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PANTHEON |

in Greek mythology,
there are twelve gods
and goddesses who rule
from Mount Olympus.
They are called the
Twelve Olympians or
~ the Pantheon.
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Goddess of Love
and Beauty
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Mr. Nick Corrcway.

The honor would be entirely mine if you

would attend my “little party” this evening.
| have noticed you several times and

meant to call, but pecu|ior circumstances

have prevented it.
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"It was Gatsby.s mansion ...with a tower on one side.....
and a marble swimming-pool. and more than Forty

acres O{ |awn and garden.”
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“He took out shirts of sheer linen and thick silk and fine flannel ...

shirts with stripes and scrolls and plaids in coral and apple-green

and lavender and faint orange, with monograms of indian blue.”
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“Caterers came down with several

hundred feet of canvas and enough

colored |ights to make a Christmas tree

of Gatsby’s enormous garden."
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“On buffet tables, garnished with glistening
hors d oeuvres, spiced baked hams crowded against

salads...and turl(eys bewitched to a dark goH."
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“The orchestra has arrived...oboes and

trombones and saxophones and viols and cornets

”

and piccolos, and low and high drums.

The Great Gatsby: A Party Primer (A BabyLit® Book)

By Jennifer Adams e lllustrated by Alison Oliver
Board ¢ $11.99 « 6.875" x 6.875" » 22 Pages ¢ Materials Available Nowe 978-1-4236-6798-8 * World Rights



N 4

$25 CHILDREN'S

DANCING

‘]

“[There was] a burst of jazz as the dancing began.”
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“On Monclays eight servants, inc|uo|ing an extra gardener,

toiled all clay with mops and scrubbing-brushes and hammers and

garden-shears, repairing the ravages of the night before.”

The Great Gatsby: A Party Primer (A BabyLit® Book)
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Even before the sun comes up,
‘;}" little birds begin to chirp.

Birdsong (A Layered View Book)

lllustrated by Margarida Esteves
Diecut Boards $16.99 « 8"x 10" ¢ 12 Pages ¢ Materials Available Now* 978-1-4236-6748-3 ¢ World Rights
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Wrens, sparrows, and finches chitter,
while starlings and cardinals join with a twitter.

L
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Birdsong (A Layered View Book)
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>/
Bluebirds share their morning greetings f
as other birds offer happy tweetings.

Robins and blackbirds sing along,
adding their cheerful notes to the song.

-

Birdsong (A Layered View Book)

lllustrated by Margarida Esteves
Diecut Boards $16.99 « 8"x 10" ¢ 12 Pages ¢ Materials Available Now* 978-1-4236-6748-3 ¢ World Rights



This musical dawn chorus

is sung by birds from the city to the forest; \ i \/ each adding their very special sound
y heard from the treetops all around.
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While every feathered friend 14
singsin theirown unique way, =

b

their voices joined together in birdsong
creates a beautiful start to the dav.

r

Birdsong (A Layered View Book)
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Some Bunnies (A Layered View Book)

[llustrated by Lydia Nichols
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Some bunnies can sit in baskets
because they are so small.

and don’t fit at all.

" A NS A _ Others are quite large
. - -_ i
o ®

Some Bunnies (A Layered View Book)

[llustrated by Lydia Nichols
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« Some bunnies live in a field.
Some bunnies live in a barn.

F
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Others live in a house
and play with balls of yarn.

Some Bunnies (A Layered View Book)

[llustrated by Lydia Nichols
Diecut Layered Board ¢ $17.99« 8.5" x 8.5" « 12 Pages ¢ Materials Available Nowe 978-1-4236-6805-3 * World Rights
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They all use their feet
to hippity-hop.

Some Bunnies (A Layered View Book)

[llustrated by Lydia Nichols
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bunnies wiggle their cute noses
at everyone they meet.

Whether they have long fluffy fur

or short and sleek, v

Some Bunnies (A Layered View Book)

[llustrated by Lydia Nichols
Diecut Layered Board ¢ $17.99« 8.5" x 8.5" « 12 Pages ¢ Materials Available Nowe 978-1-4236-6805-3 * World Rights
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No matter where they live

or what they look like— to those who love them,

all bunnies are just right!

Some Bunnies (A Layered View Book)

[llustrated by Lydia Nichols
Diecut Layered Board ¢ $17.99« 8.5" x 8.5" « 12 Pages ¢ Materials Available Nowe 978-1-4236-6805-3 * World Rights
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illustrated by Lydia Nichols

All titles illustrated by Lydia Nichols

Some Bunnies (A Layered View Book)
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Eanchanté,
detectives!

I am Hercule Poirot, you know.
I’'m sure you’ve heard my name.
Or at least you've heard of my moustache!
Solving mysteries is my game.

I am a famous detective.
I travel the world solving crimes.
People think I'm especially smart,
I've been told so plenty of times.

Mon ami, I need your help today!
I have a new case in the files.

Won't you come and help me solve
The Mysterious Affair at Styles?

The Mysterious Affair at Styles

By Marci Kay Monson e lllustrated by Greg Paprocki
Jacketless Hardcover ¢ $18.99 « 9" x 10.5" « 32 Pages ¢ Materials Available Now ¢ 978-1-4236-6756-8 ¢ World Rights
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here once was a family named Cavendish
who lived in a house named Styles.

A quiet home in a small English town,

the family was all smiles.

Until ...

Mr. Cavendish died and left Emily,
and his sons, Lawrence and John.
Years later, Emily met Alfred.

Alas, the three men did not get along.

