on assignment in Venice as a food writer, finds a lot more than Signora Bianchi’s secret recipes to love, but what is the charming Rocco hiding?
	Law graduate Elena is sinking just like the endangered city she’s returned home to, and she’ll stop at nothing to be free from her marriage.
	Grandmother Gayle’s dream Venetian holiday turns sinister as she finds herself embroiled in a life or death escape.
	Set against a backdrop of the romance and tragedy of magical Venice, The Venice Hotel explores the powerful bonds that develop between women in times of crisis, and the healing power of female connection.
	Product Details
	Sep 2024 | Trade Paperback | 480pp
	World Rights + Film

	Rights sold
	AWARD-WINNING
	AUSTRALIAN TOP 10 BESTSELLING AUTHOR
	‘I completely fell in love with the women of the Venice Hotel.’ Nicola Moriarty
	‘The perfect combination of juicy drama and heartrending emotion.’ Rachael Johns
	'With its atmospheric setting, The Venice Hotel is a journey of intrigue, romance and, ultimately, hope. Woods delivers a compelling narrative that highlights the strength found in the connections forged between women in times of adversity—for fans of Liane Moriarty and Celeste Ng.’ Bookseller+Publisher
	KEY TITLES


	DRAFT COVER
	Fiction / Psychological Thriller / Crime
	Product Details
	Aug 2027 | Trade Paperback | 400pp
	World Rights
	Edited manuscript due end Sep 2026


	The Wild
	Kyle Perry
	The heart stopping new thriller from the author of The Bluffs and The Deep.
	Sixteen-year-old Buddy Woods has been dragged along on a camping trip in the wilderness of Tasmania’s remote southwest to celebrate his brother’s bachelor party.
	He learns all too late that the party has been planned to collide with the best man’s own outdoor adventure, his addiction rehabilitation group’s graduation hike.
	What begins as a hostile meeting of two diverse groups soon becomes a desperate fight for survival, as past secrets come to life, personal tensions boil over, and an unseen killer turns the mountain into a trap.
	When a cryptic message leads investigative journalist Coco Jones to believe her fiancé Heath’s life is in danger, she races to the tiny alpine town where he was last seen. But as violent storms seal off the mountains and the locals grow increasingly evasive, Coco begins to suspect the wilderness isn’t the only thing hiding the truth, and the legends of the mountain cult may be just a real as the Woods boys always claimed.
	As the weather closes in and the body count rises, a desperate search to find the missing hikers uncovers a shocking history the mountain has buried for generations. For Buddy and the survivors of the fractured group, uncovering those secrets may mean never leaving the wilderness alive.
	Praise for Kyle Perry
	‘[The Deep] is a fast-paced thriller that twists and twists again. Kyle Perry can sure spin a mighty tale.'
	Chris Hammer
	‘This atmospheric, scenery-rich crime tale embodies both the beauty and brutality of nature – especially human nature . . . The Bluffs establishes Perry as a fierce new talent.’ Apple Books
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026



	BACKLIST Kyle Perry
	RIGHTS
	SOLD
	Czech Translation Rights sold to Host
	Estonian Translation Rights sold to Uhinenud
	German Translation Rights sold to Atrium
	Italian Translation Rights sold to Fanucci
	Romanian Translation Rights sold to Editura Leada Neagra
	Dutch Translation Rights sold to HarperCollins Holland
	Film Rights sold to First Option Pictures (Australia)

	RIGHTS
	SOLD
	Estonian Translation Rights sold to Uhinenud
	German Translation Rights sold to Atrium
	Dutch Translation Rights sold to HarperCollins Holland
	Film Rights sold to Shape Shifter Pictures (USA)
	Fiction / Contemporary / Mystery and Detective / Romance
	Product Details
	Jan 2027 | Trade Paperback | 336pp
	World Rights
	Final draft due end Sep 2026



	The Number One Insta Detectives Agency
	Rachael Johns and Mercedes Mercier
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Fiction / Contemporary /
	Friend-Com / LGBTQI+
	Product Details
	Aug 2026 | Trade Paperback | 352pp
	World Rights
	Originally from Australia, Tobias now lives in New York City with his husband and their Cavoodle. Tobias spent most of his life on stage, touring Australia and New Zealand with musicals such as Mary Poppins, CATS, and Guys and Dolls. These days, he works full-time in publishing, tends to his daily dog-dad duties, and runs laps around Central Park. In his spare time, he can often be found writing on the Metro North train to Beacon.




	Quite the Pair
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Tobias Madden
	The debut adult novel from the award-winning author of Anything But Fine. A laugh-out-loud tale of friendship and finding yourself, set against the lively backdrop of New York City - perfect for fans of Dolly Alderton, Madeleine Gray and New Girl.
	Two best friends. One apartment. Zero chance of this going to plan.
	Austin and Sydney have been best friends since he moved into her shoebox apartment in New York City over a decade ago. Now in their early thirties and living with their long-term partners, their lives are finally on track: Austin is performing on Broadway and Sydney is the VP comma Marketing at a lucrative tech startup. Everything is perfect. They’re so happy. (Right?)
	But when both of their relationships implode on the same night, Austin and Sydney realise that things weren’t quite as perfect as they seemed, and that their only option is to move back in together.
	The pair make a pact to use their new twelve-month lease to break the cycle of their toxic habits. For Austin, this means not falling in love with every man who so much as looks at him; for Sydney, it means prioritising herself, for possibly the first time in history.
	It’s not long, though, before Austin’s resolve starts to crack - a gorgeous children’s book editor has absolutely nothing to do with that - and Sydney slips back into old patterns, letting the shadow of Austin’s presence eclipse her own needs.
	The question is: can people truly change? Or are these self-proclaimed soulmates doomed to repeat the same mistakes over and over . . . and risk losing each other in the process?
	Praise for Quite the Pair
	‘Quite the Pair sparkles like the New York City skyline it’s set against. A giant-hearted story of two best friends, one shoebox apartment, and the chaotic beauty of figuring it out together. It’s a gorgeously written, achingly tender (and hilarious!) ode to chosen family and choosing yourself. I loved every word.’ Jennifer Niven, #1 NY TIMES bestselling author
	‘From the first page, I was invested in Austin and Sydney and their charmingly messy and frequently funny New York lives. This is a total delight of a book about friendship and finding yourself.’ Nina Kenwood, author of The Wedding Forecast
	Fiction / Contemporary / Literary Fiction / Speculative Fiction



	Touch Grass
	Mary Colussi
	Charlie deletes other people’s worst moments for a living; ironic, considering she’s been trying to forget her own for years.
	When her consciousness starts spontaneously ejecting from her body, Charlie becomes the first known case of a bizarre new phenomenon – and the unwilling centre of a global crisis.
	And an immortal sheep might be the key to everything.
	As disembodiment spreads, corporations celebrate it, governments fear it, and Charlie can’t decide whether she’s losing herself or finally escaping. But the memories she worked so hard to delete won’t stay gone, and the only way to survive a world splitting at the seams may be to reclaim the self she tried to erase.
	Astute and inventive, Touch Grass explores identity, consent and the hilariously messy business of being a friend, sister and person - especially when someone keeps editing the footnotes.
	Product Details
	Jun 2026 | Trade Paperback | 336pp
	World Rights + Film
	Praise for Touch Grass
	Winner of the
	2025  Penguin Literary Prize
	‘Charmingly wry and original.’ Georgia Harper
	‘Sharp and inventive.’ Books+Publishing

