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Pantera Press — taking on the world...

Pantera Press was established as leading independent book publisher, based 
in Sydney, created to champion writing culture and literacy in Australia with a 
clear community and cultural purpose. Pantera was acquired by Hardie Grant, a 
leading independent Australian publisher, in 2024.

Iin 2023 Pantera was named a Heatseeker by Neilsen Bookscan, an award that 
recognises the leading independent publishers showing both short-term and 
long-term growth. Pantera is the only publisher to be named a Heatseeker for 
7 consecutive years. We were also shortlisted 7 times for the Australian Book 
Industry Small Publisher of the Year award. 

As an imprint of Hardie Grant Publishing, we continue to publish 12-18 books a 
year that fit with our mission to spark imagination, conversation and change. This 
includes non-fiction books that matter, fiction across the range from commercial 
to literary, and select children’s titles.
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Upcoming Adult Fiction



Pub Date: March 2025
ISBN: 9780648619093
Category: Crossover Fiction
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 330pp
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold: Audio -UK British Commonwealth ex ANZ and 
Canada (Bolinda)

Bronwyn has been doing two things since childhood: writing 
and fighting. As a fantasy author, she looks for opportunities 
to incorporate her martial arts experience into her stories. 
Before being published, Bronwyn was in the military, studied 
Linguistics at university, worked in the book and travel 
industries, and continues to travel excessively. 

Originally from Sydney, Bronwyn now lives in Edinburgh and 
confirms she does like haggis.

About the Author

WELCOME TO THE TRIAL OF POWER

The day Zinha is inducted into the Baleful, an assassin 
guild spoken of only in whispers, she is chosen for a 
dangerous assignment.

The King wishes to invade the neighbouring country of 
Maetora, but he must first neutralise their ruler – and her 
dangerous magic. Zinha infiltrates The Trial of Power, a 
competition during which the Maetoran Heir chooses his 
consort. As a contestant, Zinha must seduce the Heir, 
uncover his mother’s secrets and topple their kingdom 
from within. But Heir Reyher is not what she expected,
and neither are the Maetorans. Especially Mateo, a fellow
contestant with his own secrets and plans for the future.

As Zinha gains more distance from the darkness of her 
previous life, doubts begin to surface about everything 
she’s been told. When rumours of a rival assassin 
threaten her success – and the lives of the people she 
has come to love – Zinha is forced to choose between 
the powerful bonds of her past and the fragile hope of an 
unexpected future. Because time is running out, and the
Baleful live by only one rule: Succeed or Die.

SKYSONG | CA Wright
Upcoming Fantasy Fiction

SKYSONG | CA Wright
Upcoming Fantasy Fiction

SKYSONG | CA Wright
Upcoming Fantasy Fiction

THE RULE | Bronwyn Eley
Upcoming Romantasy

‘Warning! This book contains intrigue, action, danger, 
assassins, romance and political machinations. Side 

effects include a lack of sleep and avoiding social 
situations to read.’ 

Maria V Snyder, NY Times bestselling author
‘With atmospheric world-building, compelling characters, 
and a romance that kept me guessing, Eley has created 

my next new fantasy obsession.’
Jo Riccioni, author of The Branded Season duology

‘Fierce, passionate and utterly caprivating, Bronwyn Eley 
creates characters I’d willingly follow into the parched 

dunes of the Maetorian desert, and anywhere else in The 
Rule’s immersive fantasy world. A must-read for fans of 

The Final Strife and Poison Study.’ 

Elle Machray, author of Remember, Remember

THE TRIAL OF POWER duology will 
conclude with THE OATH in early 2026.



Pub Date: March 2025
ISBN: 9780648619093
Category: Crossover Fiction
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 330pp
Rights Held: World

Natasha, an Indian-Australian woman, was born in India, 
migrating to Australia with her parents at the age of ten. She 
lived in the UK for several years as an adult, and the influence 
of three homes features in her writing.

Her work has appeared in Australia’s first #MeToo anthology, 
Enough, about gender violence, Overland, Verity La, StylusLit, 
and New-York based Adelaide magazine. Her first novel, An 
Onslaught of Light, was longlisted for the 2017 Richell Prize, 
the 2018 KYD Unpublished Manuscript award, and was highly 

commended for the Ultimo Press/Westwords 2020 Prize.

About the Author
In 1990, Vijay and Indu leave India for Australia, seeking 
a better life for their family. But the move isn’t easy on 
anyone. Not gentle Indu who becomes disconnected 
from her family and her life; nor the ambitious Vijay, 
who finds himself unmoored in a culture he doesn’t 
understand. At the centre is Archana, their quiet 
daughter, for whom a growing understanding of her own 
queerness grates against the realities of her life. 