1§

Some thought Alfred was greedy,
including Evelyn, Emily’s friend.
But Emily thought he was perfect,
and Evelyn left in the end.

|

(%)

ACTIVITY

Can you match each family member to the
emotion they are feeling? Draw a line with

your finger from one column to the other. \ -
JOHN IN LOVE ‘
i * CYNTHIA PROUD j (\
DORCAS THOUGHTFUL ¢ . @
. ALFRED SAD i ;
" EMILY ANGRY
HASTINGS WORRIED \‘ ‘
MARY TIRED
LAWRENCE SILLY
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The Mysterious Affair at Styles

By Marci Kay Monson e lllustrated by Greg Paprocki
Jacketless Hardcover ¢ $18.99 « 9" x 10.5" « 32 Pages ¢ Materials Available Now ¢ 978-1-4236-6756-8 ¢ World Rights
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Early one morning, John woke up : C

to find that Emily was sick. (’

The doors to her room were all locked,

so getting inside was a trick. =

But there was no hope for poor Emily% A Po000 °®

When they broke in, she was gone. 0
She died in her beautiful bedroom,
just as the night turned to dawn.

And yet something didn’t feel right.
The scene was not adding up.
What if Emily was not really sick?
Was a poison of sorts in her cup?

D <> €€0 <> k0 <> ¢€o <> o <> €Ko

P

1
9
5

ACTAIVITY

Can you find these 6 clues in the room?

TEACUP
PURPLE DISPATCH CASE *
CARPET STAIN
DARK GREEN FABRIC
CANDLE GREASE
CRUMPLED PAPER

O d, =

The Mysterious Affair at Styles

By Marci Kay Monson e lllustrated by Greg Paprocki
Jacketless Hardcover ¢ $18.99 « 9" x 10.5" « 32 Pages ¢ Materials Available Now ¢ 978-1-4236-6756-8 ¢ World Rights
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Now is the time when I come in!
The family had heard of my history.

I'm known for solving the trickiest crimes. -
This won’t long stay a mystery. ‘:: =
s Bime

1 begin my search by asking
every person in the house

what they saw and heard that day, ¢ r
1 even question the mouse.

Two people heard an angry fight;
voices raised and yelling.

Emily Cavendish and a man.
Who? There was no telling.

— (¥

SN
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ACTIVITY -; Na 2 i *) ......... :

Can you figure out who Emily
was talking to? Connect the dots
with your finger.
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The Mysterious Affair at Styles

By Marci Kay Monson e lllustrated by Greg Paprocki
Jacketless Hardcover ¢ $18.99 « 9" x 10.5" « 32 Pages ¢ Materials Available Now ¢ 978-1-4236-6756-8 ¢ World Rights
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As I talk to each witness at hand,

I start gathering clues.

I even question Evelyn.

Who came back when she heard the news.

A-»qugprint_outside the window.
A piece of fabric, dark green.
Could someone have comento

ve he’s a very bad man. l

But he wasn’t home when it happened,
Unless he was the one who ran?

ACTIVITY

Using your finger, help Poirot get back
to town through the maze.

The Mysterious Affair at Styles

By Marci Kay Monson e lllustrated by Greg Paprocki
Jacketless Hardcover ¢ $18.99 « 9" x 10.5" « 32 Pages ¢ Materials Available Now ¢ 978-1-4236-6756-8 ¢ World Rights
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A Kid’s Guide to the Chakras

You Are a Rainbow of Energy: A Kid's Guide to the Chakras

By Crystal McCreary * lllustrated by Sonali Zohra
Jacketless Hardcover ¢ $18.99+« 9.375" x 11.375" « 36 Pages ¢ Materials Available Now ¢ 978-1-4236-6565-6 ¢ World Rights
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T hat is what this book is all about: the seven energy centers in your
body that affect how you feel, think, and act. The ancient yogis
(people who practice yoga) called these energy centers CHAKRAS. Each
chakra has a color and a location in your body. Together, they make a
glorious rainbow bridge. Our prana, or life force, travels along this bridge.
Feelings, sensations, thoughts, experiences, memories, and actions come
from the chakra energy centers, too. This book will help you keep your
rainbow bridge in tip-top shape so your amazing life force can travel
through your body without any traffic jams.

The coolest thing about learning about your chakras is that when you do,
you will see much more than your body, skin, and hair. You will see and feel
the rainbow of colors inside yourself and in everyone around you!

A NOTE FOR YOUNG READERS: When you first begin learning about
the chakras, you will need the help of someone older to learn all the new
words. Read this book together, then you both can explore the activities

O i ?

HEART
(@ CHAKRA THROAT
N 2 e CHAKRA
e

SACRAL Expression THIRD EYE
CHAKRA CHAKRA
1 Creativity Intuition
ROOT CROWN
CHAKRA CHAKRA

Safety Connection

and practices. You can do the practices in any order you like. On some days,
you might prefer to have a quiet practice with just poses and softly spoken
affirmations. On others, you might want to be loud and do only the Make
Some Noise practices. Sometimes you might want to do everything at once.
Be sure to ask for help with the practices when you need it. Once you are
familiar with the poses and the words, you may choose to practice on your
own in a quiet place at home.

Just like a rainbow, our adventure starts with the first chakra and the color
red, located at the very base of the spine—the bones along the center of
your back that help you stretch, shrink, twist, bend, arch, and round your
back. Then we travel up the spine to the colors orange, yellow, green, blue,
indigo, and finally violet. Can you see the rainbow bridge yet? If not, you
will soon.

%! Let’s begin!

You Are a Rainbow of Energy: A Kid's Guide to the Chakras

By Crystal McCreary * lllustrated by Sonali Zohra
Jacketless Hardcover ¢ $18.99+« 9.375" x 11.375" « 36 Pages ¢ Materials Available Now ¢ 978-1-4236-6565-6 ¢ World Rights
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LOCATION
Sacrum (bone at the
back of the pelvis)

SANSKRIT NAME
Svadhisthana
(“svAA-thiSH-TAA-nuh”)

2nd C_hakra

COLOR
Orange

As you rock and roll, ke
feel the warm orange glow Water

flow up your spine from
your pelvic bowl!