	Comparison Titles
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Fiction / Contemporary / Satire / Political Thriller
	Product Details
	Mar 2027 | Trade Paperback | 272pp
	World Rights + Film




	The Breakdown Clause
	Emily Broadmore
	If you’re stupid enough to trust anyone in Parliament with a secret, you deserve the inevitable moment they use it against you . . .
	Cleo Turner spent her twenties as a political advisor. She was ambitious, smart and youthfully naive to the reality of political friendships.
	Then she ended up married to a government minister. Now, she’s a political widow, living in a remote electorate with just her baby for company.
	When a former colleague visits for the weekend, Cleo enlists him to orchestrate her husband’s demotion, hoping to return to a glamourous life in the city.
	But secrets go both ways, and Cleo’s perception of the power she holds over others is about to crumble.
	Edited manuscript due end Sep 2026
	Comparison Titles
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Fiction / Romance / Contemporary / Medical
	Product Details
	Sep 2026 | Trade Paperback | 368pp
	World Translation Rights




	The Featherwood Beekeeper
	Fiona McArthur
	Hives are failing up and down the coast – but not in Featherwood.
	Government scientist Natasha Yarrington is sent to find out why, and the trail leads her to an off-grid beekeeper whose colonies are not just surviving but thriving. Isaac Stevens came to Featherwood to disappear, but a man who holds the secret to healthy bees is difficult to walk away from. For Natasha, he turns out to be the most compelling mystery in Featherwood.
	Natasha is swept into the warm heart of the town alongside eighteen-year-old Birdie Vaughn, who has followed a postmark all the way from Sydney in search of her long-lost brother, and the irrepressible Molly Rogan – newly married and navigating a late-in-life pregnancy – who has a gift for drawing strays into her orbit and holding a town together. As Natasha's relationships with the people of Featherwood grow, she starts to wonder if she's stumbled onto something far more important than a scientific answer.
	Set against the backdrop of a rural town and a community still finding its feet after the last two years of flood and fire, The Featherwood Beekeeper is a story about second chances at love, found family and the courage it takes to let people in.
	With her trademark warmth, humour and deep love of the Australian landscape, Fiona McArthur reminds us that family can be built as much as born, and that the most important discoveries aren't always the ones you were looking for.
	Backlist
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Fiction / Crime and Mystery / Thriller and Suspense
	Product Details
	Jul 2026 | Trade Paperback | 368pp
	World Rights + Film




	Cold River
	Margaret Hickey
	Deep in the mountains, secrets grow deadly . . .
	Senior Constable Sally White knows how easily hikers can go missing in Victoria’s High Country. But there’s something about the disappearance of Louis Taylor, a young man lost up Mount Viking, that’s not sitting right with her.
	Louis was an aspiring journalist, researching the illegal tobacco trade – also known as chop chop – that was once so prevalent in the area. And the last person he interviewed before his hike has just met a gruesome end  . . .
	But with no other leads, and with the search winding down, Sally is forced to accept the young man died in a tragic accident.
	Until she learns of another missing persons case that bears striking similarities. Astrid Marlowe, a young lawyer, vanished in the same mountains two years earlier.
	Were Louis and Astrid simply unlucky hikers lost in the treacherous terrain? Or did they both stumble into something – or someone – they shouldn’t have?
	This is the sensational new novel from the author of the bestselling thriller, The Creeper, winner of the Ned Kelly Award for Best Crime Fiction 2025.
	Praise for Margaret Hickey
	On The Creeper: ‘Eerie, vivid and tense. A powerhouse of a novel - I loved it.’ Shelley Burr
	On Broken Bay: ‘Margaret Hickey blazed on to the Australian crime writing scene with Cutters End . . . [She] excels at using the setting to add tension and, here, it is the South Australian coast and limestone caves . . . A fresh setting for a crime novel, and the underwater scenes are suffocatingly horrifying.’ Weekend Australian
	On Cutters End: ‘A tightly woven and utterly unpredictable plot that will keep you guessing and gasping until the explosive truth leaves you shocked. A stunning debut.' Lyn Yeowart, author of The Silent Listener
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026



	BACKLIST Margaret Hickey
	90k+
	COPIES
	SOLD
	IN ANZ
	AWARD-
	WINNING
	BESTSELLING AUTHOR
	COVER
	TO BE REVEALED
	Fiction / Crime & Mystery / Historical
	Product Details
	Aug 2027 | Trade Paperback | 352pp
	World Rights



	The Fatal Feud:
	The Tea Ladies #5
	Amanda Hampson
	The fabulous team are back in Book 5 of the award-winning Tea Ladies series!
	Unedited manuscript due end Sep 2026
	Comparison Titles
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026



	The Tea Ladies SERIES
	80K+
	COPIES
	SOLD IN ANZ
	Rights sold
	Awards (The Tea Ladies)


	Praise for Amanda Hampson
	'The Tea Ladies is a total joy! With her ear for dialogue and eye for authentic detail, Amanda Hampson has created a refreshing take on a murder mystery that is both wickedly funny and highly entertaining. Hazel, Betty, Irene and Merl leapt straight off the page and into my heart. I can still hear them laughing, gossiping and plotting, long after I finished this delightful book.' Joanna Nell, bestselling author
	Fiction / Mystery & Detective / Contemporary
	Product Details
	Jul 2026 | Trade Paperback | 288pp
	World Rights + Film


	The Bookshop Detectives 3:
	Murder and Mojitos
	Gareth Ward & Louise Ward
	Art Deco glamour, a Cuban crime queen and a grammar-obsessed killer collide in the #1 best-selling Bookshop Detectives’ high-stakes final instalment.
	The Bookshop Detectives are on the case!
	Booksellers Garth and Eloise Sherlock (and their cowardly dog, Stevie) have been roped into hosting Murder and Mojitos, a glamorous Art Deco festival event starring Cuba’s queen of crime fiction. Between flapper frocks, rooftop hijinks and competitive cocktail shaking, it should be the bookshop’s biggest break yet.
	But when mysterious parcels arrive at the shop and a body turns up on a quiet local beach, every clue points back to Arthur Pinter – the literary-obsessed serial killer from the Sherlocks’ past.
	With the mojitos flowing and half of the town in costume, Garth and Eloise must untangle a web of old betrayals, new alliances and international intrigue before the festival’s finale turns into a bloodbath. Can they protect their staff, their small town and their beloved bookshop - or will this be their final chapter?
	Rights sold
	Film Rights for The Bookshop Detectives 1 sold to South Pacific Films
	Backlist
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Fiction / Legal Thriller /
	Crime and Mystery / Historical
	Product Details
	May 2027 | Trade Paperback | 352pp
	World Rights
	Edited manuscript due end Sep 2026




