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The Spirit of Birds

By Mark Smith

An awe-inspiring collection of photos from acclaimed photographer
Mark Smith celebrates the spirit of birds—shining a light on their
resilience, wisdom, playfulness, and love.

For years, birds were dismissed as simple creatures. People saw them
as instinct-driven, flighty, and forgettable. For Mark Smith, who has
traveled the globe in search of the world’s most incredible birds, they
proved to be anything but simple. Soaking up their world like a sponge,
he began to see each bird like a thread in an exquisite tapestry.

Waiting countless hours in silence, hiding in blinds, walking through
rain, snow, mud, and unbearable sweltering heat just for the chance to
get closer to them. After so much time with the birds, he began to see
something unexpected: a reflection. Their struggles mirrored our own.
Their resilience, their instinct to protect, to adapt, to create, to love. ..
it spoke to something deep and human. This book is a testimony to not
only the spirit of birds (raw, resilient, emotional, and deeply alive), but
the parts of our own spirit that we so often forget.

Author bio:

Mark Smith is a bestselling author, award-winning wildlife photographer,
and expert at spending

way too much time sitting in mud, waiting for birds to do something
cool. Today, his work reaches a global audience. With millions of

followers, Mark continues to bring people closer to the wild, one 7 MARK SM}IH
feathered moment at a time. %7 %/ (/,/;’/ ] '
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HARMONY

At first glance, it's pure chaos, wings slicing through the air, a flurry of fishing,
feeding, and flight. Calls echo, songs ripple, grunts and whispers drift through
the mayhem. Dozens of species on one crowded stage. An orchestra without
a conductor, never out of sync, woven together by some invisible thread of
rhythm. Once you see it, the beauty is undeniable.

And yet somehow, it all just works. It's not chaos. It's harmony. And it stirs
something deep inside me. Deep inside you. A shared rhythm that whispers
ever so quietly. All you have to do is listen.

The Spirit of Birds
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YOU ARE NOW A DISNEY PRINCESS

Hummingbird in Hand Main Story

Colorado was in the midst of a serious drought. They were
draining reservoirs for water faster than Popeye popped cans
of spinach. Driving by one of the nearly dry lakebeds, I noticed
all of these amazing lines that broke the shore apart. It looked
like something M.C. Escher would have dreamed up - dozens
of terraced lines creating a symmetrical wonderland, and I was
lured in like the 13-year-old me who had just discovered what it
was like to get lost in an Escher piece.

I spent a few hours shooting the shoreline with a S0mm
lens and decided I had captured my magic. It was time to head
out, but a blossoming thistle caught my eye immediately. Such
a stark contrast to the scorched landscape at my feet. As I cir-
cled the flowering plant my vision shifted from layers of lines to
this contrast of life and color against the backdrop of drought
and despair.

That flower was calling me like a sultry siren of the sea and
being the manly man that I am, I had to stick my nose right in
the soft pink velvety flower and take a big draw. The smell of
freshly baked sugar cookies filled my head. It was like a little
piece of pink fuzzy heaven.

1 sat down and started looking at different angles for com-
position and that’s when the tiny lictle hummingbird appeared
a few inches from my face. Both of us lured in by the soft deli-
cate aroma of thistles in bloom. It was dreamy romantic poetry
all wrapped in one unbelievable moment of time I will never

forget. I thought, “How could things get any better?” And
somewhere in my brain the answer slowly drifted through my
consciousness.

“She is very tired. Give her your band.”

So Idid.

I slowly lifted my hand and without hesitation, that tiny
little hummingbird plopped right into my palm, closed her lit-
tle eyes and drank deeply from that flower. I was blown away.
The feeling of her little feet in my palm. A weightless little bun-
dle of green and white feathers with occasional flecks of gold.

1 panicked and thought oh man, no one is ever going to
believe this and I don’t have a long lens so I can’t get photo-
graphic proof. My brain defaulted to “must have long lens to
photograph bird. Me man, make fire, cook meat, ugh.” Then
the non-Neanderthal version of my brain spoke up: use the
50mm in your hand, stupid! So I fired away, taking far too
many photographs of this delicate lictle beauty as she rested in
my palm.

When I got home and told my family about this storybook
bird encounter, I was met with suspicious eyes. Butl had photo-
graphic proof. I proudly entered the images as Exhibit A to my
jury. My late wife Julie always had the perfect comeback. She
looked at the photos, paused and said,

“Congratulations Mark, you are now a Disney princess.”