S ometimes big "
emotions can feel -
overwhelming, like we are

little boats in a giant storm! Imagine yourself as a boat with an anchor.
The anchor that can help keep you steady is your body and your breath.
Drop your anchor: feel the parts of you that touch the ground and take a

deep breath. Breathe and feel the ground for a few moments to connect to
the steadiness inside you.

Now picture the back, the sides, and the front of your pelvis. It is shaped just
lilke a bowl. Place your hands around the sides of your hips and feel the bowl.
Take a few breaths and imagine a warm orange light filling that bowl.

Seated Cat-Cow Pose
Rock and roll your back like a cat; let the waves of your spine
soothe the swirling, twirling feelings that need attention and care.

0 Sit in a comfortable position.

-

Inhale, lift your head,

and arch your back.
Exhale, scoop your tail under,
tuck your chin, and round
your back like a cat.

Move with a smooth

rhythm, as if a gentle river
flows up and down with your
spine. Keep breathing and let
your spine ride the gentle waves
of your breath.
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Let’s Make Some Noise! ‘
The sound for the Sacral Chakra is VAM.
Stretch each sound of the word as you say, “VVVAAAMMM!”

Say It Loud, and Say It Proud

My emotions are real and valid. | deserve to feel good!
| care for myself and say, “No, | don’t like that,” or
“Please stop,” or “I need more space,” when others

do things that make me uncomfortable.
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4th Chakra

Let your green light shine
from your heart!

LOCATION
Heart

SANSKRIT NAME
Anahata (“un-AA-huh-Thuh”)

COLOR
Green

ELEMENT
Air

| here is a part of you that always
lknows just what to do—in an

argument, a fight, when you know you are

wrong, or when you know you are right.
Take a deep breath and let yourself walk

in the other person’s shoes. Feel what they

feel. Then listen to your heart. It will
guide you to the caring thing to do!

|

.

Cobra Pose
Open your chest wide; feel and connect to others
in a big-hearted and caring way.

Lie down on your belly. Place your hands alongside your lower ribs.
Press your hands, feet, and hips into the ground.

e Breathe in and
gently lift your

head, neck, and chest.

«

«

Breathe out and lower everything back down. Do this a
few times, lifting your Cobra head and heart as you inhale.
Exhale as you lower your Cobra.
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Let’s Make Some Noise!
The sound for the Heart Chakra is YAM.
Say it loud and proud: “YYYAAAMMMY!”

: ’

Say It Loud, and Say It Proud
| am lovable. | am loving to myself and others.
When in doubt, | listen to and trust my heart.
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LOCATION
Crown (just above your head) a 2
Wide-Legged Standing Pose
SANSKRIT NAME
Safiasears Psubi-huss-rAAwul% Let your strength, power, and truth fill the room with all the colors
7t h ( : h a I(r a coron and beauty of the brightest rainbow bridge!
Violet
ELEMENT
Royal violet light Thoight
is your birthright! e L/
ometimes when you feel down or e
alone, it can be hard to remember Stand with your feet - ' ) B
what it feels like when you are healthy, wide apart. i
joyful, and feel good on the inside. Looking ’f f

at photos of yourself doing things you love Eo ooamniime sloeen

with people you love can remind you of
iy : > hands on the floor shoulder- S
who you are. You are a rainbow, glowing e

bright, bringing all the parts of yourself wigHyzpart
together in a vision of color and light.
Take a full breath as you imagine the dark
indigo light from your Third Eye Chakra
turning to violet, a vibrant purple hue,
@ 17 as you move up to your Crown Chakra.
b This color expands beyond your head as Release the top of an :
if you are wearing a large, regal crown. your head to the ground. | N
If it doesn’t touch the ground, A W \
Take three to five breaths. As you sit, place a block (or a book or i 4 Q
imagine zooming out as you look at two) in front of you to bring
¥ ~ yourself through a camera lens. the ground up to your head.
N Take in the full view. Take five deep breaths, ‘ ) {
« /‘,' . feeling your head connect . 4 2=
— / i You are a rainbow. to the surface it touches.
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Close your eyes and visualize the beautiful rainbow
in you. Can you see, feel, hear, touch, and taste all the
colors of the rainbow that make you you?

| am love. | am open to new ideas.
| trust that the wisdom | need is on its way.

J/ Say It Loud, and Say It Proud
/
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A Little Chakra
History and Science

The word CHAKRA means wheel

in the ancient language called
Sanskrit. The ancient yogis who

spoke Sanskrit and lived in

India more than 3,000 years ago
believed that balancing these
constantly spinning wheels of

energy was an important part

of healthy living. They taught

that taking care of your chakra

energy helps you stay healthy,

smart, and strong, just like getting

a good night’s sleep and eating
nutritious foods do. The energy

from your chakras has a big effect

on your emotions, your thoughts, your
actions, and all your experiences with others. So
understanding the chakras can help you feel better
about yourself and the world around you.

Some scientists agree with the wisdom passed down by the ancient yogis. These scientists
noticed that the bundles of nerves found along the spine were located in similar places to
the main chakra centers. Nerves contain tiny bits of information that our five senses gather
from the world around us. This information travels through the nervous system along the
spine to the brain. Here, it is translated into a to-do list for the body, like “Hand, move away
from the hot stove now!”

How to Balance Your Chakra Energy at Home

In the beginning, you will have to pay very close attention to the feelings in your body
(sensations) and your mind (emotions). Being curious and paying close attention to feelings
will help you notice when your chakra energy is moving slowly—Ilike rush-hour traffic—
and when you may need to boost your energy in one chakra area or another. For example,
regular stomachaches might be your Navel Chakra telling you that your belly needs better

V
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food or care. Constant headaches are often the body’s way of telling you that you need to
pay some attention to stress (feeling overwhelmed) or nutrition (healthy foods). Here are
some tips for giving your chakras a regular tune-up so that these spinning wheels can turn
easily and pass energy along through your body:

+ Daily yoga practice

- Slow, deep breathing in and out of your nose

+ Eating “the rainbow,” or lots of different colored foods at every meal

Drinking lots of water (instead of sugary drinks)

+ Daily exercise like walking, running, jumping rope, dancing to your favorite songs,
or playing a sport

+
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PREFACE

Let Your Imagination
Go Wild

e

I love science, especially anything to do with nature. I

was one of those kids who spent time on my hands
and knees watching anthills, rescuing worms, turning
over logs in search of slugs, and spying on bumblebees.
Even along the scraggly edges of my Brooklyn land-
scape, the wild world had my full attention.