	The Deadly Circle
	Geoff Parkes
	The Deadly Circle is a gripping rural crime novel, alternating modern and historical storylines, set in the rugged landscape of New Zealand’s King Country.
	The past never stays buried . . .
	Lawyer Ryan Bradley has never defended a murder trial before. Now he's facing the toughest challenge of his career.
	Environmental activist Arlo Addison is accused of killing forestry executive Richard Maguire, whose body is found hanging at the entrance to an abandoned bush tunnel. As the trial begins, Ryan knows he'll have to keep his unconventional client in check, while outsmarting veteran prosecutor, Ivan Manly.
	Seventy years earlier, returned soldier Arthur Maguire is carving a new life from the King Country bush. He joins workers clearing the native trees to create farmland, determined to be granted a plot of his own. But a devastating betrayal shatters that dream.
	From felling forests to build farms . . . to buying farms to plant forests, the battle for the King Country has come full circle.
	Some injustices lie buried for generations - but the bush never forgets . . .
	Backlist
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Fiction / Sports Romance / Comtemporary / LGBTQI+
	Product Details
	Jan 2027 | Paperback | 368pp
	World Rights + Film




	Home Ground
	Darcy Green
	Love is closer than you think in this forced-proximity football rom-com for fans of Heated Rivalry, Casey McQuiston and Cat Sebastian.
	Aleksandar Yelich was ready to hang up his boots.
	Now his marriage has disintegrated, he’s doubting his abilities as a captain, and the premiership he’s spent his career chasing seems permanently out of reach.
	Ryker Elliot settled down with the love of his life.
	Or so he thought. A bad break-up puts him on the road to Melbourne and a job with the Brunswick Falcons. He doesn’t know anything about AFL, but a fresh start sounds perfect.
	Aleks needs to stay focused. Ryker has to keep it professional.
	When Aleks offers Ryker his spare room, neither of them anticipates friendship, let alone a very inconvenient attraction. Still, nothing can come of it. Aleks has a flag to win, and Ryker isn’t looking for love . . . right?

	First pages available
	Rights sold
	Film Rights for After the Siren sold to Mad Ones Films (Australia)

	Praise for After the Siren
	‘A fun, queer rom-com that is impossible to put down.’ Lauren Jackson
	‘Pure queer joy. Jake and Theo’s chemistry off off-the-charts hot.’ Abra Pressler
	‘Playful, joyful and HOT.’
	Clare Fletcher
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Fiction / Rom-com / LGBTQI+ / First Nations
	Product Details
	Jun 2027 | Trade Paperback | 336pp
	World Rights + Film
	Edited manuscript available




	Checked Out
	Skye Cusack
	A laugh-out-loud funny queer First Nations rom-com about relationships with hot co-workers, Country, and your own brain.
	Ren hasn’t seen her twin in ten years. So why is her sister suddenly blowing up her phone? Turns out she’s just won twenty million dollars, bought a rundown hotel and wants Ren to move north to run it. It’s their childhood dream, remember?
	Ren moves from her city apartment to be close to her family on Dulgubarra Yidinji Country, determined to make the new hotel a success, despite her tangled nerves, OCD and the small matter of not knowing the first thing about hospitality. Or, for that matter, about her Country.
	Soon she’s sharing front desk shifts with her maddeningly calm co-manager, Saint. Saint is able to charm every guest and go on a new date every night, while Ren’s chaotic management style is leaving everyone confused. But maybe opposites do attract: while Ren and Saint have been checking guests in, they’ve also been checking each other out.
	When it comes to family, healing and maybe even love, Ren can’t keep hiding behind the Do Not Disturb sign forever.
	Comparison Titles
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	STRATTON
	UNIVERSITY
	BOOK 3
	Fiction / Contemporary /
	College Sports Romance /
	Steamy Romance
	Product Details




	Know the Score
	Lauren Jackson
	Stratton University series
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Fiction / Fantasy / LGBTQI+
	Product Details
	Mar 2027 | Trade Paperback | 416pp
	World Rights
	Unedited manuscript due end Sep 2026



	The Windstorm War: Broken Cycle #2
	Bronte-Marie Wesson
	An epic political fantasy, Book 2 in the series SenLinYu called ‘addictively intricate.’
	An ancient power awakens.
	Rianthran has become the new ruler of Loghar – but his ascension has changed him forever. Now he carries the memories of every ruler who came before him, and as old magic returns to the world, a fragile peace begins to fall apart.
	A prophecy no one can escape.
	Luminara has spent her life running from destiny. But when a mysterious hero leads her into the heart of the Fair Folk’s enchanted forest, she discovers the truth behind a prophecy that has shaped kingdoms for centuries.
	As war draws closer, Luminara and Rianthran are pulled onto opposite paths. One is searching for a way to break the cycle of history. The other is preparing to fight for everything his people have lost.
	One chance to change the future.
	Ancient enemies are stirring. Forgotten magic is returning. And the choices made by a handful of unlikely heroes could decide the fate of two nations.
	Can they break the cycle before history repeats itself once again?
	Praise for The Ascension of Souls
	(Book 1 of the Broken Cycle)
	'Bronte-Marie Wesson weaves identity, magic, and politics together into a beautiful tapestry of story. The Ascension of Souls is an exploration of destiny and reincarnation, which formed an addictively intricate and immersive web of colliding characters and motives. I loved it.' - SenLinYu, author of Alchemised
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Fiction / Literary / Speculative
	Product Details
	Jun 2027 | Trade Paperback | 320pp
	World Rights
	Sample chapters on request




	Redemption Songs
	Clare G. Coleman
	Redemption Songs fuses Indigenous realism, speculative fiction, and thriller with fierce originality and an electrifying impact.
	Bird doesn’t want to do what the voices in her head tell her to do. A part of her believes the voices are just in her head but she is also tempted to think they are the voices of the ancestors.
	The voices lead her on a wild chase across the continent to sacred sites. There she ritually spills her own blood onto the land, whether she wants to or not. She is estranged from everyone who matters to her, particularly the love of her life, Cat, who is convinced Bird is completely insane and dangerous.

	Meanwhile, serial-killer Hand is killing his way towards Bird. He is following mysterious directives even he can’t understand that seem to be delivered to his brain directly without words.
	A cult is following Hand, believing him to be the “Hand of God” - a messiah - and his actions are seen as a message from god.
	The world is falling apart. Runaway climate change and sociopolitical upheaval has made the earth unliveable. The cities are slums filled with people barely clinging to life who nevertheless have time for political fighting. Bird, Cat and Hand move across an apocalyptic landscape. Humanity is shrivelling.
	In the end it is the dreaming ancestors who are needed to make the changes needed, so that people can live in harmony with nature.
	Can Bird save the world and is it worth saving?
	Praise for Claire G. Coleman
	'An urgent examination of oneself and one’s country. Written with a booming cadence that demands to be read aloud, again and again.' Tara June Winch
	'Coleman, like so many of our Indigenous writers, demonstrates how acutely our history - most specifically, dispossession and colonisation - is with us in our present day and is not beyond becoming our future.' The Guardian
	‘Coleman is unflinching.’ Sydney Review of Books
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026



	DRAFT COVER
	Fiction / Literary / Historical
	Product Details
	Feb 2027 | Trade Paperback | 272pp
	World Rights + Film
	Second pages available
	Dedication
	Laurence Fearnley
	‘A wonderful read! A finely observed study of women remaining faithful to their own ways of seeing.’
	Catherine Chidgey.
	Dedication by Laurence  Fearnley is a major new novel from one of New Zealand’s literary greats.
	In 1990s Christchurch, struggling artist Caro is drawn into a film project about a 19th-century counterpart, the painter Margaret Stodart.
	As Caro recreates Margaret’s delicate watercolours for the screen, Dedication moves between the experiences of these two artists, living a century apart. Both are trying to make their mark while negotiating family, money, artistic legitimacy; both must decide what they are prepared to sacrifice for their work.
	This is Laurence Fearnley at her rich, sensory best. It is an accessible literary novel with commercial crossover appeal - the themes of art and trying to live a creative life are presented beautifully and accessibly. This would work for book clubs, and is perfect for fans of Emily Perkins, Ingrid Horrocks and Ann Patchett.
	Backlist
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Fiction / Literary / Contemporary
	Product Details
	Mar 2027 | Trade Paperback | 320pp
	World Rights
	First pages due late Sep / Oct 2026