The Spirit of Birds
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DELIVERING THE SUN

Woodstork @ Sunrise

At one point in time someone told the tale of a stork delivering a baby. As in overnight
air delivery of a shiny fresh little human. But this one delivered something entirely different:
the sunrise.

Bird phorography, in spite of how I have displayed it glamorously throughout the pages
of this book, has its moments of nothingness. I might wake up with fading dreams of os-
preys, pelicans and black skimmers performing at my command but sometimes the only
thing that shows up is a frenzy of biting bugs and like a good steward of nature, I donate a
small amount of blood to the hungry biters.

The whole expectation philosophy? It must be squished like a grape harvested for wine.
Honestly, it’s best to not have any expectations at all. Just go with the flow and see what the
world wants to give you in that specific moment and if you are early enough, there is always
the possibility of a sunrise and all you have to do is look East.

I always try to make a point to at least take a quick peek at the sun’s daily appearance
from the Atlantic Ocean and I'm rarely disappointed. On this particular morning when the
usual suspects were apparently more interested in preening their brilliant plumage, a sin-
gle wood stork casually strolled into view. The bird’s gait was that of confidence. Each step
leaning into the next. It was pure and wanted nothing more than to greet the warmth of the
rising sun.

As it lifted its foot to cradle the sun, head bowed low, I realized the harmony of the entire

situation and how a squished grape of expectation could yield a fruitful glass of wine.
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STRIKE A POSE

Least Bittern

There are a lot of things in the bird world that seem almost like magic. They defy com-
mon logic and once you wander a few steps deeper into their world, the unexplainable be-
comes a little clearer. Something you might be able to wrap your head around just like this
Least Bittern has wrapped its tiny little toes around that cattail reed and to be 100% honest,
I'm still not quite sure how the bird is “holding on.”

The Least Bittern is the smallest heron in North America. It could quite literally fit right
in the palm of your hand and it weighs less than a deck of cards so perching on mere blades
of grass is no real feat for this beauty but here’s the thing. These birds are the ghosts of the
marsh. Most human beings will never set eyes on one, ever. Most birders will settle for hear-
ing one calling like a frog from the reeds and most photographers will spend countless hours
waiting for one to “strike this pose.”

None of this has anything to do with the size of the bird though. The reason it is hardly
ever seen is simple. It is so in tune with its surroundings that you wouldn’t even see it if it
was standing a few small steps away. I'd love to say that my expert bushcraft skills are what
provided this shot for me but that’s not the case. This bird was startled by a lawn crew who
were busy cutting back grass close to the waterline. I just happened to be in the right place
at the right time with a camera in hand which seems to happen a lot with me. Harmonious

luck or coincidence?
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HARMONY IN MOTION

White Pelicans

Welcome to Broadmoor. A dreamy plot of land poised for development. Rail-
road tracks were laid. Plots of land were arranged for sale. Everything was perfect
except for the fact thar its entire foundation was built on muck lands. Prehistoric
muddy swamps. In two days, sixteen inches of rain fell and the entire place kind of
sank into the mud. Years later a fertilizer plant tried to seize the land but it failed
too. The rusting equipment still pokes through the marsh grass today. It’s a con-
stant reminder that nature knows best.

Now this land belongs to the birds. Every November, the white pelicans mi-
grate in by the thousands. They are our sign that winter is coming - Florida’s ver-
sion of snow that doesn’t require wool undies or snow shovels. If you can be there
on arrival day, it's pure magic. The white pelicans, hungry from migration, descend
upon the area and feast like royalty.

Food is always a great motivator in the animal world and understanding the
feeding habits of a bird can help immensely. White pelicans will work in large num-
bers to corral their food. It is a slow, casual hunting technique but it works wonders
unless of course you are a fish. I sat watching a large flock of these birds working
the far side of a large lake. I could very easily put myself in their path by walking
out into some tall saw grass which, by the way, has the name “saw” for a reason.
This grass can easily slice you faster than a sous chef’s cutlery. Sometimes you have
to take lictle “risks” to get the shot. It’s okay to question my sanity, I do it too. So
crawled on my belly through the razor sharp blades of grass unscathed I might add
and waited.

Turns out I wasn’t the only one with this idea. Another photographer had done
the same thing. There we sat, hidden by the tall swaying grass, watching a literal
wall of white making its way around the lake. Slowly but surely they were coming
right rowards us.