I also loved stories, particularly fairy tales, picture
books, and legends. I fell in love with a spider who
saved her dear pig by writing messages in her web and
sought out the same adventures of a chubby bear and
his band of friends in the Hundred Acre Wood. My
view of nature was filled with fantasy, make-believe,

and wild possibility.
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ACTIVITY |

TOP TEN TOOLS FOR A
FOREST MAGIC SEARCH

1. Secret journal (a blank sketchbook, or check out how to make your
own in the next activity)

One or two pencils

Colored pencils or crayons
Binoculars

Magnifying glass

Vegetable peeler or kid’s pocketknife
Flashlight

Natural twine or jute

Plastic bags for collecting treasures

SON00T SIS WA SRR

10. Your imagination

14 There’s Wild Magic Right Outside Your Door!

B A o A I A

ACTIVITY 2

DIY SECRET NOTEBOOK

BUILD YOUR SKILLS
PLANNING, CREATING, AND DESIGNING

f you are going on a magic forest adventure, you will want a place to
Ikeep track of all your fabulous and mysterious discoveries—a place
to write, draw, and map all your finds. Any notebook, or even scraps of
paper, will do. But imagine if you had your own secret notebook.

Make a handmade journal just waiting to be filled with maps to the
queen bee’s castle, detailed plans for your gnome home, potion recipes,
thrilling stories of your magical encounters, and so much more. It is a
notebook with no end because you will always be able to add more paper

as you have more and more enchanting adventures.

There’s Wild Magic Right Outside Your Door! 15
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CHAPTER |

The Green Team:
Trees, Leaves,
and Wildflower Magic

A

e

]jOOk around. Green plants are all around you: slim
blades of grass, lush moss, bright flowers, and
mighty trees. There are nearly 400,000 different types
of plants on our Earth, and without these oxygen-
producing beings, life on our planet wouldn’t be possi-
ble. Not only do they supply us with the air we breathe,
but they are also the fuel to our world’s food system.
Most animals depend on these green powerhouses for
energy. A little cricket nibbles on a stalk of grass. The
cricket is eaten by a small green snake who is, in turn,
eaten by a young raccoon. The raccoon then becomes a
bobcat’s meal. Everyone is someone else’s lunch, and it

all begins with green plants.

-T-o" e

) L}
|l
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L e bumblebees. Some glow in the dark like fireflies, and others can appear to
THE SECRET WORLD OF us as tiny floating seeds from milkweed and dandelions.
WILD FLOWER F AIRIES According to the folklore of the British Isles, there are certain times of

the year when it is easier to find and see fairies—when the veil between

the human and fairy worlds is the thinnest. A good time to look for fairies
BUILD YOUR SKi :;Los BSERVING is May Day, the first day of May; Midsummer’s Night, which follows the

IMAGINING, SEARCHING, AN first day of summer; and Halloween. But you don’t need to wait for those

times to go on your own wildflower fairy search. Try this one!

Fairies and flowers are often shown together. Stories from long ago tell
of how some of the fay folk—that’s another term for fairies—make
their home in the blossoms and flowers found in gardens, meadows, and

BRING IT

forests. Fairies are often seen as the living spirits of the plant world and

as the guardians of nature, protectors of the more-than-human world. Backpack

Look at books, art, and movies, and you will see fairies dressed in delicate Seorot notebook

clothing featuring flowers, blossoms, leaves, seeds, nuts, and stems. Pencil

On their backs are wings resembling butterflies, dragonflies, and even Flashh‘gh-r
Magnifying glass

Wildfiower fairy search list

)
“

o

,.:_.,%. . ,\l‘ . "",\"‘5%'

The Green Team: Trees, Leaves, aﬁd'WiIdﬂower Magic 29

28  The Green Team: Trees, Leaves, and Wildflower Magic
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CHAPTER 2

A Wild Forage, Magical
Potions, Pixie Dust,
and an Elfin Picnic

=

H ow would you like to eat like a woodland elf or sip
on a cup of phoenix tea? Does mixing wild potions
and untamed concoctions with your own stirring wand
excite you? Then you've come to the right chapter!

Discover stories and folklore behind old-time tea
recipes and how to host an elfin picnic. Make pixie
dust and other wild potions, not for eating but for
imaging, and find out how long-ago people used the
common dandelion to make a healthy tonic.

But first, a few words about foraging, which is a

fancy word for collecting things from nature you can

eat or use. Here are a few simple guide-
lines to help you be a safe and

respectful forager:
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Stinkhorns and earth stars, lion’s mane and tree ears. Getting to know AEIROTX S

these fantastical fungi will open your eyes to a whole new type of living GET TO KNOW THE
beings. Discover how to make a mushroom spore print; search for the FRUIT OF A FUNGUS

elusive, glow-in-the-dark fox fire fungi; and find out the secret stories

behind magical fairy circles.
BUILD YOUR SKILLS

A word of caution, please! It is safe to touch a wild mushroom, but
P 0BSERVING, SKETCHING, LABELING, A

ND DESCRIBING
since some mushrooms can be poisonous to eat, you should never eat any

of the wild mushrooms in this book. Would you really want to eat some-

thing called the destroying angel or dead man’s fingers? & tories of mushrooms fill the books of legends and folktales. They are

such mysterious beings. Did you know that a long time ago, some

people believed that mushrooms were lightning’s babies? Ancient people

thought that whenever lightning hit the earth, mushrooms were born.
What do you think about this story? Why do you think people believed
this?