	Driftwood
	Brooke Maddison
	On an island built on secrets, nothing stays buried forever.
	Alice Moore has built a life at the edge of an island: a weather-beaten shack, a few shifts at the local pub, and her son, Joe. There are places she doesn’t go, memories she doesn’t touch, and questions about herself she refuses to ask.
	Then Frank arrives.
	Restless, magnetic and seemingly free, Frank is everything Alice is not. When a cyclone cuts the island off from the mainland, the two women are drawn together. But Frank has come to the island searching for something and the closer she gets to Alice, the more dangerous the truth becomes.
	Because Frank remembers what Alice has forgotten.
	As fragments of childhood begin to surface, Alice is forced to confront the secrets buried beneath her family’s silence and the island’s familiar landscape. When Joe disappears into the bush, past and present collide, threatening the one relationship Alice cannot bear to lose.
	Driftwood is about memory, motherhood and desire; about the stories families bury in order to survive; and about what happens when those stories refuse to stay hidden.
	Tender, unsettling and deeply atmospheric, Driftwood asks how we live with what has been done to us—and whether telling the truth can finally set us adrift from the past.
	Brooke Maddison is a striking new voice in Australian literary fiction. For readers of Favel Parrett, Sofie Laguna and Charlotte Wood, Driftwood combines emotional intimacy with a visceral sense of place, bringing the wild Australian coast vividly to life.
	WINNER
	OF THE 2026
	PENGUIN
	LITERARY
	PRIZE
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026



	Aug 2025 | Paperback | 336pp (World Rights)
	Product Details
	RIGHTS SOLD
	Non-Fiction Key Titles
	Non-Fiction / Psychology /
	Self Development
	Product Details
	Nov 2026 | Trade Paperback | 272pp
	World Rights
	Edited manuscript due end Sep 2026

	Circadian
	Professor Ian Hickie
	Understand your personal circadian rhythms to unlock the secrets to optimal health and wellbeing.
	If you feel tired, foggy, wired at night or flat during the day, the problem might not be willpower or sleep alone. It might be your body clock.
	In Circadian, Professor Ian Hickie reveals the hidden 24-hour system that governs your mood, metabolism, immunity and mental sharpness. Drawing on three decades of clinical research as a global leader in circadian science, he shows how modern life – artificial light, erratic eating, shift work, chronic stress – pushes our internal clocks out of sync, leaving many of us feeling permanently jet-lagged.
	Discover the four powerful circadian levers you can control, including: light exposure, sleep timing, eating patterns  and exercise timing
	Morning light sets your master clock. Well-timed sleep restores brain and body. Eating in alignment with your metabolic rhythm helps protect against weight gain and diabetes. Exercise, especially in the morning and late afternoon, strengthens and stabilises the entire system.
	This is not a sleep book. It is a blueprint for whole-body health. From depression and burnout to heart disease and cognitive decline, Hickie explains why timing underpins nearly every system in your body – and how small, consistent changes can transform the way you feel.
	When your clock works, you work. Circadian shows you how to get back in sync - and stay there.
	Rights sold for A User’s Guide to the Mind
	Simplified Chinese Character Rights in Mainland China sold to Publishing House of Electronics Industry
	Bulgarian Translation Rights sold to Iztok-Zapad  Publishing House

	Backlist
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Psychology /
	Self-Development




	Overstimulated
	Dr Anastasia Hronis
	In today’s hyper-connected world, our nervous systems are bombarded by constant sensory and mental overload, leaving us restless, distracted, and disconnected from both ourselves and others.
	Drawing on cutting-edge neuroscience, Overstimulated reveals how constant stimulation doesn’t just fray our nerves - it hijacks our attention, erodes creativity, and even robs us of the quiet moments essential for self-reflection and insight. With practical strategies, this book is your roadmap to reclaiming calm and rebuilding authentic bonds - with both others, and yourself.
	Discover why boredom isn’t something to fear, but a vital ingredient for brain health, creativity, and emotional resilience. Learn how embracing stillness can unlock your mind’s natural problem-solving abilities, foster deeper relationships, and help you reclaim your sense of self in an age of endless distraction.
	With science-backed tools and real-world guidance, Overstimulated empowers you to quiet the noise, restore balance, and thrive in a world that never stops.
	Product Details
	Feb 2027 | Trade Paperback | 304pp
	World Rights
	Rights sold for
	The Dopamine Brain
	Edited manuscript due Sep 2026
	English Language Rights sold to PRH UK (Ebury)
	Simplified Chinese Character Rights in Mainland China sold to China Machine Press
	Romanian Translation Rights sold to  BookZone
	Portuguese Translation Rights in Brazil sold to Globo
	Spanish Translation Rights sold to Planeta
	World Complex Chinese Character (excluding Mainland China) Rights sold to Linking Publishing Company (Taiwan)
	Polish Translation Rights sold to Bellona
	Turkish Translation Rights sold to Pegasus

	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Management / Leadership & Motivation
	Product Details
	Apr 2027 | Trade Paperback | 336pp
	World Rights + Film
	Sample chapters available on request
	Edited manuscript due Nov 2026




	Leadership Lessons
	Phoebe Saintilan-Stocks
	Leadership insights across technology, business, entertainment, sport and culture.
	Power rarely sits with one person alone. Behind every iconic CEO, cultural figure or global influencer is a small, trusted circle shaping decisions, managing crises and steering influence behind the scenes. This book lifts the curtain on those figures: the fixers, advisors and powerbrokers who operate closest to power, yet remain largely unseen.
	Drawn from interviews, The Inner Circle explores what it really means to be the chief confidante and problem-solver to people whose influence rivals that of elected leaders. From private jets and penthouses to frantic midnight calls, boardroom standoffs and backstage chaos, readers are taken deep inside the lived reality of life behind The Person.
	Structured across three sections - Inside the Boardroom, The Keepers of Culture and Guardians of Legacy, and Lessons from the Inside - The Inner Circle redefines leadership by shifting the focus from those in the spotlight to the quiet, strategic forces around them. Revealing that true power is rarely exercised alone and understanding it requires looking just beyond the visible centre.
	INTERVIEWEES include:
	Amy Richards | Gloria Steinem
	James Holt | Prince Harry and Meghan Markle
	Amy Glancey | Mike Cannon-Brookes, founder of Atlassian
	Melissa Winter | Michelle Obama
	Lissie Garvin | Alexis Ohanian, founder of Reddit
	Backlist
	‘This book is a valuable guide to understanding the relationships at the heart of government that largely go unreported and often are ill understood. Phoebe brings to life on these pages the huge role played by my chief of staff, Ben Hubbard, who is an extraordinary leader, and my incredibly talented personal staff team.’ - Julia Gillard, former Prime Minister of Australia
	‘For anyone interested in the dynamics of leadership, The Right Hand is an invaluable read.’ - The Age
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Psychology / Personal Development
	Product Details
	Jul 2026 | Trade Paperback | 304pp
	World Rights + Film



