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Brighfly colored flowers
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" which is when

pollen from one apple

tree travels to another
apple tree. Once the

tree is pollinated,
the frvit can grow.

.. if you ¢an wait.

d fresh ripe fruit.
T R\l

(o

2 O SY/=\ :

What Can a Flower Be?

By Kier Holmes ¢ lllustrations by Lee Foster Wilson
Jacketless Hardcover » $18.99 « 85" x 11" » 32 Pages ¢ On Sale Date: March 23, 2027 * 978-1-4236-7120-6 * World Rights



Geranivms and {orgef-
me-nots provide excellent
places for hcdgeho§: to
forase and nest under. The
more pround cover, the
safer hedgehogs feel.

B 4‘. " -*. :‘x

% O

What Can a Flower Be?

By Kier Holmes ¢ lllustrations by Lee Foster Wilson
Jacketless Hardcover » $18.99 « 85" x 11" » 32 Pages ¢ On Sale Date: March 23, 2027 * 978-1-4236-7120-6 * World Rights



e TR

ity “
R,

Fr_ T
ot < e

SPRING 2027 CHILDREN'S

Calendvla flowers have been known to
help burns, wounds, and rashes heal
faster. They also help moisturize dry skin.
Heuling calendvia balm can be made by
combining calendv/a flowers and various
oils, waxes, butters, or essential oils.

A balm to ¢alm and heal.
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winter

“\ REST, REFRESH,
./ AND CELEBRATE

Sleep, strong oaks and sweet
maple trees,

Rest, big ol’ bear and queen
bumble bees.

The north wind’s cold breath m&i\%

is here! ,/_%'
Awake, hoot the owls and /Eﬁ\ g

dance the deer.
The evergreen, a gift to all for
iy the Neu\f Year!

The Book of Wild Wonder: Seasonal Step-by-Step Activities to Celebrate the Magic of the Natural World

By Susie Spikol & Erica Marie Coston e lllustrated by Renia Metallinou
Jacketless Hardcover » $21.99 ¢ 6.5" x 8.75" « 208 Pages ¢ On Sale Date: April 27, 2027 « 978-1-4236-7258-6 * World Rights



SPRING 2027 CHILDREN'S

PINECONE FIRE STARTERS HOW TO

1. Tie a piece of twine around the pinecones. This is how you will dip

When wood burns, look at the flames. Once, the burning log was part of them into the wax, so make sure it’s long enough to keep your hands
a living tree that grew stronger each season by transforming sunlight into safe from the hot wax.

food. Many cultures celebrate the longest night of the year around a roar- 2. With a grown-up, melt the beeswax in either a double boiler or a

ing bonfire, celebrating the return of the sun. Make pinecone fire starters crockpot. Pay very careful attention to the melting wax. Wax catches
to warm your hands and your heart as you gather around the flames with fire easily and must always be watched.

friends and family. 3. Once the wax melts, remove from the heat and lower the pinecones

in by holding onto the strings. Rotate the cones to coat them com-

GROWING YOUR SKILLS pletely in wax. Then slowly lift out of the hot wax and let the extra
COLLECTING, HANDCRAFTING, AND wax drip off. Place each on the parchment paper to harden.
PRACTICING FIRE SAFETY 4. Once the fire starters have cooled, trim the twine to the length of a
candle wick.
GATHER IT 5. If you have leftover wax, pour it into a mason jar to save for future
X g projects.
Medium-to-large dry Double boiler or crockpot ’ . -
) 6. Next time you make a fire, put one of your pinecone fire starters in
pinecones (see note) ‘ i : ) _
with the kindling. Light the twine and let the fire begin!
Natural twine Scissors
Boeswax Parchment or wax paper

Long ago, the ancient people of
DIGGING DEEPER Scandinavia celebrated Winter Solstice

by burning a huge oak log for twelve

Mason jar with lid

days. Called the yule log, it reminded them of the sun’s power. The cele-
K Make sure the double boiler or crockpot is bration included feasts, games, and storytelling. At the end of the twelve

one used for crafting, not cooking, days, families gathered the ashes, believing it brought good luck. They

since you won’t be able to use it CLIPPED ATMOSPHERIC ART stored the ashes in special necklaces worn close to their heart and sprin-
for cooking after you finish this kled them on their gardens to make the plants grow.
project.
54 Winter Winter 55
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AWAKE, BLOSSOM,
AND RENEW

Awake, little leaves, uncurl and
stretch

Blossom wild violets, dandelions,
and purple vetch.
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How to Find Fairies,
Make a Secret Fort,
and Cook Up an
Elfin Picnic
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and has toast and jam
&8 with tea.
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and then goes on a walk
to visit her friends.
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And then, with a yawn,
snuggles into bed.
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IT CAME FROM
DOWN THE DRAIN

ave you ever heard anything weird in here?” Ali asks Jayla as they
wash their hands at the bathroom sinks.

“Weird? Like voices? Do you mean the story about the boy who
got sucked down the drain?” Jayla grins, she can never pass up being the
center of attention, especially since the bathroom is full of girls getting
ready for next period.

Ali knows this story. Everyone does. But her shoulders still tense. Other
girls crowd around, curiosity piqued.

“Here let me tell it. Years ago,” Jayla says, lowering her voice like telling
a campfire story, “a kid was swimming in the school pool. When something
reached up out of the drain and grabbed his ankle. It sucked him all the way
down the drain. He never came back.”