Mycologists—another name for mushroom scientists—have helped
us figure out some of the science behind mushrooms. Mushrooms aren’t
really born from lightning. They are the fruit of certain fungi, similar to
how apples are the fruit of apple trees. At the bottom or base of a mush-
room are strands of cobwebby, whitish strings. Those strings—called the
mycelium—are the actual fungus. The mushroom is the fleshy, fruiting
body of the stringy mycelium.

Instead of being full of seeds like an apple, mushrooms have millions
of teeny, tiny spores hidden under their cap (that’s the top part of the
mushroom), ready to be carried by the wind or animals into the world and
start all over as new fungi.

Take apart a mushroom and discover the parts that make this unique
organism the stuff of legends. Just remember that mushrooms can be
dangerous, so please don’t eat one unless you are with an adult who

knows which ones are safe to eat.

66 Mysterious Mushrooms: Toadstools, Fairy Circles, and Fox Fire Fungus Mysterious Mushrooms: Toadstools, Fairy Circles, and Fox Fire Fungus 67
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One thing these tales all seem to say is that if you are nice to gnomes,
life will be better for you. In some Scandinavian countries, there are many
stories of gnomes, who are also called tomtens, tomtes, and nisse. Gifts
are often left out for these wee folk in hopes that they will return the favor
by caring for the farm, home, and woodlands.

Do you want some good gnome luck? Then take care of your neighbor-
hood gnomes by building them a beautiful home and filling it with gifts

and goodies.

BRING IT
Secret notebook Decorating materials,
ACTIVITY | Pencil including bark, seed pods, _
GNOMES AND THEIR HO MES Bits of natural twine or jute leaves, and flower petals :
wild building materials, A homemade gnome
liketwigs, leaves, (optional)
BUILD YOUR SKILLS bark, and stones
CONSTRUCTING, PROBLEM-SOLVING, WORLD BUILDING
aybe you've seen a gnome before, like one of those garden gnome
Mstatues, with a tall red hat, chubby cheeks, and a bushy beard. But 1. Take a walk around your neighborhood and look for a spot that you
did you know that gnomes aren'’t just statues? In many places in the world, think would make a perfect home for a gnome. They are secretive, so
these small, woodsy folk live tucked into tiny homes against moss-covered find a private spot that isn’t easily seen. They have a deep connection
trees, in quiet barns among horses and cows, or even in the tight sliver to nature, so anywhere near trees, plants, rocks, mushrooms, or moss
of land between apartment buildings in big cities. Easily recognized by is a good starting place.
their tall pointy hats—which are often, but not always, red—and twinkly 2. Gnomes are seen as one of nature’s guardians, so when you are cre-
eyes, gnomes have been inhabiting our imaginations for centuries through ating a home for them, use only bits of things you find on the ground
folktales and legends. and not things you pull off of live trees or plants. Collect small sticks,
86  Forest Folk: Gnomes, Homes, and Wee Little Mice Forest Folk: Gnomes, Homes, and Wee Little Mice 8%
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You'll also learn how to explore the wild world of animal messengers and

build an entire small village for your band of merry little beings!

P

ACTIVITY I

A PLACE OF YOUR OWN

BUILD YOUR SKILLS
SEARCHING, RECORDING, MAPMAKING, CODING, AND DECODING

S 2 -

108  Secret Places, Hidden Forts, and Small Worlds

ave you ever wanted a spot you can call your own? A place you can go
Hwhen you want to be alone or have an adventure with a friend.

I did! I found a few different spots, including the high-up branches
of a cherry tree and under the yew bushes in front of my house. But my
favorite spot, and the place I still miss today, was The Sliver—a spot
between two garages in Brooklyn, New York, where I grew up. It was only
big enough for me and a few friends to slide in sideways. [ called it The
Sliver because it reminded me of how the moon sometimes looks like the
thinnest sliver of a fingernail. We had the best adventures there! I was
sometimes the queen, and my neighborhood friends were kings, tsarinas,
wizards, knights, and princesses. We collected all sorts of things, like
white, glittery rocks that reminded us of pirate teeth and smooth, dark

brown chestnut seeds that we were sure held special

A }

. map written in our own language.

powers. We buried these treasures and drew a secret

e Adventures await for you to discover, invent, and

=22 imagine. All you need to do is find a special spot

and let the magic begin.

BRING IT
Secret notebook A few drops of water
Pengil (optional)

Lemon juice (optional) Cotton swab (optional)

*e

Secret Places, Hidden Forts, and Small Worlds
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£
FRIGHT
LEVEL

TRAPPED IN THE
BACKWARD PLACE

he bones of this old house creak and sigh. Its painted skin chips and
cracks. When I swing my sledgehammer against one peeling wall, it
shatters, a cloud of plaster dust raining down on my safety goggles.
Smashed to smithereens! I think with glee, landing another blow.
Iam helping my parents knock down a wall in our new house, or should
I say, old new house. “The house was a steal,” Baba likes to say, especially
for this part of town where new families are moving in every day. He swears
that, with a little love and a lot of work, this creepy old house will look just
like it did back in the nineteenth century, all shiny hardwood floors and
ornate wooden carvings. But today it’s only crooked stairs, creaky doors,
and a few hundred spiders. Lucky for me, I'm not afraid of spiders.
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FRIGHT
LEVEL

DON'T CRY

ateo is floating in the water face down. He can feel the cool rush of

the current over his skin and fingers reach up to brush his cheek,

cold to the touch. He awakes with a deep gulp of air, trying to catch
his breath.

Before opening his eyes, Mateo knows the car is stopped, the hum of
the road no longer underneath. His legs cramp from being curled on the
back seat and his neck is strained from his awkward sleeping position. His
older brother, Arturo, is still asleep, resting his head between the crack of
the door and the headrest.

Uncle Manny is gone.