	The Energy Game
	Dr Amantha Imber
	'An actionable, evidence-based guide to moving from burnt out to fired up.' Adam Grant, New York Times bestselling author of Hidden Potential.
	Have you ever fantasised about getting sick? Not seriously, but enough to justify a week in bed with no responsibilities?
	You're not alone. And you're not broken. You're depleted.
	In 2024, organisational psychologist and bestselling author Dr Amantha Imber hit rock bottom. Despite two decades of consulting to clients like Google, Apple and Disney on productivity and wellbeing, no colour-coded calendar system or morning routine could fix what was wrong. She was completely and utterly burnt out. Sound familiar?
	Drawing on cutting-edge science and more than 50 research-backed challenges, The Energy Game gives you a system for rebuilding your vitality without a wellness retreat or life overhaul.
	Discover your Energy Type, then choose your challenges:
	BOOST: Fast power-ups for when you’re running low but still need to show up
	REST: Real recovery that rebuilds you while you’re still living your life
	PROTECT: Smarter boundaries so you stop losing energy before it’s gone.

	Grounded in science, most challenges take just minutes.
	The energy you're after is closer than you think.
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026


	BACKLIST Amantha Imber
	Rights sold for The Energy Game
	Rights sold for The Health Habit
	Rights sold for Time Wise
	SOLD INTO
	NINE
	TERRITORIES
	Non-Fiction / Women’s Health / Mental Health / Medicine
	Product Details
	Sep 2026 | Trade Paperback | 336pp
	World Rights


	Hormone Health is Mental Health
	Dr Fatima Khan
	How perimenopause hijacks your brain — and how to reclaim yourself.
	Hormone Health is Mental Health is a life-changing guide to understanding perimenopause and midlife women’s mental health – and how understanding your hormones is the first step to feeling like yourself again.
	This book is for women in their thirties, forties and fifties who feel like they’re falling apart. Women who feel like their brains and bodies are betraying them, but nobody can tell them why. It’s for women in perimenopause who don’t even realise it – because they were told to look for hot flushes rather than anxiety, brain fog or rage.
	Menopause expert Dr Fatima Khan reveals the explosive truth about perimenopause and the mental health crisis unfolding in women around the world. She exposes the medical blind spots that leave women misdiagnosed with depression and anxiety, unpacks the science of the hormone–brain connection, and delivers the three pillars of treatment and support that actually help.
	Hormone Health is Mental Health covers everything you’ve never been told about your hormones, including:
	Why mental health symptoms arrive years before the first hot flush,
	The hormonal shifts unmasking ADHD and neurodivergence in midlife women,
	The truth about HRT and breast cancer risk,
	The identity reckoning that no prescription can solve for you, and
	Scripts for every conversation – with your doctor, your partner and your workplace.
	This book will help you connect the dots, advocate for yourself and finally understand what’s happening inside your brain. It pulls back the curtain on the perfect storm surrounding perimenopause, and guides women to finally reclaim their bodies, their minds and themselves.

	Praise
	‘A revelation. This book will save your sanity, your health, your relationships and maybe even your life. I cannot recommend it enough.’ Zoë Foster Blake
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Science & Technology / Personal Development
	Product Details
	Aug 2027 | Trade Paperback | 240pp
	World Rights
	Edited manuscript due Jan 2027




	Unlearn:
	How to Trust Your Taste in a Changing World
	Sandra Peter & Kai Riemer
	As the world continues to change, the ideas and trusted approaches you’ve relied on will no longer serve you.
	It’s natural to feel overwhelmed as you try to navigate the present, let alone what’s next. But there’s another way to think about it: this book will show you that way. Making the most of a tech-heavy present and future is a two-step process, and most importantly, it’s a process anyone can follow because it’s rooted in being human.
	First, you need to unlearn the things you thought to be true about tech. Once you see how it impacts areas of life like relationships, work, thinking and trends, the world starts to make more sense. And second, you need to use your taste – your personal discernment and judgement – to regain your agency and move through disorientation with confidence.
	Unlearn is your practical guide to taking back control in a time when screens and machines are everywhere. Across 10 chapters, Sandra and Kai will help you unlearn common yet flawed wisdoms by showing you how tech has changed things. Then, they will show you how to develop and use your taste to make better decisions and face change with confidence.
	Comparison Titles
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026


	DRAFT COVER
	Non-Fiction / Psychology /
	Mental Health
	Product Details
	Nov 2027 | Trade Paperback | 224pp
	Translation Rights
	Edited manuscript due mid Sep 2026


	60-Second Therapy:
	Powerful mental resets for when life feels too much
	Millie Hardie
	Like Why Has Nobody Told Me This Before? made even more accessible, this is an emotional first-aid kit for the stress and overwhelm of modern life from viral mental health educator, The Pocket Psychologist.
	Psychologist Millie Hardie hears the same story again and again in her clinic: people are overwhelmed, exhausted, and trying to navigate stress, self-doubt, and burnout with very little sense of how the brain processes thought and emotion in the first place.
	Drawing on Millie’s wildly popular sixty-second psychology videos, this warm, compassionate, and practical book acts as an emotional first-aid kit for modern life. Once we understand how our brains operate, we can work with them rather than against them. Your brain is not broken. It is simply wired for survival, not happiness, and small, realistic shifts in how we regulate and respond can change everything.
	Using everyday objects like teapots, hula hoops, balloons, and buckets, Millie translates evidence-based psychology into simple, visual tools. Grounded in CBT, ACT, DBT, and contemporary trauma-informed practice, and delivered with zero jargon or judgement, 60-Second Therapy is packed with accessible, bite-sized insights designed to make your brain a calmer, kinder place to live.
	Comparison Titles
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Health /
	Nutrition & Dietetics
	Product Details
	Mar 2026 | Trade Paperback | 288pp
	World Rights



	The Fibre Factor
	Dr Joanna McMillan
	The ultimate guide to better gut health, brain function and whole-body wellness through the power of fibre.
	We didn’t mean to lose fibre – but between industrial food processing and convenience culture, it quietly disappeared from our plates . . .  and our bodies have noticed.
	Drawing on the latest science and nearly three decades of experience as a nutrition scientist and TV personality, Dr Joanna McMillan brings fibre back into focus – not as a dull dietary box to tick, but as one of the most deliciously powerful tools for health and longevity.
	You’ll discover:
	how fibre fuels your gut microbiome, and supports digestion, mental health, immunity, inflammation and detox pathways,
	why fibre is vital for heart health, weight balance and blood sugar control,
	your dream team of foods, meal ideas and flavour-packed recipes to make eating fibre easy and inviting
	the tools to design your own fibre-rich way of eating that suits your lifestyle, and
	why fibre diversity – not just quantity – is essential.