And when they turned and passed by, this was the shot. A shot I had literally
dreamed of forever. Dozens of birds moving as one. An army of orange and white,

so perfectly synchronized they looked less like individual animals and more like a
single breathing organism. Harmony in motion.

14 HARMONY
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| HOPE YOU KNOW WHAT I'M DOING

Cape May Warbler (see folder forimages)

You would never think that two grown men an entire generation apart would spend
hours watching one tiny bird bouncing around eating bugs in a bush, but sometimes the
smallest things leave the biggest impressions. Somewhere along its epic journey to Canada,
this lictle Cape May Warbler decided to stop in Florida and help with a little mosquito con-
trol, and my good friend Jim and I spent the entire morning happily taking pictures.

Jim is an amazing human being. He always has something interesting to say but you
never really know if he is joking or serious. He once asked me, “Mark, do you know why
birds always stand on one leg?” I thought about it for a while and said, “Is it a way to rest one
of their legs?” He replied, “No. If they lift up thar leg, they will fall over.” Every time a bird
poops he exclaims, “That’s an unformed egg.” His jubilant personality has a way of always
keeping you on your toes and on this day we found ourselves glued to the sea grapes watch-
ing this warbler do its thing.

That little bird was all over the place and we had to get into the thick of the brush if we
wanted to get any shots. As we stepped in closer Jim said, “I hope you know what I'm doing...
because I certainly don’t.” His steady flow of jokes kept the moments when I was struggling
to get a clear shot light-hearted and lacking any seriousness whatsoever. He was showing me
a different way to be present. To not be so serious abour getting “the shot.” We might have
been taking pictures of this beautiful little bird but we were creating memories that would
last a lifetime.

We both showed up the following morning eager to take more shots of this lictle beau-
ty, but the bird was only there for one morning. It had filled its belly with fat, tasty Florida
mosquitoes and moved on but the memory of that beautiful sunlit morning in the sea grapes
lives on.
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GOLDEN DROP OF SUNLIGHT

Yellow Warbler

I'm always attracted to water no matter where I go. Pond, I'm there. Babbling
brook, front row seats. Mountain stream, gotta put my toes in there. It actually be-
came a running joke with my family because I would soak my feet in cold mountain
streams wherever we went and never stop saying how good my feet felt afterwards.

That was the case here as well. The sound of the stream lured me in. The amaz-
ing color palette of the plants kept my eyes happy while I stripped off my shoes and
socks and prepared for a toe soak. Having never been to this stream or Wyoming, I
thought it would be wise to bring my camera along just in case.

As I sat with my feet in that cold mountain stream, I started to daydream.
Thoughts of amazing images of mountains, moose and bears filled my head. I
never expected to see a bird I had only ever caught a fleeting glimpse of prior, but
as I sat there feet asoaking, this little golden butt bouncer hopped its way right
towards me and my camera. I couldn’t believe my eyes. I looked around to see if
anyone else happened to notice it and nope, just me, wet feet and a little golden
drop of sunlight bouncing around.

I felt like I was living in a Bob Ross painting full of happy little birds. No mis-
takes, just happy accidents. And this one hopped right up to me like it was meant
to be there all along.
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Saints, Skulls, and Secret Societies:

Understanding Cemetery Symbolism
By Douglas Keister

Part history and decoding, part symbolism and artistry, and part macabre this book celebrates
cemeteries and cemetery symbolism.

Hundreds of different symbols adorn headstones and are rich with symbolic meaning that can tell us so

much about the deceased and the times in which they lived. Everything from their age, religious beliefs,

military service, occupation, an even if they belonged to a secret society can be decoded from their
headstone. Saints, Skulls, and Secret Societies presents photographs of headstones in cemeteries
throughout the United States and around the world.

The book offers a plethora of symbols and their meanings: fruit and flowers including the poppy, roses,
pomegranates, and corn; animals including lambs, oxen, fish, and griffins and snakes; religious symbols
such as angels, the Star of David, crosses, cranes, and skull and crossbones; and symbols from secret
societies including the Freemasons, the All Seeing Eye, Knights Templar, and dozens and dozens more.

These beautiful symbols carved in stone are lovely art and artifacts in and of themselves and are
layered with deep and interesting meaning that carries into the present time long after the remains of
those who lived before have been laid to rest.