The driver’s side door is hanging open—that’s what must have woken
Mateo up, the sound of the wind making it creak, threatening to slam it
shut. Mateo sits up straighter in his seat, stretching around to look out of
all the windows. Where is Uncle Manny?
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in the distance stepping off the street and onto the beach. There, a small

crowd gathers around a bonfire, greeting each other with shouts of "Wah

gwan!” Other bonfires speckle the sand, little spotlights illuminating the
darkness

Dajuan finds a spot to hide while he watches his brother in the distance
He recalls his brother's friends talking about this spot, “the hot spot,”

whi

h was named for the bonfires and . . . the girls. Dajuan rolls his eyes
and looks away as Omario and his friends approach a group of girls from
their school

Atanother nearby fire, a distracted guy and girl roast meat on a grill. The
smell mingles with the salty ocean breeze, and it's hard to ignore. Dajuan’s
stomach growls: first the swims, now this chicken? As he's salivatin

over the food sizzling on the barbeque pit, he loses sight of Omario and

his friends. Aw, man! Dajuan Jeans out from behind the thick leaves of the

banana tree to try to find Omario among the crowd of poorly lit people on
the beach.

su hungry, boy?" a voice that sounds like it came from a deep, dark

place asks. From the shadows a hand extends holding

chicken leg, mostly
eaten, the meaty bone still slick with grease. Dajuan tries tosee the face, but

wan, take

instead finds only two pinpricks of light shining in the dark

it. Lonly took a few bites.” An old man emerges from the dark. To Dajuan’s

horror, his lips are pulled back in a smile too wide for his face, revealing

long, pointed needle teeth.
Dajuan jumps back, scrambling on the sand. Regaining his footing, he

manages to climb over the dune and run

Who was that? What was wrong with his teeth?

His feet churn away from the beach and back to the town center. He

bolts down an empty street, looking over his shoulder to make sure the

man isn't following, He runs for quite a while before realizing he's totally

Ghostly Ghastly Tales (Fri
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NEEDLE TEETH

¢ all ughing a

lost. At night the blocks all look the same, awash in the orange glow of the

streetlights. At every street corner he looks left, then right, but can't quite

tell which one leads back to a familiar landmark.

He walks past a darkened alley and jumps at a sound

“You lost, boy?” chortles a familiar throaty voice from the darkness
Although the alley is hidden from the streetlights, he sees two white eyes

glowing in the dark, too small to be human

Dajuan s locked in place, his chest heaving with the run from the beach,

He takes two shaky steps back. “N-n-no, I'm not lost

e two eyes get closer and closer until Dajuan's horrified suspicion is
confirmed: it is that same man-—or is it something that just looks
like @ man?—with sweat-slicked skin and a wide smile of gleaming yellow
needle teeth. He chatters his needle teeth together in a gritty, nails-on-a
chalkboard sound that makes Dajuan’s skin crawl. The needle-teeth man

bares his fangs in a grimace and asks,

“Den why you runnin'?”
C

barely avoids slipping in his flip-flops on

juan doesn't take the time to answer; instead, he turns and 5. He

he stones in the street. He has to

find his way home! He runs until his lungs feel like they are going to burst

He only stops and hides in the doorway of a building just long enough to
catch his breath. He's shaking with adrenaline pumping through his body,
making his legs jump and jitter. He's peering into every dark corner expect

ing to see those tiny white pinprick eyes. To hear that crunchy chattering,

Every stretching shadow looks like another p

on ready to step out of the

darkness and snap their needle teeth at him. He looks up and down the street

ket!

He hurries toward the market as fast as his tired legs can carry him.

jar—the m:

until he spots something fan

The market is now barren, but its familiarity soothes Dajuan and he

vs to a walk. Only a few stalls stay open, lit by dim overhead lights,

mama won't scold him. Once inside, Dajuan looks down at his big brother

wistfully

do you have to go out, brother? Can't you just stay here and play

some ludi with me?” Dajuan whines.
*It's Friday night! My social life can't be playing board games with my
little brother,” Omario gives his brother's head a rub, tosses him a warm
smile, and says, “Stay put, Dajuan. You remember all those stories Mama
used to talk about once it got dark?”
“Yes. Stranger danger, monsters in the dark, blah, blah." Dajuan rolls
his eyes and crosses his arms

Behind them one of his friends calls out, “Come on, Omariol There's

a handful of swims callin’ my name.” And with one final smile, Omario
bounds off

Dajuan hates being left
gth 1

younger, the brothers sh

ehind. His brother is all grown up now, with

ends. When they were

chin and that gaggle of foolhardy

ed everything: a bedroom

ir toys, and even

their hopes and dreams. But now all Omario talks about is going out, hang

ing with his friends, and mecting girls ch, When Dajuan grows up, is
he going to be like this too

Dajuan lounges about his room, the cool ocean breeze blowing in from
the open window. He tries playing a board game by himself, but now it

fes

Is too childish, He tries flipping through his schoolbook ¢

getahead on
his lessons, but he has all weekend to do that. He decides against spending
the night with his mom, who will be watching soap operas all night in the
lis
watching her soaps, she doesn't move from the couch. He is so bored! All

ng room. Friday is ber only night off from work, and once she starts

he can think about is what Omario is up to now

That's it. Dajuan decides he will not be deterred. Today is the day he

will have his own Friday night adventure, just like Omario. H

slips on his

Down the empty walkways, he avoids shadows and takes cautic

steps past the empty stalls, Just when he thinks he’s in the clear, he h

a noise behind him

itl" A woman approaches with shuffling steps from one of
remaining stalls. Dajuan turns around slowly, the hair on the back of his
neck prickling.

“Won’t you smile for us?”

he woman's white pinprick eyes bore deep. Behind her, a hundred pairs

of piercing white eyes flash open, covering all the darkened corners of the
market. Some too tall, some too low to the ground, but all fixed on Dajuan
Some grin wide, and Dajuan can see, all too clearly, their white needle teeth
slick-shined with drool glinting in the dim lighting.