	Whether you’re an omnivore, a plant lover or somewhere in between, The Fibre Factor will inspire you to rethink your diet and rediscover the missing nutrient your body – and mind – have been craving.
	Rights sold
	Spanish Translation Rights sold to Editorial Planeta
	German Translation Rights sold to PRH Germany (Sudwest)

	Goodreads reviews
	‘If you are interested in living and eating to live your best life, this book isn't just an informative read about getting a healthy gut, but improving overall well-being.’  Becs’ reads Australia
	‘Informative. Practical. Well-researched. Realistic.’
	EmG ReadsDaily
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Coping with chronic illness / Disability
	Product Details
	Feb 2027 | Trade Paperback | 288pp
	World Rights + Film
	Edited manuscript available,
	Final pages due Nov 2026




	But You Don’t Look Sick
	Brooke Campbell Bayes
	Raw, honest yet ultimately uplifting, But You Don't Look Sick explores Brooke Campbell Bayes’ journey with multiple sclerosis alongside the real stories from well-known Australians, all living with different chronic illnesses.
	In 2022, at the time of Brooke’s Multiple Sclerosis diagnosis, she was looking for a book that explored life with Multiple Sclerosis or chronic illnesses more generally, but she could not find one that really spoke to her. She was not after a medical guide, because she knew that part already.
	Now, Brooke has written that book. It is not just for those living with a chronic illness, but their family, friends and allies.
	Starting with her own account, this honest book also features stories about well-known Australian public figures, who will close the curtains on their often shiny, glamorous persona to reveal their very real and candid account of life with a chronic illness.
	This book doesn't sugar-coat the reality, but it’s far from doom and gloom. Amid the tough moments, there is plenty of humour, lightness and warmth. Chronic illness is heavy, but these human stories are all filled with strength, compassion and even laughter.
	Through all of this, Brooke demonstrates how even in the most challenging circumstances, there are opportunities to find joy, offering positive takeaways for readers facing their own struggles and craving a connection from an ally.
	Comparison Titles
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Biography / Memoir
	Product Details
	Oct 2026 | Trade Paperback | 480pp
	World Rights




	The Lucky Son
	Li Cunxin
	The sequel to Mao's Last Dancer - the highly anticipated follow up to one of the world’s most beloved books.
	Li Cunxin captivated the world with his unforgettable memoir, Mao’s Last Dancer - the extraordinary rags-to-riches story of how a poor peasant boy, the sixth of seven sons, was plucked from his classroom to train at the Beijing Dance Academy – a lucky ticket out of poverty, out of communist China – to become one of the world’s most acclaimed ballet dancers.
	Li was indeed his niang’s lucky son, and in his long-awaited sequel he reveals what happened next in this life that cheated fate, and wrestles with the blessings and responsibility of good fortune.
	As a celebrated artist living in the West, Li is torn between two worlds and haunted by memories of his humble beginnings in rural China and the family he was forced to leave behind, all while building his own family with his former dance partner and beloved wife, Mary.
	Together they choose to make Australia home, and Li reinvents himself in one brilliant career after another, as principal artist for the Australian Ballet, savvy stockbroker, bestselling author, star corporate speaker and legendary artistic director of a new-generation ballet company.
	Along the way, Li shares not just the story of his life in the West, but his hard-won life lessons on love, learning, leadership and legacy, and the power and possibility of dreaming big.
	Remarkable and inspiring, The Lucky Son is a joyous book about life, family, following your heart – and gratitude.
	Backlist
	OVER
	600K
	COPIES
	SOLD IN
	ANZ
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026




	BACKLIST Li Cunxin
	Rights sold for Mao’s Last Dancer
	North America (Penguin USA)
	United Kingdom (PRH UK)
	Brazil (Editora Fundamento)
	Germany (Riva Verlag)
	Spain (Kailas Editorial)
	Poland (Muza)
	France (First éd)
	China (Wenhui Press)
	Türkiye (İnkılap Kitabevi),
	Sweden (Wahlstrom & Widstrand)
	Italy (Cairo Editore),
	Taiwan (China Times Publishing)
	Czech Republic (Euromedia)
	Japan (Tokuma Shoten Publishing Co)
	Korea (Minumsa Publishing Co.)
	Portugal (Leya)
	Slovenia (aMish Publishing)
	India - Kannada Language (Chanda Pustaka)
	Malayam Language (Current Books Thrissur)​

	SOLD INTO
	18

	TERRITORIES
	The #1 Bestselling title in Biographies & Autobiographies category of all time
	in Australia (#2 Bestselling including international titles)​

	Over 600, 000 copies sold
	Over 136, 000 copies sold
	Over 46, 000 copies sold
	Non-Fiction / Biography & Autobiography / Sports
	Product Details
	Nov 2026 | Trade Paperback | 448pp
	World Rights
	Final pages due Oct 2026


	Sabr
	Usman Khawaja
	A memoir of resilience, identity, courage, and one of the most remarkable comebacks in Australian Test cricket history.
	Sabr - the Arabic word for patience - is the philosophy that has carried Usman Khawaja through the turbulent highs and lows of cricket and life.
	Eighty-eight Test matches, and over 6000 runs at elite level - including 16 centuries - have established Usman as an Australian cricketing legend. But the impressive statistics reveal little of the unique character of the nation’s first Muslim Test representative.
	In this autobiography, written with Usman’s distinctive swing and swagger, searing honesty and humour, he tells his remarkable story, from his childhood in Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Australia, to his struggle to find his feet in a local cricket culture that didn’t always welcome those who didn’t fit in.
	Making his Test debut in 2011, the elegant left-hander was dropped from the Australian team on countless occasions. Others might have thrown in the towel. However, Usman found strength not in certainty, but in trusting the journey. And from his return to the Test squad in 2022, he embarked on a stunning run of form that culminated in being crowned Australia’s Test player of the year at the Allan Border Medal ceremony in 2023.
	Success, though, isn’t just about making a comeback – it’s about who you become along the way. ‘Sabr was my secret power, my strength,’ he says, ‘and it remains one of my greatest assets to this day.’
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Memoir & Biography / Cult Survival
	Product Details
	Jul 2026 | Trade Paperback | 336pp
	World Rights



	Can You Handle A Girl Like Me?
	Bek Condello
	She left the cult that raised her. Then she had to learn how to live.
	We all grew up under constant instruction: from the pulpit, from our parents, from each other. The Ten Commandments. Obedience. Submission. Purity. Fear God. Honour your leaders. Hell for the wicked. There was no space for questions because we already had the answers. If something felt unclear, that was our spiritual flaw.
	Pray harder.
	In a sleepy Canberra suburb, Bek Condello was raised in a strict patriarchal Pentecostal movement. The influence of the Geelong Revival Centre extended deeply into the lives of the congregation, promoting discipline and dictating how girls and women behaved, who they socialised with and who they would marry.
	After enduring a tumultuous marriage, Bek Condello made the courageous decision to start her life again. Anyone who leaves the GRC is cut off, from family, identity, history.
	Can You Handle A Girl Like Me? chronicles Bek’s journey of challenges and transformation as she navigates dating and friendships. With little experience, she is rebuffed and exploited.
	Through embracing healing and self-empowerment, Bek is now embarking on a second life of adventure and joy.
	Praise for Bek Condello
	'Condello writes with verve and pin-point clarity about a hidden part of Australian life. What she reveals about the pressures and dangers felt by young women raised in closed off and repressive religious groups is truly frightening. Despite it all, A Girl Like Me, manages to inspire with its unconquerable spirit.’ Richard Baker
	'Can You Handle a Girl Like Me? is a bone-rattling account of one woman’s long road to freedom. The secretive cult she escaped still operates in Australia today, yet her memoir does more than just illuminate its extreme practices alone. Condello has written a treatise on the war for women’s bodies, and the multifaceted harms stitched into the oppression of a soul.’ Cadance Bell, The Australian