Author bio:

Douglas Keister is a writer, photographer, and leading authority on cemetery symbolism. Based in
Chico, California, he has authored dozens of critically acclaimed books, and also writes and illustrates
magazine articles, contributing photographs and essays to magazines, newspapers, books, calendar,

and posters worldwide. His work has been featured in the Smithsonian and on PBS.

Subject:

Non-Fiction - ARCHITECTURE / Decoration & Ornament
Non-Fiction - DESIGN

Non-Fiction - SOCIAL SCIENCE / Freemasonry & Secret Societies

Jacketless Hardcover ¢ $24.99 « 7" x 9" » 224 Pages ¢ On Sale Date: July 13, 2027
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS

PLANTS, ESPECIALLY FLOWERS, remind us of the beauty and the brevity
of life. They have served as symbols of remembrance ever since we
began memorializing our dead.

The Egyptians were the first culture to use flowers in a wide-
spread way in funerary rights; they believed that the subtle scent of
flowers contained a key to divine powers. Indeed, when the Romans
under the command of Julius Caesar invaded and conquered Egypt,
the scribes who recorded the events described the overwhelming scent
of flowers along the banks of the Nile.

As early as the fourth century BCE, Greek philosopher Aristotle
declared that plants had a soul, albeit a special type of soul since they
had no ability to move on their own.

The heyday of flower symbolism occurred during Victorian
times, which also coincided with the rise of the garden cemetery. The
Victorians took great pains to give flowers special attributes, adapt-
ing many of the ancient myths to Christian symbolism. Lovers passed
flowers to each other to convey a special message, and in the ceme-

tery, specific flowers were assigned proper funereal attributes.
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TO ADAM HE SAID, “BECAUSE

YOU LISTENED TO YOUR WIFE

AND ATE FROM THE TREE ABOUT
WHICH | COMMANDED YOU, ‘YOU
MUST NOT EAT OF IT,” “CURSED IS
THE GROUND BECAUSE OF YOU;
THROUGH PAINFUL TOIL YOU WILL
EAT OF IT ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR
LIFE. IT WILL PRODUCE THORNS AND
THISTLES FOR YOU, AND YOU WILL

\ EAT THE PLANTS OF THE FIELD."

ACANTHUS

The acanthus is one of the most popular architectural flowers, mostly because

it adorns the capitals of Corinthian columns. The first recorded use of acan-
thus leaves in funerary architecture was in the fifth century BCE, when sculptor
Callimachus, after seeing the acanthus leaves on the grave of a young girl, was
inspired to use them to decorate a column capital. The use of the acanthus in
funerary architecture derives from the fact that the leaves are thorny and have
often been used as a symbol of the prickly journey of life to death and, ultimately,
the final triumph of eternal life.

Acanthus leaves decorate hearses, tombstones, and funerary garments as well
as column capitals. It is said that whoever wears the leaves or has them adorning

their tomb has overcome the biblical curse in Genesis 3:17-18:

4 PLANTS AND FLOWERS
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ANTHURIUM

Although there is not a lot of symbolism attached to the anthurium it is often used
to decorate graves in Hawaii. The anthurium is native to South America, the most
famous of which is the #nthurium andreanum Linden of Ecuador and Columbia.
Anthuriums were imported to Hawaii, where they are a significant part of the
cut-flower trade. The flowers of the anthurium are actually contained in the large
spike-like “spathe” in the center of the leaf. A gift of an anthurium from a man to
a woman is supposed to signify his enormous attraction to her, for reasons that do

not need to be explained.

BELLFLOWER

Campanula, the Latin word for small bell, is a genus of about three hundred

annuals, biennials, and perennials. Because of its obvious bell-like shape, the bell-
flower is accorded the same symbolism as all types of religious bells. In the sym-
bolism of flowers, the bellflower is given the attributes of constancy and gratitude.
It is the national flower of Chile.

6 PLANTS AND FLOWERS

BUDS AND SEEDPODS

CALLA LILY

With its broad leaves and huge vase-like flowers, the calla lily is one of the most
stunning flowers. On tombstones it symbolizes majestic beauty and marriage. The
South African calla lily was introduced in the United States during the second
half of the nineteenth century, which coincided with the beginning of the golden
age of the American cemetery. Soon after it was imported, it started to appear in
mainstream American art as well as funerary art, and is well known as one of the

fowers adopted by artist Georgia O’Keeffe.
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CLOVER

Because its chree leaves form a erefoil, clover is an obyious symbol
of the Trinicy, An Irish legend says chae Saine Paerick broughe it to
Ircland co be an enduring symbol of the Triniey; henee che clover,
renamed the shamrock, has become che symbol of Treland, Even
before the arrival of Christianicy, pagan Geles used clover as a symbol
of vitality because of ies abundane growth, The four-lcaf clover is rare
and has long been a symbol of good luck. Ocher variceics with more
than four leaves have been indicative of bad omens and, for rcasons
unknown, a sign of a good marriage.