Dajuan’s stomach drops and he tears through the street back to his

house. He can hear the needle-teeth creatures gaining on him. Their foot

steps pound thearth, closer with every step, His legs are aching, and he can

taste blood from gnawing his cheek in panic. But the sick sounds of heavy

breathing and needle tecth clickin

ust behind him spur him forward

s0 close to home—he can see his bedroom window! With one

final push, he makes it to his window, leaping off the ground to catch the

t

window ledge. The figures behind him snarl and squeal with disapp

ment, but Dajuan scurries back inside. He lets out a long, hard breath and

drops to the floor, exhausted and light-headed from his close escape

There's a noise in his bedroom behind him.

Sitting on his bed, hidden in the dark comer is a hunched figure with

locs. Omario! He m

st have found his way back earlier. Dajuan realizes that

he is a little angry; if Omario just let him join, he wouldn't have met all

those wild things in the dark. “I've been looking for you ev
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turquoise flip-flops and wiggles out of the window again, closing it to just
a crack so he can climb back in later
As s00n as he's out in the fresh evening air, be stops to think. Where

could his brother be? He wan

ders down his street in the general direction

of town, just as ¢

lights pop on. They could be anywhere: a pa

market, a club, or a friend's house. But then Dajuan recalls that Omaric’s
friend said “swims,” which is a street food they sell down by the fish market
He will go there first!

Now that it is nighttime, the townsfolk are making their way home
and the once bustling street is now thinning out The street vendors make

their last sales of the day at discounted prices, hawking fruits, coconut

palm baskets, and pepper jellies to pas san navigates the evening

crowd looking for Omario, He keeps his head ducked, avoiding eye contact

with adults until he hears what he's searching for.
A lady yells to the crowd, “Swims! Swims!" [n the ice chest at her feet are

handfuls of boiled shrimp wrapped in plastic bags and doused in pepper

and other seasonings. Dajuan can smell the familiar mix of spices, and it

makes his mouth water. “Swims?" the vendor asks with a big smile that
shows all of her teeth. Dajuan forgot to bring any money with him, so he
shakes his head no.

As he passes the other vendors in their stalls, they smile at him each in

s back

turn. He tries tobe polite and

People are friendly at nighttime,

Dajuan thinks to himself

Up ahead he sees his brother's signature short locs and soccer jersey
through a gap in the crowd. Dajuan pushes through the crowd toward the
area behind the market. The sound of music down on the beach draws him.

It must be what draws Omario and his friends too; Dajuan can see them

But when Omario doesn't turn around, Dajuan’s stomach drops. “Omario?

Are you okay?” He reaches for Omario’s shoulder.

In a flash, Omario turns, but his eyes are now black with tiny white
pupils of gleaming light and his needle teeth are long and sharp. “What's

little brother? Think you were safe?”

“STRANGER DANGER" 15 a very common theme in cautionary tales.
These spooky tales have warned kids away from thin ice, dark creeks,
and sneaking out past bedtime. This story is inspired by one that
originated in Paramaribo, the capital city of the o
South American country Suriname. A version o

called "Teeth” was written down in the 19208

and has been retold all across the Caribbean

islands. In that story, a young boy goes out late
) 7e \

\}
§ | \
at night and meets people whose smiles are i §1\
just a little too big and none too friendly. ww
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THE DEATH CARD

ou are stronger than you think,” Mawmaw used to say. [ am
reminded of that now as the tears overwhelm me and grief hangs
heavy in my heart.

Mawmaw, my grandmother, lived in an old shotgun-style carriage
house in the heart of New Orleans. It’s called a “shotgun house” because
if you stood in the front doorway and shot a shotgun, the shell would go
through the long, main hallway and straight out the back door. No one
does that, of course, it’s just an old New Orleans saying. On the left side of
the hallway are big, bright windows. On the right side of the hallway are a
series of doors leading to the bedrooms.

At the front of the house is a small living room with Mawmaw’s TV
propped on an old card table in the corner. The floral wallpaper is peeling,
but it looks just like I remember it. I remember tracing the pretty patterns

with my fingers when [ was small.
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SOMETHING WALRS,
SOMETHING FOLLOWS

ALERT: Missing person! Young girl, aged 12, dark brown hair, dark brown
eyes, 4'8" tall. Last seen wearing green pants, a gray sweatshirt with a rain-
bow on it, and a maroon baseball cap. Lost rafting in the Undawa Forest

mountain region near the rapids of the Tons River.

ALERT: Missing person update! The 12-year-old girl last seen in the rapids
region of the Tons River has been missing for over 12 hours. Calling all kay-

akers and hikers to report any found belongings or clothing near the area.

ALERT: Missing person update! A cell phone belonging to the missing
12-year-old girl has been located 24 hours after her disappearance. No

additional belongings, clothing, or remains found. Search is still ongoing.

SY%V v
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| terrors. Dense forests, rugged mountains, open plains, and vast oceans
' conceal monsters seldom seen. This collection of horror stories will take
you on a haunting journey through the wilderness.

Step into a world where falling leaves rustle
with ghostly footsteps, the moonlight illuminates
shadowed shapes, and the silent night is broken by
ghostly wails.

In the distant past, humans lived comfortably in nature, falling asleep
under the stars to the sound of animals chittering in the woods. But danger
always lurked in the dark, and malevolent spirits and monstrous creatures
filled our imaginations. Terrifying tales told around the world were writ-

ten and shared across cultures and centuries, morphing into
familiar and new stories we now share whenever we gather

around a fire.
In this book are twenty chilling tales that blend folk-

lore, urban legend, and our darkest fears. As you turn

$25 CHILDREN'S

E

the pages, you'll encounter cursed artifacts in a
curious museum, sinister plants with a taste
for flesh, beings made of fire, monsters hid-
den in snow, strange lights over cornfields,
haunted videotapes, and many more chills.

We invite you to gather around our
campfire and embark on a spine-tingling
journey through a world where the bound-
aries between reality and imagination
blur. In this realm of darkness, 5
the flickering flame casts '
an eerie glow and makes
the shadows dance.