Haunted House Horror (Frights to Tell at Night Series)

By Anastasia Garcia* lllustrations by Teo Skaffa
Jacketless Hardcovere $24.99 ¢ 7.25" x 9.75" » 224 Pages ¢ On Sale Date: July 13, 2027 ¢ 978-1-4236-6944-9 « World Rights



SUMMER 2027 CHILDREN'S

| |
|
* i
R=i—
'
9
"
i
{ i1 B
4 | B
V e |l
r N
|5 b,
“' {
Lot { ;1 i
1 L
il AE s
i | e

Haunted House Horror (Frights to Tell at Night Series)

By Anastasia Garcia* lllustrations by Teo Skaffa
Jacketless Hardcovere $24.99 ¢ 7.25" x 9.75" » 224 Pages ¢ On Sale Date: July 13, 2027 ¢ 978-1-4236-6944-9 « World Rights



SUMMER 2027 CHILDREN'S

FRIGHT
LEVEL

A HUNGRY GARDEN

hey say this house belonged to a botanist,” Aaron begins, tugging on

aloc of dark hair, chewing the strap of his backpack. Today is the day.

The day Aaron managed to convince Ayla to go with him to explore
the botanist’s abandoned house.

“That would explain all the plants,” Ayla says in monotone looking
up at the house on the hill surrounded by a wild jungle of plants, trees,
and shrubs. The house in the distance was once modern and stately but is

now drowning in green. Ivy creeps up the side of the house swallowing the
grand windows whole, like the land is reclaiming the space.
“Townspeople say the plants overtook the land faster than anyone
expected, before they even had a chance to sell the place,” Aaron continues.
Ayla won’t admit it out loud, but the house gives her the creeps. Something
in the air that smells of wet earth and rot. It is heavy and sticky on her skin.
“The botanist’s parents were explorers, so she chose to travel all over
the world researching and collecting strange plants.” He drops his voice.

Haunted House Horror (Frights to Tell at Night Series)
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THE MIDNIGHT MIRROR GAME

rouble always follows when the Khanna cousins are together.
Today the four of them traveled the long dusty road to their
grandmother’s house outside of Tumakuru, India. After a cramped
ride in a small van, they are more than ready to spend the night at Nani’s
house while their families visit around town. Aditi is the oldest, followed by
Sameer, who asks all the questions. Varun is always the jokester. And Anvi
is the youngest of all four, whose big brown eyes always look surprised.
Nani’s front rooms are bright and busy. The cousins smell dinner before
they even take off their shoes. After they eat, Nani ushers them to the back
part of the house where it is cooler, even though the day has been hot. At
the end of the hall beneath the window is a small puja table where Nani
says her prayers.
“Don’t run,” Nani says with a disapproving tsk, but the cousins race
each other down the hall anyway.
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THE HEADLESS HAUNT
OF THE HACIENDA

hank you for staying with me at the haunted hacienda,” Tia Rosita
says, one hand on the wheel, eyes glinting the golden light.
“Thank you for inviting me, Tia!” Benito watches the darkening
desert pass outside his car window.

“This ghost story isn’t my usual beat. This is just a Halloween assign-
ment,” she says, rolling her eyes with a grin. “My editor probably wants to
see if the resident skeptic gets spooked.” She raises her eyebrows. “But it’s
allin fun, huh?”

Tia Rosita has a knack for hooking people with words, and it’s no won-
der why she’s a famous journalist now. Benito couldn’t pass up the chance to
stay in a real haunted house, but his stomach is twisting the closer they get.
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THE EMPIRE OF THE DEAD

he French text above the door reads: “Arrete! Clest ici I'empire de la
mort.” Stop! This is the empire of the dead.
A chill passes through Jules, like a cold finger sliding down his
back.

He doesn’t want to sneak into the underground catacombs at night. But
he doesn’t want to be the only one to say no when all of his friends say yes.
Albin already has his lock-picking tools out and Margot is grinning like it’s
her birthday.

The Catacombs. The underground city of the dead.

Millions of bones were buried, stacked, and stored in the catacombs
through Paris’ centuries of history, and tonight they will have a private
tour. Albin told the group of friends to meet at Rue Avion with a flashlight
each. Since he’s been here once before with his older brother, Albin is their
guide. The entrance is easy to miss, hidden behind rusted chains and a
door most people walk past without looking twice.
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THE LIGHTHOUSE
KEEPER"S JOURNAL

APRIL 12

y grandfather’s stories always frighten me. Especially the ones about
monsters.

But how I love listening to his tall tales at night while his pipe
smoke swirls about his head. The salt air blows his peppered hair around
his face, his skin is tanned and leathered by his many years at sea. My
grandfather sailed all seven oceans when he was young. Now he tends to
the lighthouse on a faraway island, with me as his apprentice.

Listening to his stories is one of my favorite pastimes. Though truth-
fully, there is not much else to do as we live on an island all alone, just us
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A ROOM IN THE TOWER

he first time Leo saw the face in the belltower, he thought he was
dreaming.

The end-of-summer sun is blinding but not warm and the tall
grass tickles the back of his knees. A cool breeze brings the smell of over-
turned earth and cut grass. Just then, Leo’s father calls to him from the side
of the estate.

His papa is the caretaker of a gleaming villa on a hill, far from where
they live down in the small town in the valley. The estate was built cen-
turies ago with heavy limestone blocks, small windows, and a belltower.
Although the bones of the estate are ancient, it has recently been updated
inside with modern luxuries.

The villa was purchased by some rich person from another country
who didn’t live there all year. They come to stay only when the months are
sunny and hot, abandoning the villa as soon as the weather turns crisp. But
they pay Leo’s papa every month, and so every month the pair treks up the
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