Years later, Arch lives her ideal solitary, isolated life. 
When her brother calls to say that Vijay is unwell and 
needs her help, Arch has no choice but to re-enter the 
world. Using her pain as a shield from connection, Arch 
goes about her family duty. But a chance meeting leads 
to the potential of a new start – if only she is willing to 
take a risk and let in some light. 

SKYSONG | CA Wright
Upcoming Fantasy Fiction

SKYSONG | CA Wright
Upcoming Fantasy Fiction

SKYSONG | CA Wright
Upcoming Fantasy Fiction

AN ONSLAUGHT OF LIGHT | Natasha Rai
Upcoming Crossover Fiction

An Onslaught of Light is a mesmerising, insightful, heartfelt 
novel about grief, belonging and the sometimes unbearable 
weight of expectations. The writing is so assured, the 
characters so real and the emotional tension so expertly 
sustained that it’s hard to believe this is Natasha Rai’s 
debut novel. I read it fast, in huge, hungry gulps and 
finished it knowing that Arch, Indu, Vijay and Sunny will be 

with me for a very long time. Exquisite. 

Emily Maguire

‘Haunting and heartbreaking, Rai’s debut novel deftly 
weaves a tale of guilt and atonement. The ghost of grief 
lingers through every page, and the trauma of the past is 
ever present. And yet, An Onslaught of Light is just that 
– a powerful journey from alienation to connection, from 

loneliness to love, from darkness to light.’

Shankari Chandran, Miles Franklin winner



Pub Date: August 2025
ISBN: 9780648619079
Category: Commercial Romantic Fiction
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 320pp
Rights Held: World

Patrick Lenton is a journalist and writer living in Melbourne. He 
is the author of three books, including the recent Sexy Tales 
of Paleontology. He is a regular arts and culture commentator 
in the media, having appeared on The Project, ABC’s The 
Mix, ABC Breakfast and more. He is an anchor guest on ABC 
Sydney’s Culture Chatter and ABC Melbourne, as well as 
regular slots on ABC RN, Statewide Drive, ABC Tropical North 
and more. His independent publication, Nonsense, covers 
comedy and queer news and culture.

About the Author

Don’t get mad. Get hot – and get even.

When Jeremy is invited to the 10-year reunion of his 
prestigious writing program, his life is a horrible mess. 
He’s a pop-culture journalist with no money, he’s 
permanently single and he now has to face his cheating 
ex-boyfriend – the reunion’s guest of honour.

Like any well-adjusted individual, Jeremy develops a 
revenge plan: try and fix his life by becoming super hot 
and successful and, most importantly, find a handsome 
and successful boyfriend to bring to the reunion.

Enter Sam – irritatingly perfect, disgustingly hot and 
generous to a fault – who agrees to help with Jeremy’s 
scheme. At first Jeremy is pretty sure that he’s straight. 
But when Sam suggests they start fake-dating each 
other, the simmering tension between them threatens to 
boil over. Now Jeremy must choose between nursing his 
grudges and giving himself another chance at love.

Will Jeremy get his happily ever after, in spite of 
everything?

SKYSONG | CA Wright
Upcoming Fantasy Fiction
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Upcoming Fantasy Fiction

IN SPITE OF YOU | Patrick Lenton
Upcoming Commercial Romantic Fiction

‘Romantic, sharply observed, and wickedly funny, In Spite 
of You  is the perfect rom-com for people who love love 
– and also love the delicious pleasure of holding a really 

good grudge.’ 
Jodi McAlister

‘What a breath of fresh air to read a book like this, that’s 
as clever and funny as it is full of vulnerability and heart. 
Patrick Lenton astutely observes modern culture and 
romance through the lens of someone who’s been through 
it all. These characters are the people we all love to hate, 

or hate to love – and ultimately, love does win.’ 

Giselle Au-Nhien Nguyen



Pub Date: September 2025
ISBN: 9781763550674
Category: Commercial Crime Fiction
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 320pp
Rights Held: World

Nicole Crowe grew up in Nelly Bay on Magnetic Island in 
a little wooden house built by her father. The beauty and 
strangeness of the island, combined with her brother’s 
former profession as a skydive tandem master, provided 
the inspiration for The Washup. Nicole still lives in Far North 
Queensland, but on the mainland, with her family, four 
chickens and a large neighbourhood python. 