	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction /  True Crime / Popular Culture
	Product Details
	Mar 2027 | Trade Paperback | 336pp
	World Rights
	Edited manuscript due Oct 2026



	True Grime
	Jordan Bissell
	True Grime isn't just a true crime book. It also asks why true crime became the biggest entertainment genre on earth.
	You might think it's about murder, cults, serial killers, dark tourism and courtroom dramas. It is. And, it is about us.
	It's about why sensible, compassionate, busy people can't stop pressing play.
	Why women make up the overwhelming majority of true crime audiences.
	Why we binge murder podcasts to relax.
	True Grime is an investigation into why trauma has become entertainment.
	Jordan Bissell has been that crime reporter standing outside murder scenes. She's interviewed victims' families, cult survivors, experts and legends like Hedley Thomas. She's also booked the Jonestown tour, binge-listened to crime podcasts, and understands exactly why the rest of us do, too.
	She's funny, self-deprecating and inappropriate. And then, when you're laughing, she'll sucker punch you with a disarming question.
	True Grime is curious. It's funny. It's deeply researched. And underneath all the wit is the question: How does all this storytelling shape our understanding of violence?
	Part Jon Ronson, part Sarah Krasnostein, by the time you finish True Grime, you won't just be thinking differently about Ted Bundy or Jonestown. You’ll be thinking differently about yourself.
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / History / Narrative Non-Fiction / Humour
	Product Details
	Well known for his acclaimed documentaries, Marc has been nominated 3 times for Europe’s prestigious Rose d’Or. An 8-time medallist at the New York Festivals TV and Radio Awards.




	Stuff the British Stole
	Marc Fennell
	Rights sold
	UK Edition
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Family & Health / Parenting
	Product Details
	Aug 2026 | Trade Paperback | 192pp
	World Rights




	Becoming Dad
	Zachary Perez
	The perfect book for anyone who is about to become a dad: honest, funny and deeply reassuring, Becoming Dad is a companion for the uncertainty, anticipation and unexpected joys of early fatherhood.
	'The "day in the life" you didn’t know you needed, this is a book that takes new dads seriously by not taking itself too seriously.' Dr Zac Seidler, Movember.
	Written in real time during the first chaotic weeks of his son’s life, Zachary Perez captures what becoming a father actually feels like: the love, the panic, the tenderness, the identity shift and the overwhelming sense that no one really prepares you for any of it. From naming debates and nappy disasters to late-night arguments and moments of breathtaking connection, he turns the blur of new parenthood into something moving, relatable and laugh-out-loud funny.
	Told in short, accessible entries, Becoming Dad is the kind of book fathers can turn to before the baby arrives and through the overwhelming early weeks that follow. It’s for dads trying to find their place in the chaos of new parenthood, and will make them feel prepared, seen, comforted and less alone.
	Warm, perceptive and a wonderful gift for any expectant or new father, Becoming Dad is a love letter to early fatherhood and a reminder that becoming a parent happens in the small moments you don’t realise will stay with you forever.
	Comparison Titles
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Parenting /
	Family & Relationships
	Product Details
	Jul 2026 | Trade Paperback | 384pp
	World Rights




	Friendship Smart
	Michelle Mitchell
	The essential friendship companion for parents of tweens and teens.
	For more than three decades, educator and bestselling author Michelle Mitchell has walked alongside young people navigating the complex world of adolescence.
	In that time, one thing has become clear: strong, secure friendships require a sophisticated skill set - one that can't be left to chance. To truly thrive in the modern world, our kids need to be 'friendship smart'.
	In this practical and inspirational guide, Michelle translates wide-reaching research into clear, accessible language. Complete with ready-to-use scripts, tools and visual diagrams, parents can now help tweens and teens:
	recognise quality friendships,
	respond to drama and bullying with greater confidence,
	navigate friendship changes and transitions
	understand how trust, boundaries and repair shape friendships; and
	know their own worth.

	The real gift of this book is not just solving today's friendship challenges, but equipping the next generation with principles they will carry for life.
	Praise
	'The most in-depth look at friendship I have come across.' Steve Biddulph, bestselling author of Raising Boys

	Backlist
	‘A book full of wisdom, compassion and guidance that I believe will help families, schools and communities everywhere take better care of our tweens.’ Maggie Dent, bestselling parenting author and host of the ABC podcast Parental as Anything
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Motherhood / Parenting
	Product Details
	Mar 2027 | Trade Paperback | 272pp
	World Rights + Film
	Edited manuscript due Jan 2027




	Work Like a Mother
	Lauren Treweek &
	Lucinda McKimm
	The practical guide to working like you’re a parent and parenting like you have a job, from the hosts of much-loved career and motherhood podcast, Ready or Not.
	For years, mothers have been handed the same impossible brief: work like you don't have children and parent like you don't have a job. But what if you could reject that – and parent like you have a job and work like you're a parent?
	Drawing on research, hard-won lessons, thousands of conversations, and their own experiences raising five young children between them, Lauren and Lucinda tackle the questions mums ask from the trenches of paid working motherhood – all while wondering why nobody ever told them it would be this hard.
	How does matrescence influence the way you see your work, your career and yourself? How do you ask for flexibility without limiting your career? What happens when ambition changes after children? (And is it actually an ambition change or is it that you’re working in a system that doesn’t work for you?) How do you manage the mental load, set boundaries, get a pay rise and navigate the constant trade-offs that come with raising a family while building a career?
	While challenging expectations and structures that for too long have made the workplace feel impracticable for mums, Work like a Mother isn’t a ten-step plan to ‘having it all’. It’s a realistic guide to help you define success on your own terms by giving you the tools, language, knowledge and confidence to make work, work – whatever that looks for you and your family.
	Comparison Titles
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Fatherhood / Humour
	Product Details
	Jul 2027 | Trade Paperback | 288pp
	World Rights




	The Last Fish Finger:
	Musings on being a perfectly adequate, and sometimes rather excellent, father
	Geoff Hutchison
	From the author of the hilarious yet insightful bestseller How Not to Become a Grumpy Old Bugger comes a heartfelt, witty and honest exploration of the most rewarding and exhausting job a man will ever have: being a dad.
	Drawing on more than three decades as a storyteller, journalist, parent and grandparent, Geoff's warm and laugh-out-loud funny The Last Fish Finger delves into the ups and downs – and everything in between – of fatherhood.
	As he prepares to enter grandparenthood, Hutchison offers a perfectly adequate roadmap for blokes to show up, listen better, care more deeply, and maybe even get the vacuum cleaner out without
	being asked.
	Empathetic and never sanctimonious, it is perfect for partners, sons and indeed any man trying to work out his place in the story of modern family life.
	Unedited manuscript due Sep 2026
	Backlist
	Published by Affirm Press
	11,000+ copies sold
	Geoff Hutchison has enjoyed one of the most diverse careers in Australian media. He has been a talkback current affairs radio host with the ABC – the national broadcaster’s European Correspondent and before that, a senior reporter for The 7.30 Report.