CYCLAMEN

The cyclamen is a genus of planes chae include ewenty specics, many
of which have a small reddish-magenea spot ac che base of the Hower,
causing its adoption by carly Christians as a symbol of ¢he bleeding
sorrow in Mary’s heare. The cyclamen is also known as the bleeding
nutL.

Like many plants, the cyclamen has been used for a varicty of
medical ereacments, According o a ercadise published in che sixeeench

century, the cyclamen could be used as a medicinal by pregnane
women to speed up delivery, as an antidoee for any poison, as an alco-

HYDRANCEA

In funcrary are, hydrangeas or snowball bushes symbolize hearefele for cye weakness, and as an aphrodisiac.

hol enhancer, as a ercacmene for sooching a sunburned face, as a cure

emotion, gratide, devotion, and lastng remembrance. This example

is arranged in che form of'a cross.
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LAUREL

In funerary art, laurel, usually in the form of a wreath, can represent

victory, eternity, immortality, and chastity. Its association with eter-
nity and immortality comes from its leaves, which do not wilt or fade.
Its association with victory comes from ancient contests where the tri-
umphant winner was crowned with a laurel wreath; the crowning with
a laurel wreath was supposed to bestow immortality on the recipient.
In the Roman world, the laurel wreath was a symbol of military as
well as intellectual glory and was also thought to cleanse the soul of
any guilt it had over the slaying of enemies. Chastity is associated with
laurel because the laurel was consecrated to the Vestal Virgins.

The Chinese also saw the symbolism of mortality in this evergreen
shrub. One legend says that while underneath a laurel bush, the Moon
Hare distills a drug of immortality made of herbs.

PLANTS AND FLOWERS

LILY OF THE VALLEY

All lilies, and in particular the Lily of the Valley, are found in funerary art.
They are symbols of innocence, purity, and virginity. They symbolize the sur-
render to God’s will and grace, as in the King James Version of the Holy Bible
Matthew 6:2.8:

“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;
they toil not, neither do they spin...”

The lily of the valley has particular significance in funerary ar, since it is
one of the first flowers to bloom in the spring, thus symbolizing renewal and
resurrection.

It is native to northern Europe and thus has no direct link to early biblical
tales. However, the monks liked the delicate beauty of the plant and its medicinal
properties so much that they named it lily of the valley in reference to the passage

in the Song of Solomon 2:1-2

SHE
| AM A ROSE OF SHARON,
A LILY OF THE VALLEYS.

HE
LIKE A LILY AMONG THORNS
IS MY DARLING AMONG THE
YOUNG WOMEN.

PLANTS AND FLOWERS 15
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MORNING GLORY

Morning glories are a symbol of the Resurrection, because they close
at night and open in the morning sun. There are more than a thou-
sand species of the morning glory, including the humble sweet potato.
They play an important part in a number of mythologies, such as the
Hawaiian myth of Kawela and Hiku, where the koali (morning glory)
vine is used as a swing to transport them to the underworld.

In the cemetery, the morning glory (Jpomoea) is a symbol for the
Resurrection, morning, youth, and the bonds of love. The morning
glory blooms in the early morning, but wilts in the afternoon, which
plant physiologists say invites us to learn more about two of life’s
grand themes: reproduction and death. Its ephemeral nature asks us
to reflect more deeply on the splendor and brevity of all life, includ-
ing our own. This thought is reflected in Walt Whitman’s “Song of
Myself”: “. .. a morning-glory at my window satisfies me more than
the metaphysics of books.”