 

 

 

About the Author
A tragic accident in paradise … or a calculated 

crime?

After her parents’ death in a car crash two years ago, 
Eve is back in the tumbledown family house on Magnetic 
Island, surrounded by nosy neighbours, an over-friendly 
possum and a cast of eccentric locals.

All Eve has left is her sister Tilly – not that she’s seen 
much of her lately, between Tilly’s history of disastrous 
relationships and her tendency to drink too much. And 
when Eve is introduced to her new boyfriend Matt, a 
sky-diving instructor and dead ringer for a young Richard 
Gere, she senses trouble.

Shortly after, a skydive goes wrong and Eve is left with 
a mountain of unanswered questions. Matt is the prime 
suspect as far as she is concerned, but proving it is 
another matter …  especially after the cops rule it an 
accident. It doesn’t help when Eve’s ill-advised sleepover 
with Shane, the local cop, goes catastrophically wrong.

In trying to solve one mystery, Eve will uncover a far 
deeper secret hidden in the rocky outcrops of Magnetic 
Island – and put her own life on the line.

SKYSONG | CA Wright
Upcoming Fantasy Fiction
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SKYSONG | CA Wright
Upcoming Fantasy Fiction

THE WASHUP | Nicole Crowe
Upcoming Commercial Crime Fiction 



Pub Date: April 2026
ISBN: 9781763550711
Category: Commercial Romantic Fiction
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 352pp
Rights Held: World

Sasha Wasley was born and raised in Perth, Western 
Australia. She completed a PhD in feminist literature at 
Murdoch University in 2006, and went on to work as a 
copywriter on topics ranging from mine safety to sex therapy. 

Sasha’s debut novel was published in 2015, after which she 
gave up her copywriting business to pursue her fiction writing 
career. She is the author of three novels.

Sasha is passionate about levelling the playing field for 
members of the community experiencing disadvantage. She 
is an Ambassador for the Books in Homes Australia charity 
which provides books of choice for children in disadvantaged 
circumstances to keep in their home libraries. Today, she lives 
and writes in the Perth hills region with her partner and two 
daughters. 

About the Author
In a world that withholds knowledge from them, four 

young women decide to steal it back.

At Oxford University, 1928, four young women make a 
secret pledge: 
 
‘I hereby undertake to read any book kept away from 
nice young ladies and make up my own mind whether it 
is good for me or not.’ 
 
They’ve come to Oxford from the corners of the British 
Empire to start their degrees: bricklayer’s daughter 
Annie, wealthy flapper Ridley, refined Parsi aristocrat 
Dorelia and disheartened schoolteacher Norma. 
 
Bonded by their secret histories of stolen books, they 
embark on their own clandestine education through 
banned and ‘inappropriate’ books at late night meetings. 
The illicit society rapidly becomes a lifeline in a world 
where women are fed lies and half-truths to keep 
them obedient. What they read about sex, power and 
inequality bleeds into real life, shaping their choices and 
exposing devastating truths about their struggles and 
aspirations. 
 
In a world where all privilege is stolen, can four young 
women reclaim what was never theirs to begin with? 

SKYSONG | CA Wright
Upcoming Fantasy Fiction
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SKYSONG | CA Wright
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THE SOCIETY OF LITERARY MARAUDERS | Sasha Wasley
Upcoming Historical Fiction

‘A spellbinding read about a secret society of women 
at Oxford in the 1930s who take their love of books into 
their own hands. Written by a master storyteller, Society 
is perfect for readers of The Bookbinder by Pip Williams 
and The Keeper of Stories by Sally Page, and transports 
readers to a moment in time when the world was changing 

rapidly, but not quickly enough.’

Lex Hirst, Publisher



Pub Date: August 2026
ISBN: 9780648619079
Category: Commercial Romantic Fiction
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 360pp
Rights Held: World

Shane Jenek aka Courtney Act is a drag artist, singer, 
advocate and cultural provocateur. She has appeared on 
reality TV in Australia and overseas, including her breakout in 
2003 on the first season of Australian Idol; making the Top 3 
on RuPaul’s Drag Race Season 6; and taking the UK by storm 
on Celebrity Big Brother, which she won. When Courtney isn’t 
busy being glamorous on TV and stage, she’s a boy from 
Brisbane called Shane Jenek.

As a gender-fluid, queer person, Courtney uses her public 
profile to educate audiences on issues such as gender 
identity, sexuality, marriage equality, anti-racism and more. 
As a singer-songwriter she has released a pop EP and 
entertained audiences in her cabaret shows throughout the 
world. She currently splits her time following Pride parades 
and chasing summer between London, Los Angeles and 
Sydney.