	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Personal Finance / Self Help & Development




	How to Build an Epic Retirement
	Bec Wilson
	Every year, up to 250,000 Australians cross the threshold into retirement. They arrive with questions, hopes and a fierce determination to make this chapter count.
	Many of them are already in Bec's community, and the question they ask is this: where do I actually start? Bec's community already knows they want an epic retirement. What they need now is the plan to get there.
	A clear, structured, energising roadmap that starts at 50 and walks them through every decision that matters in the years ahead.
	How to Build an Epic Retirement Plan builds on the warmth and accessibility that made How to Have an Epic Retirement a #1 bestseller across three years and adds the one pivotal thing that readers have asked for: show me exactly how to build my plan, step by step, starting now.
	Product Details
	Oct 2027 | Trade Paperback | 256pp
	World Rights
	Edited manuscript due
	Nov 2026
	Backlist
	Published by Hachette Australia
	8k copies sold
	33k copies sold
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Finance / Humour




	How They Get You
	Chris Kohler
	Have you ever felt like your wallet has a slow leak you can’t find?
	In this sharp, funny and empowering guide, journalist Chris Kohler takes you through the rigged carnival of modern life, where the games are broken, the prizes are fake and somehow you’re paying $28 to park near the entrance.
	From loyalty schemes to late fees, gift cards to sneaky supermarkets, How They Get You pulls back the curtain on how the systems work and how to outsmart them. Written for anyone who has ever looked at their bank account and thought, I swear I didn’t buy anything, this is the ultimate handbook to understanding how the game is played – and how you don’t have to lose every single time.
	You’ll laugh, you’ll groan and you’ll probably cancel a few subscriptions. But most of all, you’ll walk away with the clarity and confidence to make better choices about how to spend and save your hard-earned money.
	Product Details
	Nov 2025 | Trade Paperback | 304pp
	World Rights
	Chris Kohler is Finance Editor across the 9News network. You'll see Chris nightly in all states and territories covering financial markets, interest rates, property markets and household finance issues. Before joining Nine, Chris was a reporter and presenter for Sky News Business and Your Money, and has extensive experience as a property and financial markets journalist with The Australian, and with The Age and Sydney Morning Herald newspapers via Domain. He also has a large following on social media @chriskohlernews.

	Rights sold
	TikTok – @chriskohlernews
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Personal Finance / Budgeting / Self help
	Product Details
	Aug 2026 | Trade Paperback | 256pp
	World Rights




	Thrifty Rich
	Lou Gibson
	The no-shame, no-nonsense guide to budgeting, saving money and building a life that feels truly rich – without sacrificing what matters most
	When teacher and mum of two Lou Gibson (aka That Money Mum) realised her family was spending more than they earned, the numbers stopped her in her tracks. She set out to reset their finances – and found it transformed far more than their bank balance.
	In a world of mindless tap-and-go payments, endless subscriptions and Instagram-fuelled comparison, Lou discovered that while the external pressures were very real, the change had to start with her. And that shift gave her something priceless: peace.
	Blending powerful personal stories with practical money strategies, Thrifty Rich shows how small daily choices can transform your budget – and replace financial stress with calm.
	Lou’s lessons cover:
	tackling rising grocery bills,
	no-spend challenges,
	cutting through consumer pressure,
	big life events like weddings and babies,
	living within your means, and
	habits for building long-term wealth – and much more.

	If you’re feeling the cost-of-living squeeze and exhausted by the pressure to keep up, Thrifty Rich shows you how to take control.
	Because being ‘thrifty’ isn’t about deprivation. It’s about becoming rich in the things that money can’t buy.
	Comparison Titles
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026



	The Little Book of
	Life Hacks
	Game-changing tips, tricks and short cuts
	to help you sort out your life
	Get your life together with this genuinely useful collection of tips, tricks and short cuts for every occasion.
	LIFE HACKS FOR THE HOME, COOKING, CLEANING AND TRAVEL
	Brimming with handy tips and tricks, The Little Book of Life Hacks is designed to streamline your life admin and make your days run a little more smoothly.
	This curated collection of life hacks is divided into hacks for your home, cleaning, food, routine, travel and everything in between.
	Full of ‘aha' moments for socks and sheets, shopping lists and storage, as well as memory aids and simple short cuts, this game-changing guide will save you time, energy and patience.
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Games & Hobbies /
	Trivia & General Knowledge
	Product Details
	Jun 2027 | Trade Paperback | 304pp
	World Rights
	Edited manuscript due Nov 2026




	Anytime Quiz Time
	William Rainbird and Andreea Nemes
	From the team behind the online sensation Saturday Quiz Time, this bumper collection is packed with more than 250 games, including quizzes, crosswords, general knowledge puzzles and word puzzles.
	Anytime Quiz Time covers everything from wildlife to musical icons, world history and beloved films and TV shows – with plenty more in between.
	Whether you’re new to quizzing and puzzle solving or a seasoned veteran, Anytime Quiz Time is designed to be enjoyed for all skill levels and is perfect for both solo play and high-spirited group sessions.
	Praise from fans of
	Saturday Quiz Time
	'I'm just reaching out to thank you for all the hard work you do every week to create a quiz that's honestly been the highlight of every week over the last four years (I'm pretty sure it's been that long?)'
	'I love the categories and that the questions are the perfect balance of challenging but not frustratingly hard - literally perfect for the first thing on a Saturday.'
	' . . . your quiz is honestly the most well crafted I've ever come across. The categories are so creative, strike the perfect balance of difficulty and always have something in there to make even the most self conscious participants feel included.'


	Comparison Titles
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Puzzles /
	Hobbies & Games
	Product Details
	Aug 2026 | Trade Paperback | 288pp
	World Rights




	A Puzzling Pursuit
	Lorena Carrington
	Do you have what is takes to catch a murderer on the run?
	The local community is left reeling after your colleague dies under suspicious circumstances at the small-town newspaper where you work. On your desk, you find a strange note with a riddle that seems to be from the killer. . . you are curious, to say the least. Who wouldn’t be?
	Featuring 100 puzzles to solve over ten captivating cases, A Puzzling Pursuit takes you on an unforgettable yet treacherous road trip across Australia. From the Great Ocean Road to the East Coast’s iconic Big Things and through the Outback, you must do everything in your power to find this mysterious villain who always seems to be one step ahead of you.
	Sharpen your pencils and your detective skills to outwit the killer before they strike again!
	'Perfect for everyone who loves murders and mind-teasers. A sheer delight!' Lyn Yeowart, author of
	The Hollow Girl
	'A tantalisingly tangled tale of top-tier twists.'
	Liam Runnalls, co-author of worldwide hit
	Minute Cryptic
	Comparison Titles
	FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2026
	Non-Fiction / Adult Colouring /
	Hobbies & Games




	Book Corner
	Emily Snowdon
	Escape into a cosy world of bookish nooks with this dreamy colouring book from artist Emily Snowdon.
	A sunny kitchen table, your coffee and a new read. Book club with a side of cocktails. Slowing down and savouring your favourite novel.
	Create delightfully cosy and bookish artworks with these beautiful illustrations from artist Emily Snowdon. With every page a blank slate for you to personalise with your favourite titles, you can colour and unwind while creating a unique masterpiece.
	Perfect for anyone with a TBR pile, this is a colouring book for every skill level and every type of reader and is guaranteed to transport you from the daily grind to your literary happy place.
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