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The Spirit of Birds
By Mark Smith

An awe-inspiring collection of photos from acclaimed photographer 

Mark Smith celebrates the spirit of birds—shining a light on their 

resilience, wisdom, playfulness, and love.

For years, birds were dismissed as simple creatures. People saw them 

as instinct-driven, flighty, and forgettable. For Mark Smith, who has 

traveled the globe in search of the world’s most incredible birds, they 
proved to be anything but simple. Soaking up their world like a sponge, 

he began to see each bird like a thread in an exquisite tapestry.

Waiting countless hours in silence, hiding in blinds, walking through 

rain, snow, mud, and unbearable sweltering heat just for the chance to 

get closer to them. After so much time with the birds, he began to see 

something unexpected: a reflection. Their struggles mirrored our own. 

Their resilience, their instinct to protect, to adapt, to create, to love . . . 

it spoke to something deep and human. This book is a testimony to not 

only the spirit of birds (raw, resilient, emotional, and deeply alive), but 

the parts of our own spirit that we so often forget.

Author bio:

Mark Smith is a bestselling author, award-winning wildlife photographer, 

and expert at spending

way too much time sitting in mud, waiting for birds to do something 

cool. Today, his work reaches a global audience. With millions of 

followers, Mark continues to bring people closer to the wild, one 

feathered moment at a time.
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Saints, Skulls, and Secret Societies: 
Understanding Cemetery Symbolism
By Douglas Keister 

Part history and decoding, part symbolism and artistry, and part macabre this book celebrates 

cemeteries and cemetery symbolism.

Hundreds of different symbols adorn headstones and are rich with symbolic meaning that can tell us so 

much about the deceased and the times in which they lived. Everything from their age, religious beliefs, 

military service, occupation, an even if they belonged to a secret society can be decoded from their 

headstone. Saints, Skulls, and Secret Societies presents photographs of headstones in cemeteries 

throughout the United States and around the world.

The book offers a plethora of symbols and their meanings: fruit and flowers including the poppy, roses, 

pomegranates, and corn; animals including lambs, oxen, fish, and griffins and snakes; religious symbols 

such as angels, the Star of David, crosses, cranes, and skull and crossbones; and symbols from secret 

societies including the Freemasons, the All Seeing Eye, Knights Templar, and dozens and dozens more.

These beautiful symbols carved in stone are lovely art and artifacts in and of themselves and are 

layered with deep and interesting meaning that carries into the present time long after the remains of 

those who lived before have been laid to rest.

Author bio:

Douglas Keister is a writer, photographer, and leading authority on cemetery symbolism. Based in 

Chico, California, he has authored dozens of critically acclaimed books, and also writes and illustrates 

magazine articles, contributing photographs and essays to magazines, newspapers, books, calendar, 

and posters worldwide. His work has been featured in the Smithsonian and on PBS.
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