 

 

About the Author
An Aboriginal football star, an Indian talent manager, and 
a Caucasian drag queen walk into a bar... No, it’s not the 
setup to a problematic joke, but rather the beginning of a 
sizzling three-way romance. As our unlikely trio falls for 
each other, we see them redefine love and relationships 
for the mainstream.

The Odd Throuple is a bold and emotionally rich 
contemporary adult fiction novel that delves into 
the complexities of love, sex, and non-traditional 
relationships. Set against the polarised backdrops of 
Australia’s sports, queer, and media worlds, the story 
centres around a love triangle between AFL star Davo 
“Pecs” Hamilton, successful agency executive Priya 
Kapoor, and drag podcast influencer Courtney Dahling. 
The three meet at the Gods of the Game Calendar 
launch, where an instant connection sets the stage for a 
three-way love story fueled by the thrill of breaking the 
rules.

Through alternating points of view, the novel not only 
explores the chemistry between the three leads but 
also tackles larger societal taboos around polyamory; 
the intersections of race, culture, and queerness; toxic 
masculinity; and how straight-identifying men can explore 
their non-heteronormative desires. It examines how 
gender and identity influence personal and romantic 
relationships, challenging conventional ideas about love.

SKYSONG | CA Wright
Upcoming Fantasy Fiction
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SKYSONG | CA Wright
Upcoming Fantasy Fiction

THE ODD THROUPLE | Shane Jenek aka Courtney Act
Upcoming Commerical Romantic Fiction



Upcoming Adult Non-Fiction



Pub Date: August  2025
ISBN: 	 9781763516571
Category: Non Fiction - Memoir
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 336pp
Rights Held: World

Liz Cameron grew up in fundamentalist Christianity and 

was brainwashed into the JMS cult at age 18 in 2011. Since 

escaping in 2013, she’s worked on slowly rebuilding her life 

while also helping to raise awareness of cults and assist 

in deprogramming other cult victims. She now resides in 

Canberra and balances full-time professional work with cult 

awareness and advocacy, while also studying a psychology 

degree.

About the Author

As an 18-year-old on a gap year in Canberra, Liz was 
approached at a shopping centre by a woman who, 
unbeknown to her, was a recruiting agent for Providence, 
a Christian cult that originated in South Korea and 
currently operates in 72 countries. As a new adult, Liz 
was struggling to navigate the world and her identity, 
and as cults do so skilfully, they took advantage of her 
vulnerability.

After months of indoctrination, things escalated: Liz 
moved in with the cult, was cut off from friends and 
family, and was eventually appointed to the status of 
‘bride’ to the cult’s serial rapist leader, Jeong Myeong-
Seok (JMS). She travelled to South Korea to visit JMS in 
prison and stayed at the cult’s extravagant compound.

Upon her return to Australia, Liz was controlled and 
starved, and underwent a severe physical and mental 
decline. It was only through the intervention of her 
parents and professional deprogrammers that she 
managed to escape.

In Cult Bride, Liz takes us behind the scenes of a 
terrifying cult to show us how they operate in plain sight – 
and how we can unpick the systems that enable them to 
prey on vulnerable people.

CULT BRIDE | Liz Cameron
Upcoming Non Fiction - Memoir 

An extraordinary true story about how 
one woman was broken down by a 

secretive, predatory cult – and how she 
broke free and remade her life.



Pub Date: August  2025
ISBN: 	 9781763516496
Category: Non Fiction - Relationships
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 320pp
Rights Held: World

Nicole Madigan is an investigative journalist specialising in 

news analysis and longform features. Currently a Senior 

Writer with Mamamia, Nicole has previously written across 

the News Corp and Fairfax national and state mastheads, as 

well as the Guardian, along with a variety of print and online 

publications. Nicole is the author of Obsession: A Journalist 

and Victim-Survivor’s Investigation into Stalking and is a 

non-executive board director and ambassador for domestic 

violence charity Friends with Dignity.

About the Author

Four Women’s Stories of Why They Left  - 
or Why They Stayed

Is love enough? In Torn, four women face the biggest 
decisions of their lives. 

Anna is in her early seventies and met her future 
husband when they were 12 years old. One day, Anna’s 
daughter handed her a card from another woman. 

Kate is in her mid-fifties. Her husband gave Kate 
her dream family, and for her kids, she tolerated his 
drinking and affairs. But then he started gambling away 
their futures.