These stories are not for

the faint of heart! They are

a testament to the power

of storytelling and its abil-

ity to transport us to worlds
both familiar and frightening.
Whether you are a seasoned
seeker of thrills or a first-time
adventurer into the realm of the
macabre, this book will haunt

your dreams long after the last

ember of the campfire has faded.

INTRODUCTION

P e
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A PAINTING IN RED

lex loves thrift stores. The chaotic, familiar mess of stickers and price

tags. That weird, comforting smell that is the same no matter where

you go. There is something about digging your hands into a bin of
discarded clothing that once belonged to strangers. The treasure hunt for
that one item that catches his eye for exactly the right price. The zinging
thrill of finding something so cool for so cheap.

His parents are avid antiquers, and Alex loves joining them on their
cross-country road trips trekking through back roads and small towns.
While his parents look for furniture to refurbish, Alex enjoys the thrill of
finding his next great look.

When he thrifts, his mind fires on all cylinders, running through a hun-
dred different stylish outfits. His eyes flit between the colors and his fin-
gers run over the textures—leather, suede, sequins, knit, cotton, faux fur.
He imagines pairing thick combat boots with cut-off shorts or a long scarf

with a buttoned shirt. He likes mixing and matching, making outfits no one
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MONSTER MOUNTAIN

cout Leader, will you tell us the story?”
Campfire stories aren’t a requirement for securing the “Winter
Survival” scout badge, but the scouts know it’s a nice distraction
from the cold. Scouts Derek, Penny, and Wayne are more than familiar with
the shivering damp cold that chills any exposed skin. They just reached one
of the peaks of Glacier National Park on a winter hike with Scout Leader
Nims. Now that the sun is setting across the winter landscape, they are
making camp in a small, flat clearing. They just finished setting up their
cold weather tents and unloading their small packs. Now they’re ready for
some evening tales around a campfire.

“Let’s finish getting camp set up first,” Scout Leader Nims says as he
pulls a few big logs into a circle around the fire pit they dug in a thin patch
of snow. As Penny gets the first flame going, the other campers pull out
their sleeping bags and supplies for dinner. They shed their wet outer lay-

ers and reconvene at the fire, hurriedly slipping inside their sleeping bags

-

Creepy Campfire Stories (A Frights to Tell at Night Book)

By Anastasia Garcia * lllustrated by Teo Skaffa
Jacketless Hardcover ¢ $24.99¢ 7.25" x 9.75" » 208 Pages * Materials Available Now ¢ 978-1-4236-6593-9 ¢ World Rights



$25 CHILDREN'S

FRIGHT
LEVEL

THE VIGITOR

ompany is coming.
It is just a feeling I have that wiggles into the back of my mind
when I find all of our chickens dead, their necks broken and their
little lifeless bodies drained of blood. Someone did this, I think as I poke at
one with a long stick.

Ithinkabout howto tell my grandparents about the chickens. My grand-
father will say, at least another creature didn’t go hungry. My grandmother will
shake her head and say, poor things. But I will furrow my brow and worry,
like I always do.

When [ am near enough to the porch, I catch a glimpse of something.

A stranger walking up the lonely road to our house.

I don’t know why, but I hide. Squatting low in the tall grass, the mud
squelches beneath my feet. I watch as the visitor approaches. They wear all
black,along traveler’s coat that almost reaches their ankles, pulled tightand
buttoned to the neck. Upon their head is an old-fashioned, wide-brimmed
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THE DEADWOODS GHOGT
HUNTING CLUB

hosts are energy forces that remain when someone dies,” Devon
says in a ponderous tone, hand to her chin.
“Nuh-uh, ghosts are more like left-behind feelings, a replay of
something that happened,” Charlie says.

“Does that mean ghosts are dangerous?” Leon asks, his eyes wide.

“Yes, definitely. Ghosts are evil and want to scare us,” Sara replies with
a wiggle of her fingers.

The four children sit in a circle awash in the glow of a blue lantern
tucked away in a treehouse. Beyond their chatter, the wind blows fallen
leaves across the yard and the thick branches of an oak tree creak and sway.
Crickets chirp a symphony in the night. Deadwoods is a picturesque small
town in the northeast originally discovered centuries ago by indigenous
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ut in the country where Eli lives, there are few distractions and even

fewer neighbors. All the excitement happens in town, a long walk

through a bunch of orchards, but there’s a good shortcut if you’re
brave enough to take it—through Old Mr. Martinez’s apple orchard. On
occasion, Eli sneaks from the apple orchard to the neighboring orange
orchard and onward toward town, grabbing a snack from the trees as he
goes: a bright orange with thick skin that hides the juicy flesh beneath or a
big, ripe red apple the size of his fist whose tartness is balanced by crunchy
sweelness.

But today is different.

Old Mr. Martinez has dug up this corner of the orchard to plant some-
thing new. Eli can see fresh, straight rows of dark soil with shallow inden-
tations every foot where the seeds must be planted. Too close together for
trees, perhaps vegetables? The ground smells fragrant and earthy, freshly
watered.
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[T HAG RED EYES

he first time he sees it, Eddie thinks he is dreaming—or more like
having a nightmare.

Before, he'd always thought, The first time I see a monster, I'll be

ready. But when it actually happens, he is just standing there, shaking in
his rain boots, staring at it.

He can’t breathe, much less even fight.

Moments ago, all he could hear was his dog, Blaze, barking and bark-
ing, a cry for attention. Eddie thought his mama forgot to feed Blaze, so he
went outside wearing pajamas and his muddy rain boots, holding a tin dog
bowl full of kibble in one hand. But Blaze isn’t just barking for attention,
he is barking at something, something big up in the trees. Just beyond the
small clearing of the backyard is a wooded area, thick with hickory trees
and dense underbrush, and beyond that is a wide, forested mountain ridge

and snaking river.
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