Adding to its otherworldly mystique, folks who are in charge of
naming plant varieties have attached monikers like “Heavenly Blue,”
“Pearly Gates,” and “Flying Saucers” to the creeping vines. In the
1960s, proponents of spiritualism through chemistry discovered that
morning glory seeds contained lysergic acid (LLSD), and there was

a concurrent rise in sales of seed packets of morning glory seeds by
urban dwellers. Unfortunately, commercially grown morning glory
seeds also contain pesticides, and in addition to their strong halluci-
natory effects, the seeds can cause liver and neurological damage.
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The rose has become the queen of flowers because of its fragrance, longevity,
and beauty. It has inspired lovers, dreamers, and poets for countless generations.
Venus, the goddess of love, claimed the rose as her own. Cleopatra stuffed pillows
full of rose petals. Nero arranged for rose petals to rain down upon his guests.
However, the early Christians were reluctant to use the rose as one of their sym-
bols because of its association with decadence. However people’s love of the rose
was strong and long-lived, so the Christians made some tactical adjustments and
adopted the rose as one of their own symbols.

In Christian symbolism, the red rose became 2 symbol of martyrdom, while
the white rose symbolized purity. In Christian mythology the rose in Paradise

did not have thorns, but acquired them on Earth to remind man of his fall from

BECAUSE OF THE NARCOTI|C PROPERTIES OF THE OPIUM grace; however, the rose’s fragrance and beauty remained to suggest to him what

EEE Paradise is like. Sometimes the Virgin Mary is called the “rose without thorns™
because of the belief that she was exempt from original sin.

AND DREAMS), HYPHOS LANOTHER COD OF SLEEP) SUNFLOWER

BECAUSE Of ARGE SE 3, IT 1S J AS50C It’s quite rare to see a sunflower on 2 tombstone, and if they are to be found, it’s
ATED WITH DEMETER. THE GODDESS OF FERTILITY ANI most likely that they will appear in Catholic cemeteries, for they signify devotion
to the Catholic Church. In Catholic iconography the sun represents the divine
light of God and the sunflower represents the devout striving toward God.

The sunflower is a native of North America. It arrived in Spain in 1569, and
| NOVEMBER. THE BRITISH SELL PAPER POPPIES T soon, large expanses of the Spanish countryside were ablaze with the sunflower’s
dazzling blooms. When 2 sunflower is young, it exhibits heliotropism (growing
toward the sun), but when it matures, the flowers permanently face east. This
THE WWI SOLDIERS WHO DIED IN THE POPPY FIELDS OF quality was readily adopted by Christian iconographers, since most Christian
FLANDERS graves are configured so the deceased faces east toward the rising sun.
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GOD SAYS TO ADAM IN GENESIS 3:17-18:

“Because you listened to your wife
and ate from the tree about which
1 commanded you, “You must not
eat of 1, Cursed is the ground
because of you; through painful
torl you will eat of 1t all the days
of your life. It will produce thorns

and thistles for you, and you will

THISTLE

3
Thistle is most often seen on graves of those of Scottish descent. The story goes carl /‘]) ¢ P / anls Qf[b()ﬁ f,/ (1].

that in 1293, Viking invaders were preparing to ambush a group of Scottish sol-
diers under cover of darkness. The Vikings were barefooted and in the darkness
did not see the field of thistle. Their cries of pain alerted the sleeping Scots and
the Vikings were driven back across the North Sea.

Thistle also has biblical references.

This curse associates the thistle with earthly sorrow and is appropriate in
funerary use. Because the thistle is a thorny plant it is also connected with the
crown of thorns and the Passion of Christ.
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hen they had heard the king, they
departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the
east, went before them, till it came and stood

over where the young child was.

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with

exceeding great joy.

And when they were come into the house, they
saw the young child with Mary his mother, and
fell down, and worshipped him: and when they
had opened their treasures, they presented unto

him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

And being warned of God in a dream that they
should not return to Herod, they departed into

their own country another way.

MATTHEW 2:9—12
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We Three Kings

nd when they were departed, behold,

We three kings of O-ri -ent are Bear-ing gifts we tra-verse a- far

the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph ina

dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child
and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou
there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek

the young child to destroy him.

DES === = ’ ' ‘ e 2 ' ': When he arose, he took the young child and his
' : ] ' ; mother by night, and departed into Egypt:
0y e
Wmﬁi And was there until the death of Herod: that it
Vo= e ok o6 it BoRwith: Koy el TRy DGHE Vet Yot lesd- Ty o might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord

by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called
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my son.
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nd it came to pass in those days, that
there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus,
that all the world should be taxed.

And all went to be taxed, every one into his

own city.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem;

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being
great with child.

LUKE 2:1,3—5

Erfrerinds BeiEnenm late Ylllewma—
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O Little Town of Bethlehem
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gift is given!
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