Liana, in her mid-forties, was in a series of abusive 
relationships before she finally met a man who seemed 
‘normal’. Then she spotted the signs of addiction she 
knew all too well.

Amanda, in her mid-thirties, and her husband were 
childhood sweethearts. She found out he’d been visiting 
sex workers since their wedding – then she met the love 
of her life.

Torn is an intimate, compelling exploration of the age-old 
question: to stay in an unhappy relationship, or to leave? 
This book is about four women in moments of crisis – 
and what they chose to do next.

 TORN | Nicole Madigan
Upcoming Non Fiction - Social Commentary 

From the author of Obsession:

‘Woven through the book, Madigan’s experience is 
horrifying and gripping, but it’s at the service of a much 

bigger story: about how far behind Australia’s justice 
system is when it comes to stalking.’

The Guardian



Pub Date: September  2025
ISBN: 	 9781923390089
Category: Non Fiction - Women’s Heatlh
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 304pp
Rights Held: World

Co-founder and owner of the 12 Week Body Transformation 

(12WBT program), Michelle mixes her years of training and 

experience with heart-warming compassion, winning the 

hearts and minds of Australians of all ages, fitness levels and 

genders.

Michelle is one of Australia’s most influential personal trainers, 

a best-selling fitness, nutrition and mindset author and a 

national commentator on health and wellness issues.  Michelle 

is the author of seventeen books, including her latest release 

12WBT Low-Carb Solution. 

Michelle is fast becoming an advocate and a voice for women 

going through menopause. In 2024 Michelle launched ‘The 

Menopause Method’ within 12WBT. A specific program for 

women, providing a platform of knowledge and assistance 

with health, wellbeing and nutrition, who are going through 

peri-menopause and menopause.

Michelle has enjoyed an extensive media career, best known 

as the straight talking trainer across many series of Channel 

Ten’s ratings heavyweight The Biggest Loser and regularly 

features across a variety of different mediums including TV 

and radio.

About the Author

The Menopause Method is a holistic approach to 
managing menopause, combining science-backed 
information, practical strategies, and a supportive 
community. We focus on key areas like sleep, hot 
flushes, bone health, sex, relationships, exercise, weight 
management, mood swings, anxiety, and cardiovascular 
health. Basically, if it’s a part of menopause, we’ve got it 
covered.
 
Why did I create this method? Simple. I was tired of 
seeing women suffer in silence, being fed misinformation, 
and feeling like menopause was the end of the road. 
It’s not. It’s a new beginning. I dug into the research, 
consulted with experts, and tested different approaches 
until I found what works. The result? A program that helps 
women thrive.

Let’s talk about the elephant in the room—symptoms. 
Hot flushes, night sweats, mood swings, weight gain… 
sound familiar? These are the joys of menopause (note 
the sarcasm), but they don’t have to control your life. 
Understanding why they happen is the first step in kicking 
them to the curb.

So, are you ready to take charge and transform your 
menopause experience? Let’s do this! We’re just getting 
started, and I promise you, the best is yet to come.

THE MENOPAUSE METHOD | Michelle Bridges
Upcoming Non Fiction - Women’s Health 



Pub Date: October 2025
ISBN: 	 9781763550759
Category: Non Fiction - Memoir
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 320pp
Rights Held: World

Em Rusciano is a writer, singer, keynote speaker, comic and 

podcaster. Her podcast Emsolation was Australia’s first ever 

Spotify Exclusive, and her 15-date Outgrown comedy tour 

took Australia by storm in 2024. Em’s 2016 bestselling book 

Try Hard was released to acclaim, and her self-narrated 

audiobook was nominated for ABIA Audiobook of the Year. 

Em has a fierce, loud and passionately loyal social media 

community, with a combined following on Facebook and 

Instagram of more than half a million.

About the Author

Em Rusciano has had a big few years. From a watershed 
2019 – having left breakfast radio, given birth to her 
third child and staged her sold-out Rage and Rainbows 
tour – Em went into the forced self-reflection of Covid 
lockdowns and she felt it all with full force: anger and 
burnout, alongside hard-won moments of joy and 
creativity. It was only when she received later-in-life 
diagnoses of ADHD and Autism that all of this clicked into 
place. Well, her whole life did, really.
 
By peeling back layers of Em’s experience as a 
neurodivergent (ND) person, including raising three ND 
children, Blood, Sweat and Glitter tells of Em’s personal 
journey to living on her own terms. The book will include 
Em’s reflections on her viral 2022 National Press Club 
Address about her ADHD diagnosis and her contribution 
to the 2023 ADHD Senate inquiry.
 
In Em’s own words, ‘This is a memoir, sure, but Blood, 
Sweat and Glitter is also an anxiety - and rage-fuelled 
trasure map to understanding neurodiversity, menopause 
and what it means to be a “woman of a certain age” in 
modern society.’

 BLOOD, SWEAT AND GLITTER | Em Rusciano
Upcoming Non Fiction - Memoir 

‘It’s been nearly a decade since readers last heard 
Em tell her story in book form, and I’m thrilled that 
she’s returning to the page with Pantera. Told in 

Em’s inimitable voice, Blood, Sweat and Glitter is a 
must-read for her hugely engaged fans, readers of 
personality-driven memoir and educational books 

about the neurodivergent experience.’ 
Tom Langshaw, Publisher



Pub Date: February 2026
ISBN: 	 9781923390065
Category: Non Fiction - Domestic
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 240pp
Rights Held: World

Melbourne-based Chantel Mila, aka Mama Mila, started 

posting recipes and simple home hacks in 2018, and now 

has a reach of over 4 million across platforms. Known for her 

#mamamilastips series, Chantel creates innovative and well-

designed content to her loyal, engaged following. Her relatable 

style has led her to work with local and global brands including 

Bunnings, Woolworths, Afterpay, HelloFresh and Colgate. 

Her media work includes appearances on The Morning Show, 

Sunrise, Mamamia, news.com.au and That’s Life magazine, 

About the Author

How to Share the Mental Load

A guidebook to how to share the mental load in a 
household, from Australia’s favourite home-organising 
expert and the bestselling author of The Dream Clean.
We all know that the mental load is often shared 
unequally in households, and most often falls unfairly 
on women. We also know that this heavy load can have 
negative long-term effects on our mental health and 
wellbeing.

It’s high time that we share the load more fair and square 
– and Chantel Mila, who has garnered a global following 
for her best-practice home-organising and cleaning tips, 
is here to help.

Chantel will show you how to get the entire household, 
including your partner and kids, involved in cleaning and 
meal preparation and planning. The book is packed with 
practical, everyday hacks and exercises to make this 
process interactive and fun.

Look no further: Keep It Simple is your next home-
organising bible.

 KEEP IT SIMPLE | Chantal Mila
Upcoming Non Fiction -  Domestic  



Pub Date: September  2026
ISBN: 	 9781923390003
Category: Non Fiction - Social Science, Botany
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 320pp
Rights Held: World

Vanessa Fuchs is the News & Content Manager at the Botanic 

Gardens of Sydney. Vanessa writes and hosts the podcast 

Branch Out. She is writing the book in consultation with 

experts. 

The Botanic Gardens of Sydney is Australia’s oldest scientific 

and horticultural organisation — collecting and curating, 

conserving and celebrating plants since 1816. More relevant 

today than ever, our living collections are experienced by over 

5 million visitors each year. It is a premier brand and trusted 

source when it comes to all things plants.

The Botanic Gardens has 143k followers on Facebook, and 

69K on Instagram.

About the Author

Why we need plants and how they can save us. 
A journey through the surprising and inspiring world 

of botany from the experts at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens.

Without plants we wouldn’t have any medicine, or food. 
Did you know pollen can be used to solve crimes? This 
fascinating deep dive into the world of botany, based on 
the award-winning Branch Out podcast, shows how vital 
plants are to our world and how they intersect with the 
human world in the most interesting and surprising ways. 
How our very existence depends on plants and how 
they may be our greatest hope for the future. A blend of 
research, investigation and natural history unveils the 
fascinating world of botany, drawing on the expertise of 
the Botanic Gardens.

 THE POWER OF PLANTS | Vanessa Fuchs
Upcoming Non Fiction - Social Science 

Comparison titles: 
The Secret Life of Trees by Pete Wohlleben 

Entangled by Merlon Sheldrake 
This Is Your Mind on Plants by Michael Pollan

To include chapters on:
No plants, no medicine/drugs; No plants, no food

Indigenous Plants (including mistletoe);

The Wollemi Pine/orchids/rare plants;

The herbarium; The very first plant to be pollinated 

Stinging plants; Forensic Botany;

Plants and witchcraft; Plant-based inventions;

Seed bank and the future of plants; Plant diseases;

Mental health aspects of plants; Fungi;

Plant based meat alternatives

Featuring diagrams from the botanic archives 
and new imagery created by the botanic artists 

at the gardens.
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